
Chicagoland Mid-Sized Business Research Brief
Real, operating businesses in Chicago & the Chicagoland suburbs · target ~20–85 employees

Compiled: June 24, 2026
Method: 42-agent fan-out — 6 discovery searches → per-company enrichment → independent adversarial fact-check
Pipeline: 44 raw candidates → 18 enriched → 18 verified, 0 dropped.

Reading guide. Every company was re-checked by a second agent told to refute claims. A green confidence badge
means core facts (existence, location, leadership) were independently corroborated. A criteria flag (red box) means the
company is real but may not cleanly meet the ~20–85 / Chicagoland filter (headquartered elsewhere, likely larger, or
no longer independent) — read it before relying on the entry. Nothing is asserted without a source; unknowns are written
as such. Source links are clickable.

Overview

# Company Category Location Est.
employees

Criteria fit

1 Logicbroker Technology &
Fintech

NOTE: The "Chicago" hint is
NOT confirmed

~59 ⚑ Geography

2 Coinflow Labs Technology &
Fintech

Headquartered in Chicago,
Illinois

25-49 ✓ clean

3 Grandview Analytics Technology &
Fintech

Chicago, IL — HQ at 500
West Madison Stree

~30-40 ✓ clean

4 Prenosis, Inc. Healthcare &
Biotech

Chicago, Illinois ~40-49 ✓ clean

5 KeyCare Healthcare &
Biotech

Chicago, IL ~25 ✓ clean

6 Chicago Metal Fabricators Manufacturing &
Industrial

Headquarters/heavy-
fabrication plant at 37

51-200 ✓ clean

7 Aurora Metals Division, LLC Manufacturing &
Industrial

Montgomery, IL 20-85 ⚑ Size band

8 Swiss Precision Machining, Inc.
(now operating as a Vantedge
Medical facility)

Manufacturing &
Industrial

Wheeling, IL 20-85 ⚑ Size band, No
longer
independent

9 Air-Rite Heating & Cooling, Inc. Home &
Commercial
Services

Headquarters at 1150
Frontenac Rd, Napervi

28-47 ✓ clean

10 Hecker & Company, Inc. Home &
Commercial
Services

Headquarters: 250 Industrial
Lane, Wheelin

~13-50 ✓ clean

11 Western DuPage Landscaping,
Inc.

Home &
Commercial
Services

Headquartered at 31W478
Diehl Rd, Napervil

~18-25 ✓ clean

12 Capstone Financial Advisors,
Inc.

Professional
Services

Headquarters: Downers
Grove, IL

~30-39 ✓ clean



# Company Category Location Est.
employees

Criteria fit

13 Selden Fox, Ltd. Professional
Services

Headquarters: One
Parkview Plaza, Suite 71

70 ✓ clean

14 Lavelle Law, Ltd. Professional
Services

Headquartered in
Schaumburg, IL

60-85 ✓ clean

15 Vosges Haut-Chocolat Consumer / Food
& Beverage

Chicago, IL ~50-65 ✓ clean

16 KOVAL Distillery Consumer / Food
& Beverage

Chicago, IL — 4241 N
Ravenswood Ave, Chica

20-50 ✓ clean

17 Half Acre Beer Company Consumer / Food
& Beverage

Headquartered at 2050 W ~77-79 ⚑ Size band

18 1440 (1440 Media) Media &
Publishing

Chicago, Illinois 20 ✓ clean



Technology & Fintech

1. Logicbroker High confidence

⚑ Criteria flag. May not cleanly meet the ~20–85-employee / Chicagoland filter:
Geography — HQ now NYC; Chicago is a stale address

Industry: B2B SaaS — e-commerce / supply-chain integration software (drop-ship, marketplace, and "agentic
commerce" orchestration)
Location: NOTE: The "Chicago" hint is NOT confirmed as the current HQ. Logicbroker's own current Contact page and
LinkedIn list the Global HQ as 521 5th Avenue, 17th Floor, New York, NY 10175. The company is now fully remote
("fully remote. Not 'remote-friendly' – actually remote," per its careers page). Its original/legacy HQ was Shelton,
Connecticut (1 Enterprise Dr) — it is a UConn/Connecticut Innovations-rooted company. A Chicago address (217 N
Jefferson St, Suite 601/602, Chicago, IL 60661) appears in data aggregators (GetLatka, CB Insights, Kompass) and as
the dateline of the Jan 2024 Cortina-acquisition press release, indicating a Chicago presence in the ~2023–2024
period; however, all 2025 press releases are datelined "NEW YORK," and current primary sources point to NYC, not
Chicago. There is a UK office (Reading, UK). Bottom line: a Chicago office likely existed circa 2024 but is not the
company's self-designated current HQ.
Headcount: ~59. Basis: GetLatka reports 59 employees as of Dec 2024 (down from 60 in Oct 2024; it also lists 71 in
Oct 2022 and 53 in Dec 2021) — https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker. Logicbroker's LinkedIn page shows the
broad self-reported band "51-200 employees" (https://www.linkedin.com/company/logicbroker). The ~59 figure is
consistent with the 20–85 target range. Note the company is fully remote, so headcount is distributed rather than
concentrated in any one office.
What they do: Logicbroker operates a cloud-based, API-first commerce integration/orchestration platform that
automates the exchange of catalog, inventory, and order data between retailers, brands, suppliers, and 3PLs to run
drop-ship and marketplace (multi-vendor) programs. It connects trading partners across many integration types (EDI,
API, etc.), handles order routing, real-time inventory sync, and exception handling, and is built on Microsoft Azure. As of
2025 it has repositioned as "The Agentic Commerce Orchestration Engine," adding AI agents (inventory prediction,
order rerouting, fraud detection) and a Model Context Protocol (MCP) server so brands/retailers can be discovered and
transacted within LLM-based shopping (e.g., ChatGPT-style assistants). It states it powers $10B+ GMV (Sept 2025),
rising to $13B+ GMV (Dec 2025), for customers including Samsung, Walgreens, and Home Depot.
Leadership (9 listed; 9 independently re-confirmed)

Omar Qari — Chief Executive Officer (appointed Feb 27, 2025; replaced Justin Hartanov; ex-K1 Operating Partner, ex-
Abacus co-founder) — source
Peyman Zamani — Co-Founder & former CEO (founded 2010; UConn-rooted) — source
Karim Hadchiti — Co-Founder & CFO — source
Justin Hartanov — Former CEO (July 2023 - Feb 2025); quoted as CEO in Jan 2024 Cortina release — source
Sara Moore — VP, North American Sales — source
Andrea Degnan — Senior Director of Finance — source
Becca McCarthy — Sr. Director of Marketing (original team member) — source
Kyle Stainer — VP of Product (appointed May 21, 2025; ex-RevCascade co-founder) — source
Christopher Salomon — VP of Engineering (appointed July 2025; ex-Home Depot, ex-PlayOn Sports) — NOT in
original dossier — source

Funding: Primary disclosed round: $135 million growth investment from K1 Investment Management, announced Oct
26, 2021 (GP Bullhound was financial advisor). K1 is now the controlling/PE owner, and current CEO Omar Qari was
previously a K1 Operating Partner. Sources: https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-secures-135-million-
from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/ ; https://k1.com/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-omar-qari-as-chief-executive-officer-to-lead-the-next-phase-of-growth-and-innovation-302386378.html%20(NYC%20dateline,%20Feb%2027%202025)%20and%20https://www.citybiz.co/article/666131/logicbroker-appoints-omar-qari-as-ceo
https://www.crunchbase.com/person/peyman-zamani%20and%20https://ctinnovations.com/case_study/logicbroker/%20and%20https://engineering.uconn.edu/person/peyman-zamani/
https://ctinnovations.com/case_study/logicbroker/%20(names%20both%20co-founders,%202010)%20and%20https://rocketreach.co/karim-hadchiti-email_368817903
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-acquires-cortina-expanding-comprehensive-marketplace--dropship-solutions-302032746.html%20(Chicago%20dateline,%20Jan%2011%202024,%20quotes%20Hartanov%20as%20CEO)
https://www.logicbroker.com/meet-sara-moore/%20(Logicbroker's%20own%20announcement%20post)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrea-degnan-scanlon-00648a51/%20and%20WebSearch%20confirmation%20of%20leadership-team%20bio
file:///tmp/WebSearch%20confirmation%20of%20https://www.logicbroker.com/company/leadership-team/%20bio
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-kyle-stainer-as-vp-of-product-to-drive-the-next-wave-of-intelligence-commerce-302461955.html%20and%20https://www.morningstar.com/news/pr-newswire/20250521ny93357/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/former-home-depot-engineering-leader-joins-logicbroker-as-vp-of-engineering-to-scale-intelligent-commerce-platform-302505299.html%20and%20https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/chris-salomon/


modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/ ; https://www.freightwaves.com/news/logicbroker-raises-135-million-to-
enhance-drop-shipping-capability . Earlier: a $1.6M Series A in 2013 is reported by GetLatka
(https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker), giving a reported total of ~$136.6M across two rounds (not company-
confirmed). No valuation publicly disclosed.
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed by the company. Third-party estimate: GetLatka estimates ~$6M revenue for 2024 (up
from ~$4M in 2023 and ~$3M in 2021) — https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker (estimate only; unverified by
company). Note: Logicbroker reports platform GMV (gross merchandise value flowing through the platform), which is
distinct from its own revenue: $5B+ GMV (2021), $10B+ GMV (Sept 2025), $13B+ GMV (Dec 2025).
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Launching and commercializing an 'Agentic Commerce Orchestration Platform' — letting brands/retailers be
discovered and transact inside LLM/AI assistants (with an MCP server) while remaining merchant of record —
signal: Press release announcing the platform launch, dated Sept 15, 2025, with CEO Omar Qari calling Logicbroker
'the first major player to bring a solution to market' ↗
Embedding agentic-payment rails by partnering with PayPal so thousands of its merchants can activate
PayPal's agentic commerce services via one integration — signal: Joint press release dated Dec 8, 2025
announcing the PayPal partnership; states Logicbroker now powers $13B+ GMV ↗
Partnering with Stripe to let merchants sell through multiple AI agents via a single interface (catalog/inventory
sync to AI agents) — signal: Announced ~Dec 16, 2025; CEO quote framing it as addressing a 'multi-trillion dollar
opportunity of agentic commerce' ↗
Expanding multi-vendor / marketplace capabilities and SMB-platform connectors (Shopify, Squarespace,
WooCommerce) via M&A — signal: Acquisition of Cortina announced Jan 11, 2024 to add its 1,500+ brand network
and modern marketplace/dropship tech; CEO Justin Hartanov quoted on building 'an unmatched multi-vendor
commerce experience' ↗
Building out an internal Data & Analytics / AI-engineering function to support agentic workflows, intelligent
order orchestration, and MCP server integrations — signal: Active job posting for an Analytics Engineer on a
'growing Data & Analytics team,' and careers-page statement that the company is 'building the next generation of AI-
powered commerce infrastructure including agentic workflows... and MCP server integrations' ↗
New-leadership-driven 'next phase of growth' — investing in core technology and expanding platform
connectivity under a K1-installed CEO — signal: Feb 27, 2025 CEO announcement: Omar Qari (ex-K1 Operating
Partner, ex-Abacus co-founder) hired to drive 'the next phase of growth by investing in our core technology, expanding
our platform's connectivity' ↗

Other intel
Founded in 2010; roots in Connecticut (founder Peyman Zamani has a UConn MBA and the company was backed
early by Connecticut Innovations). Legacy HQ was Shelton, CT. ↗
Named to the Inc. 5000 in 2024 for the third consecutive year (confirms the 2024 Inc. 5000 honoree hint). ↗
Owned/backed by K1 Investment Management (enterprise-software-focused PE firm) since the Oct 2021 investment;
current CEO is a former K1 Operating Partner — a strong PE-operator signal. ↗
Platform is built on Microsoft Azure; listed on Microsoft commercial marketplace and SAP partner directory. Reports
99.9%+ uptime. ↗
Three CEOs in ~18 months (Zamani founder → Hartanov Jul 2023 → Qari Feb 2025) — notable leadership
turnover/transition under PE ownership. ↗
Reported customers/brands across releases include Samsung, Walgreens, Home Depot, Mars Wrigley, Coca-Cola,
Hasbro, Fossil, McKesson, GE Appliances, 1-800-Flowers, and Purpose Brands (Orangetheory); retailer connections
include Amazon, Walmart, Kroger. ↗
GetLatka also reports ~5 quota-carrying sales reps and the headcount history cited above; useful color but third-party
estimates, not company-confirmed. ↗

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-empowers-brands-and-retailers-to-turn-llm-searches-into-storefronts-with-launch-of-agentic-commerce-orchestration-platform-302555421.html
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-paypal-agentic-commerce-partnership/%20and%20https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-announces-partnership-with-paypal-to-make-agentic-commerce-accessible-to-merchants-at-scale-302635534.html
https://channelx.world/2025/12/logicbroker-and-stripe-to-deliver-powerful-turnkey-agentic-commerce/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-acquires-cortina-expanding-comprehensive-marketplace--dropship-solutions-302032746.html
https://www.logicbroker.com/company/careers/%20(and%20LinkedIn%20jobs%20link%20https://www.linkedin.com/company/logicbroker/jobs/)
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/omar-ceo/
https://ctinnovations.com/case_study/logicbroker/%20and%20https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-appoints-industry-veteran-justin-hartanov-as-chief-executive-officer-marking-a-new-chapter-in-innovation/
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/inc-5000-2024/%20and%20https://www.inc.com/profile/logicbroker
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-omar-qari-as-chief-executive-officer-to-lead-the-next-phase-of-growth-and-innovation-302386378.html
https://marketplace.microsoft.com/en-us/product/web-apps/logicbrokerinc.logicbroker%20and%20https://www.sap.com/products/scm/partners/logicbroker-inc-drop-ship-and-marketplace.html%20and%20https://logicbroker.com/
https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-appoints-industry-veteran-justin-hartanov-as-chief-executive-officer-marking-a-new-chapter-in-innovation/%20and%20https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/omar-ceo/
https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/%20and%20https://logicbroker.com/
https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker


⚠ Verifier flags

(major) location — The 'Chicago/Chicagoland' premise does NOT hold against current primary sources.
Logicbroker's own contact page (logicbroker.com/company/contact-us/) lists Global HQ as New York City (521
5th Ave, 17th Floor, NY 10175) plus a UK office in Reading; the company describes itself as fully remote. A
Chicago tie is real but stale: the Jan 11, 2024 Cortina acquisition press release carries a CHICAGO dateline
(independently confirmed), and aggregators (D&B lists Logicbroker under Chicago, IL; CB Insights) show a 217 N
Jefferson St, Chicago address for ~2023-2024. But the Feb 27, 2025 CEO press release and all 2025 releases are
NYC-datelined. Bottom line: if this dossier feeds a 'Chicagoland companies' list, the premise is shaky-to-wrong as
of 2025-2026 — Chicago is a legacy/aggregator address, not the current self-designated HQ.
(minor) executives[2].title — Karim Hadchiti is under-specified as just 'Co-Founder.' Independent sources
(Crunchbase, Connecticut Innovations case study, RocketReach) consistently identify him as Co-Founder AND
Chief Financial Officer (CFO). The co-founder relationship and 2010 founding with Peyman Zamani are confirmed;
only the title is incomplete.
(minor) executives — Roster is incomplete/slightly stale: the dossier missed Christopher (Chris) Salomon,
appointed VP of Engineering in July 2025 (confirmed via PRNewswire and logicbroker.com/press-release/chris-
salomon/) — a current, independently verifiable executive. Not an error, but a gap for a leadership profile.
(minor) revenue — The ~$6M (2024) revenue figure is a GetLatka third-party estimate only, not company-
confirmed, and GetLatka estimates are frequently unreliable. The dossier flags this, but it should not be treated as
a sourced fact. Company reports GMV ($10B+ Sept 2025, $13B+ Dec 2025), which is confirmed but is platform
throughput, not Logicbroker revenue.
(minor) funding — The earlier '$1.6M Series A in 2013' (yielding a ~$136.6M total) is sourced only to GetLatka and
is not company-confirmed; treat as unverified. The headline $135M K1 round (Oct 26, 2021) is solidly confirmed
(TechCrunch, FreightWaves, Benzinga, K1, GP Bullhound) and is the only credible disclosed round.

Fact-checker note: Company is real and the dossier is unusually well-sourced; nearly every load-bearing claim survived
adversarial re-verification. CONFIRMED independently: (1) Existence and business — B2B SaaS drop-ship/marketplace
integration platform on Azure, now repositioned as 'Agentic Commerce Orchestration,' customers Samsung/Walgreens/Home
Depot. (2) Size — ~59-60 employees, squarely within the 20-85 target: LinkedIn shows the broad '51-200' band, and multiple
sources report ~60 employees across 3 continents as of Oct 2025; GetLatka's 59 (Dec 2024) is consistent. Company is fully
remote, so headcount is distributed. (3) Funding — $135M from K1 Investment Management (Oct 26, 2021) confirmed by
TechCrunch, FreightWaves, Benzinga, K1, and GP Bullhound. (4) Opportunities all real and current: Agentic Commerce
Orchestration platform launch (Sept 15, 2025, with the verbatim Omar Qari 'first major player' quote), PayPal partnership (Dec 8,
2025), Stripe partnership (Dec 16, 2025), Cortina acquisition (Jan 11, 2024). (5) Founded 2010, Connecticut/UConn roots, Inc.
5000 2024.\n\nTHE ONE REAL REFUTATION is geography. This is the dossier's own flagged caveat and it is correct to flag it: the
'Chicago' hint is a legacy/aggregator artifact, not the company's current HQ. Current primary source (the live contact page) says
Global HQ = New York City; the company is fully remote with original roots in Shelton, CT. A genuine Chicago presence existed
~2023-2024 (Jan 2024 Cortina release is Chicago-datelined; D&B and CB Insights carry a 217 N Jefferson St Chicago address),
but every 2025 release datelines NEW YORK. So Logicbroker should NOT be presented as a current Chicagoland-headquartered
company. Verdict is keep-with-caveats rather than drop because the company, its size, its executives, its funding, and its
opportunities are all solidly verified — only the geographic framing fails. If the use case strictly requires a present-day
Chicagoland HQ, this would flip to drop. Recommend correcting HQ to NYC (fully remote), upgrading Hadchiti's title to Co-
Founder & CFO, adding Chris Salomon (VP Engineering), and treating GetLatka revenue/the 2013 Series A as unverified
estimates.
Sources (27): https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker · https://logicbroker.com/ · https://www.logicbroker.com/company/contact-us/ · https://w
ww.logicbroker.com/company/careers/ · https://www.logicbroker.com/company/leadership-team/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/logicbroker ·
https://www.cbinsights.com/company/logicbroker · https://us.kompass.com/c/logicbroker-inc/usnn0669493/ · https://www.crunchbase.com/organi
zation/logicbroker · https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/ · http
s://k1.com/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/ · https://www.freightwaves.com/news/logicbroker-r
aises-135-million-to-enhance-drop-shipping-capability · https://www.privsource.com/acquisitions/deal/k1-investment-management-invests-135m-i
n-logicbroker-aYS44J · https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/omar-ceo/ · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-
omar-qari-as-chief-executive-officer-to-lead-the-next-phase-of-growth-and-innovation-302386378.html · https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logi
cbroker-appoints-industry-veteran-justin-hartanov-as-chief-executive-officer-marking-a-new-chapter-in-innovation/ · https://www.prnewswire.com/
news-releases/logicbroker-acquires-cortina-expanding-comprehensive-marketplace--dropship-solutions-302032746.html · https://www.prnewswir

https://getlatka.com/companies/logicbroker
https://logicbroker.com/
https://www.logicbroker.com/company/contact-us/
https://www.logicbroker.com/company/careers/
https://www.logicbroker.com/company/careers/
https://www.logicbroker.com/company/leadership-team/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/logicbroker
https://www.cbinsights.com/company/logicbroker
https://us.kompass.com/c/logicbroker-inc/usnn0669493/
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/logicbroker
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/logicbroker
https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/
https://k1.com/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/
https://k1.com/logicbroker-secures-135-million-from-k1-to-modernize-digital-commerce-fulfillment/
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/logicbroker-raises-135-million-to-enhance-drop-shipping-capability
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/logicbroker-raises-135-million-to-enhance-drop-shipping-capability
https://www.privsource.com/acquisitions/deal/k1-investment-management-invests-135m-in-logicbroker-aYS44J
https://www.privsource.com/acquisitions/deal/k1-investment-management-invests-135m-in-logicbroker-aYS44J
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/omar-ceo/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-omar-qari-as-chief-executive-officer-to-lead-the-next-phase-of-growth-and-innovation-302386378.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-welcomes-omar-qari-as-chief-executive-officer-to-lead-the-next-phase-of-growth-and-innovation-302386378.html
https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-appoints-industry-veteran-justin-hartanov-as-chief-executive-officer-marking-a-new-chapter-in-innovation/
https://logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-appoints-industry-veteran-justin-hartanov-as-chief-executive-officer-marking-a-new-chapter-in-innovation/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-acquires-cortina-expanding-comprehensive-marketplace--dropship-solutions-302032746.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-acquires-cortina-expanding-comprehensive-marketplace--dropship-solutions-302032746.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-empowers-brands-and-retailers-to-turn-llm-searches-into-storefronts-with-launch-of-agentic-commerce-orchestration-platform-302555421.html


e.com/news-releases/logicbroker-empowers-brands-and-retailers-to-turn-llm-searches-into-storefronts-with-launch-of-agentic-commerce-orchestr
ation-platform-302555421.html · https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-paypal-agentic-commerce-partnership/ · https://www.prne
wswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-announces-partnership-with-paypal-to-make-agentic-commerce-accessible-to-merchants-at-scale-302635
534.html · https://channelx.world/2025/12/logicbroker-and-stripe-to-deliver-powerful-turnkey-agentic-commerce/ · https://www.logicbroker.com/pre
ss-release/inc-5000-2024/ · https://www.inc.com/profile/logicbroker · https://ctinnovations.com/case_study/logicbroker/ · https://businessmodelcan
vastemplate.com/blogs/brief-history/logicbroker-brief-history · https://marketplace.microsoft.com/en-us/product/web-apps/logicbrokerinc.logicbrok
er · https://www.sap.com/products/scm/partners/logicbroker-inc-drop-ship-and-marketplace.html

2. Coinflow Labs High confidence

Industry: Web3 / stablecoin payments infrastructure (fintech). Cross-border payment processing, pay-ins, payouts, FX,
and fraud/chargeback protection for merchants in marketplaces, fintech, gaming, payroll, remittance, and ecommerce.
Location: Headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. Confirmed by Crain's Chicago Business, Built In Chicago, and
Crunchbase; the company also operates a Polish-registered VASP entity (Coinflow Sp. z o.o.) per its own website
footer. Legal US entity: Coinflow Labs Limited. All 9 current open roles are listed in Chicago.
Headcount: Approximately 25-49, and growing. Fortune reported ~25 employees at the Series A (Oct 2025); Tracxn
cited 43 as of Jan 31, 2026 and 49 as of May 31, 2026. Basis: ~25 = Fortune
(https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/); 43/49 =
Tracxn (https://tracxn.com/d/companies/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE). The
upward trajectory is corroborated by 9 open Chicago roles on the careers site and a stated plan to grow US and EU
teams. Within the expected 20-85 band.
What they do: Coinflow is a global payments platform that lets businesses accept traditional payments (e.g. credit
cards) and settle instantly in stablecoins, using stablecoins as an intermediary settlement layer for fast, low-cost cross-
border money movement. It combines pay-ins, unified payouts, multi-currency FX, AI-driven fraud prevention,
chargeback/fraud liability indemnification, and blockchain-based proof-of-delivery into a single platform. It supports fiat
conversion and multiple blockchains (e.g. Solana, Ethereum) and claims payment coverage in 170+ countries. Founded
late 2022; originally crypto-focused, now serving predominantly non-crypto merchants. Positions itself as a leaner,
stablecoin-native challenger to Stripe.
Leadership (5 listed; 4 independently re-confirmed)

Daniel Lev — Co-Founder & CEO — source
Benjamin (Ben) Meeder — Co-Founder & CTO — source
Jake Montgomery — Co-Founder; COO / Head of Operations and Design (sources diverge on exact title) — source
Seth Sattler — Chief Compliance Officer — source
Daniel Lev (Daniel M. Lev) — Co-Founder & CEO — source

Funding: $25M Series A closed October 2025, led by Pantera Capital, with participation from CMT Digital, Coinbase
Ventures, The Fintech Fund, Jump Capital, Reciprocal Ventures, plus founders/operators from 12+ fintech and
blockchain companies (https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-
payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase ; https://pulse2.com/coinflow-25-million-series-a-secured-for-global-
payments-infrastructure/). Earlier rounds: a $1.45M pre-seed (https://www.citybiz.co/article/406251/coinflow-labs-
raises-1-45m-in-pre-seed-funding/) and a 2024 seed round (referenced as the '2024 seed' baseline for its 23x revenue
growth). Total cumulative funding reported as ~$28.7M (Tracxn / Crunchbase aggregation:
https://tracxn.com/d/companies/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE). Seed round
amount not publicly disclosed.
Revenue: Specific revenue figures Not publicly disclosed. Company discloses '23x revenue growth' since its 2024
seed round and a 'multi-billion-dollar annual transaction volume run rate' across 170+ countries
(https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-
pantera-and-coinbase ; https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/coinflow-raises-25m-series-a-20251010). Note:
transaction volume is not revenue.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-empowers-brands-and-retailers-to-turn-llm-searches-into-storefronts-with-launch-of-agentic-commerce-orchestration-platform-302555421.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-empowers-brands-and-retailers-to-turn-llm-searches-into-storefronts-with-launch-of-agentic-commerce-orchestration-platform-302555421.html
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/logicbroker-paypal-agentic-commerce-partnership/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-announces-partnership-with-paypal-to-make-agentic-commerce-accessible-to-merchants-at-scale-302635534.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-announces-partnership-with-paypal-to-make-agentic-commerce-accessible-to-merchants-at-scale-302635534.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/logicbroker-announces-partnership-with-paypal-to-make-agentic-commerce-accessible-to-merchants-at-scale-302635534.html
https://channelx.world/2025/12/logicbroker-and-stripe-to-deliver-powerful-turnkey-agentic-commerce/
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/inc-5000-2024/
https://www.logicbroker.com/press-release/inc-5000-2024/
https://www.inc.com/profile/logicbroker
https://ctinnovations.com/case_study/logicbroker/
https://businessmodelcanvastemplate.com/blogs/brief-history/logicbroker-brief-history
https://businessmodelcanvastemplate.com/blogs/brief-history/logicbroker-brief-history
https://marketplace.microsoft.com/en-us/product/web-apps/logicbrokerinc.logicbroker
https://marketplace.microsoft.com/en-us/product/web-apps/logicbrokerinc.logicbroker
https://www.sap.com/products/scm/partners/logicbroker-inc-drop-ship-and-marketplace.html
https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/%20(also%20Crain's%20Chicago%20Business%20and%20CoinDesk%20name%20him%20CEO/co-founder)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benmeeder/%20and%20https://www.crunchbase.com/person/benjamin-meeder-f92d%20(Fortune%20also%20names%20him%20CTO)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jake-montgomery-306305166/%20(COO)%20and%20https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/%20(Head%20of%20Operations%20and%20Design)
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en-us/posts/authors/seth-sattler/%20and%20https://www.quantexa.com/blog/crypto-s-aml-compliance-revolution-and-what-midsize-and-community-banks-can-learn-from-it/%20(also%20CB%20Insights%20and%20RocketReach)
https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/%20and%20https://www.chicagobusiness.com/finance-banking/stablecoin-payments-startup-coinflow-raises-25-million/


Geographic payout expansion into Asia and Latin America (stated goal of expanding payout coverage toward
100+ countries) — signal: Series A press release / use-of-funds explicitly earmarks expanding payout coverage in
Asia and Latin America ↗
Hiring across US and Europe to scale the team post-Series A — signal: Use-of-funds states growing US and EU
teams; corroborated by 9 open full-time roles currently listed in Chicago (ML Engineer, Applied AI Lead, Security
Engineer, Senior/Forward Deployed/Software Engineers, Senior Merchant Underwriter, BD Manager, SDR, Operations
Support Analyst) ↗
Heavy investment in AI/ML for fraud prevention and payment orchestration (improving transaction approval
rates) — signal: Multiple open AI/ML roles (Machine Learning Engineer, Applied AI Lead) plus use-of-funds to
'advance payment orchestration to boost approval rates'; product framed around AI-driven fraud prevention ↗
Expanding merchant underwriting / risk capacity to onboard more merchants — signal: Open 'Senior Merchant
Underwriter' role (Risk & Compliance) signals scaling merchant onboarding and risk operations ↗
Scaling go-to-market / sales motion (new revenue acquisition) — signal: Open 'Business Development Manager'
and 'Sales Development Representative' roles in Business Development ↗
Building out Chicago as a crypto/fintech hub and recruiting local talent (employer-brand / talent play) — signal:
CEO Daniel Lev told Crain's: 'Hopefully other founders that are starting out can see that you can raise a large Series A
in Chicago. You do not have to move to San Francisco or New York. There is a bunch of good talent here.' ↗

Other intel
Founded late 2022. The company website's About page states 'Late 2022'; Crunchbase/Tracxn/CB Insights list
founding year 2022. (Some aggregator blurbs say 2023; the 'seed round in 2024' refers to funding, not founding.) ↗
CEO quote on thesis: 'Stablecoins is a paradigm shift. There will be a net new winner who was built natively on this
technology.' Also: 'If you can perform better and faster, then volume naturally flows to you.' (Stripe-challenger
positioning.) ↗
CEO quote in press release: 'Payment systems are still stuck in a patchwork of local networks, riddled with delays,
fraud, and unnecessary costs.' ↗
Investor endorsement: Pantera Capital partner Ryan Barney is associated with the deal, framing Coinflow against a
multi-hundred-trillion-dollar cross-border payments TAM (release cites the $194T+ / projected ~$320T cross-border
market). ↗
Corporate structure: US entity 'Coinflow Labs Limited' (© 2025) plus a Polish-registered VASP 'Coinflow Sp. z o.o.' per
the company website footer — indicates an EU regulatory/operational presence alongside Chicago HQ. ↗
Target verticals named by the company: marketplaces, fintechs, gaming, payroll, remittance, and ecommerce. Named
customers referenced in testimonials include Courtyard and Audius. ↗
Seed source provided in the task (Crunchbase) was not directly fetchable (HTTP 403) during this research; Crunchbase
data was corroborated via Tracxn, CB Insights, Crain's, and the company's own materials. ↗

https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase%20;%20https://pulse2.com/coinflow-25-million-series-a-secured-for-global-payments-infrastructure/
https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase%20;%20https://jobs.ashbyhq.com/Coinflow%20(jobs%20API:%20https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow)
https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow%20;%20https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251006771358/en/Coinflow-Closes-$25M-Series-A-Led-by-Pantera-Capital-To-Power-Billions-in-Global-Payment-Volume
https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow
https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/finance-banking/stablecoin-payments-startup-coinflow-raises-25-million/
https://coinflow.cash/about-us/%20;%20https://tracxn.com/d/companies/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE
https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/
https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase
https://pulse2.com/coinflow-25-million-series-a-secured-for-global-payments-infrastructure/
https://coinflow.cash/about-us/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251006771358/en/Coinflow-Closes-$25M-Series-A-Led-by-Pantera-Capital-To-Power-Billions-in-Global-Payment-Volume%20;%20https://coinflow.cash/about-us/
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/coinflow-labs


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) executives.Seth Sattler — The profile flags Seth Sattler (Chief Compliance Officer) as 'not independently
confirmed on a primary source.' This caveat is now outdated/overly cautious: his CCO role at Coinflow is
independently corroborated by Thomson Reuters Institute (author bio), Quantexa, and RocketReach, in addition to
CB Insights. The role itself is supported, though no first-party company page naming him was located.
(minor) executives.Jake Montgomery.title — Title is inconsistent across sources: Fortune lists him as 'Co-
Founder, Head of Operations and Design,' while LinkedIn and ZoomInfo list 'Co-Founder & COO.' The profile
already discloses this divergence, so it is not a fabrication, but the exact current title is ambiguous.
(minor) otherIntel.foundingYear — Founding year varies by source: the company's About page and
Crunchbase/Tracxn/CB Insights indicate late 2022, while several press aggregators (and one Crain's-derived
snippet) say 'Established in 2023.' The 2023 references appear to conflate the Chicago relocation / April 2023 pre-
seed with founding. Profile handles this correctly, but the discrepancy exists in the wild.
(minor) funding.pre-seed — The pre-seed is real ($1.45M, announced April 2023 via
BusinessWire/citybiz/FinSMEs), but the lead investors were Jump Crypto and Reciprocal Ventures (with CMT
Digital, DCG, gumi Cryptos and others) — the profile cites the round without naming its leads. Soft omission only;
the figure and existence are confirmed.
(minor) revenue — No specific revenue figure is publicly disclosed (profile states this correctly). The '23x revenue
growth since 2024 seed' and 'multi-billion-dollar annual transaction volume run rate' are company-provided,
press-release-sourced figures (CoinDesk, BusinessWire) that cannot be independently audited; the profile
appropriately flags that transaction volume is not revenue.

Fact-checker note: Adversarial check could not refute any core claim; the profile is unusually accurate and well-sourced.
CONFIRMED: (1) Company is real and headquartered in Chicago, IL — corroborated by Fortune, Crain's Chicago Business,
CoinDesk, FintechFutures, Built In Chicago, PYMNTS, crypto.news, Wilson Sonsini (the lead investor's counsel), and Pantera
Capital's own 'Investing in Coinflow' blog. (2) Employee size ~25-49: Fortune cites ~25 at the Series A; LinkedIn/CB
Insights/Tracxn span 11-50 / 43 — comfortably inside the 20-85 band. (3) Funding: $25M Series A led by Pantera Capital (Oct
2025), participants CMT Digital, Coinbase Ventures, The Fintech Fund, Jump Capital, Reciprocal Ventures — confirmed by 10+
independent outlets; Pantera partner Ryan Barney quoted. Earlier $1.45M pre-seed (Apr 2023) confirmed via
BusinessWire/citybiz/FinSMEs. (4) All four named executives independently re-confirmed (see verifiedExecutives); the profile's
own 'Seth Sattler not independently confirmed' caveat can be relaxed. (5) Opportunities are well-grounded: the live Ashby jobs
API (api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow) returns exactly 9 open roles, ALL in Chicago, matching the profile's list
(ML Engineer, Operations Support Analyst, Forward Deployed Engineer, Senior Merchant Underwriter, Senior Software Engineer,
BD Manager, SDR, Applied AI Lead, Security Engineer) — directly supporting the hiring, AI/ML, merchant-underwriting, and
GTM/sales opportunities. Asia/LatAm payout expansion and US/EU hiring are stated use-of-funds in the Series A coverage
(CoinDesk). Named customers Courtyard and Audius confirmed in Series A coverage. Only minor caveats remain (Jake
Montgomery title ambiguity, founding-year aggregator inconsistency, revenue figures being company-provided/non-auditable).
Note: BusinessWire and Crain's were paywalled/timed out on direct fetch, but all facts they carried were corroborated through
other independent sources. Verdict: keep.
Sources (18): https://coinflow.cash · https://coinflow.cash/about-us/ · https://jobs.ashbyhq.com/Coinflow · https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job
-board/Coinflow · https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251006771358/en/Coinflow-Closes-$25M-Series-A-Led-by-Pantera-Capital-To-Po
wer-Billions-in-Global-Payment-Volume · https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-b
acked-by-pantera-and-coinbase · https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/ · htt
ps://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/coinflow-raises-25m-series-a-20251010 · https://www.chicagobusiness.com/finance-banking/stablecoin-paym
ents-startup-coinflow-raises-25-million/ · https://pulse2.com/coinflow-25-million-series-a-secured-for-global-payments-infrastructure/ · https://ww
w.fintechfutures.com/venture-capital-funding/coinflow-closes-25m-series-a-to-scale-stablecoin-payment-services · https://tracxn.com/d/companie
s/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE · https://www.cbinsights.com/company/coinflow-labs/people · https://www.lin
kedin.com/in/benmeeder/ · https://www.linkedin.com/in/jake-montgomery-306305166/ · https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-m-lev/ · https://www.cit
ybiz.co/article/406251/coinflow-labs-raises-1-45m-in-pre-seed-funding/ · https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/coinflow-labs

https://coinflow.cash/
https://coinflow.cash/about-us/
https://jobs.ashbyhq.com/Coinflow
https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow
https://api.ashbyhq.com/posting-api/job-board/Coinflow
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251006771358/en/Coinflow-Closes-$25M-Series-A-Led-by-Pantera-Capital-To-Power-Billions-in-Global-Payment-Volume
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251006771358/en/Coinflow-Closes-$25M-Series-A-Led-by-Pantera-Capital-To-Power-Billions-in-Global-Payment-Volume
https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase
https://www.coindesk.com/business/2025/10/08/coinflow-raises-usd25m-to-scale-stablecoin-payments-backed-by-pantera-and-coinbase
https://fortune.com/crypto/2025/10/08/stablecoin-coinflow-startup-funding-round-pantera-stripe-payments/
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/coinflow-raises-25m-series-a-20251010
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/coinflow-raises-25m-series-a-20251010
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/finance-banking/stablecoin-payments-startup-coinflow-raises-25-million/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/finance-banking/stablecoin-payments-startup-coinflow-raises-25-million/
https://pulse2.com/coinflow-25-million-series-a-secured-for-global-payments-infrastructure/
https://www.fintechfutures.com/venture-capital-funding/coinflow-closes-25m-series-a-to-scale-stablecoin-payment-services
https://www.fintechfutures.com/venture-capital-funding/coinflow-closes-25m-series-a-to-scale-stablecoin-payment-services
https://tracxn.com/d/companies/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE
https://tracxn.com/d/companies/coinflow/__DNQOIdr45Jk6K5mhIOz8lIJRDumBdDe5LkMOx7wEjyE
https://www.cbinsights.com/company/coinflow-labs/people
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benmeeder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benmeeder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jake-montgomery-306305166/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-m-lev/
https://www.citybiz.co/article/406251/coinflow-labs-raises-1-45m-in-pre-seed-funding/
https://www.citybiz.co/article/406251/coinflow-labs-raises-1-45m-in-pre-seed-funding/
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/coinflow-labs


3. Grandview Analytics High confidence

Industry: Financial services technology consulting and enterprise data management (professional services for asset
managers and financial institutions)
Location: Chicago, IL — HQ at 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1000, Chicago, IL 60661. No other offices confirmed
via primary sources (job listings reference the Chicago office; one careers-page summary mentioned a "Greater
Chicago or NYC" eligibility radius, but this could not be confirmed on the actual job posting, so a NYC office is treated
as unconfirmed).
Headcount: ~30-40. LinkedIn lists the size band as 11-50 employees and shows ~30 associated employee profiles
(https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandview-analytics). The company's own 10-year-anniversary post describes a
"40+ person team" (https://grandviewanalytics.com/a-decade-of-success-grandview-celebrates-10-years/). Falls within
the 20-85 target range.
What they do: Grandview Analytics is a Chicago-based technology consulting and enterprise data-management firm
serving the financial industry. It helps financial institutions and investment managers modernize their data and
technology environments through strategic advisory, technology implementation, systems integration, and
data/analytics consulting. It also offers an outsourced/managed data and reporting service powered by its proprietary
cloud-based platform, Rivvit (spun off as the independent Rivvit Inc. in 2024). Clients include investment managers,
insurance companies, private equity firms, hedge funds, family offices, direct lenders, fund administrators, and banks.
Stated specialties include Aladdin and Charles River implementations, data warehousing, IBOR/ABOR, enterprise data
management, and risk & compliance. Founded 2014.
Leadership (6 listed; 6 independently re-confirmed)

Chris Lamb — Co-Founder & CEO (formally assumed CEO per May 13, 2026 release; earlier 2025 materials list him as
Co-Founder & President) — source
Matt Biver — Co-Founder & Advisor (now leads spun-off Rivvit Inc. as CEO) — source
Tony Kauzlarich — Chief Revenue Officer (newly created role, May 13, 2026; previously promoted to Partner/Head of
Client Delivery in March 2025; joined 2021) — source
Jeff Klug — Partner & Chief Operating Officer (newly created role announced May 13, 2026; joined from Beghou
Consulting) — source
Chip Rabus — Managing Director, Head of Business Development — source
Jen Pavlus — Head of Talent Management — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. No venture/PE funding rounds are listed on the company's Crunchbase or CB Insights
profiles, and no investors are named; the firm appears to be privately held/founder-owned (it is a consulting firm, not a
venture-backed startup). CB Insights profile shows no disclosed funding
(https://www.cbinsights.com/company/grandview-analytics).
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. The company does not publish revenue. Indirect signal: it ranked No. 1358 on the
2023 Inc. 5000 and No. 1825 on the 2024 Inc. 5000 (both based on three-year revenue growth), implying multi-million-
dollar revenue and strong growth, but no specific dollar figure or exact growth percentage is publicly stated
(https://www.inc.com/profile/grandview-analytics; https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-named-to-
2024-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-companies-in-america/).
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Doubling down on its core consulting practice (vs. software) after spinning out Rivvit — and formalizing a
leadership/career track by elevating internal talent to Partner. — signal: March 11, 2025 press release announcing
Tony Kauzlarich's promotion to Partner (the firm's first internal promotion to Partner) as it 'deepened its focus on
consulting,' following the 2024 spin-off of Rivvit Inc. into an independent company. ↗
Expanding client engagements into new financial verticals: insurance asset management, wealth management,
private credit, and hedge funds. — signal: March 2025 'business momentum' press release explicitly states it
'expanded client engagements across insurance asset management, wealth management, private credit, and hedge
fund sectors.' ↗

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-names-jeff-klug-coo-tony-kauzlarich-cro-as-firm-scales-financial-services-consulting-practice-302770316.html
https://grandviewanalytics.com/about-us/leaders/matt-biver/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-names-jeff-klug-coo-tony-kauzlarich-cro-as-firm-scales-financial-services-consulting-practice-302770316.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-names-jeff-klug-coo-tony-kauzlarich-cro-as-firm-scales-financial-services-consulting-practice-302770316.html
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/


Actively scaling the consulting team with senior, experienced hires (senior analyst through director level),
indicating capacity expansion to meet demand. — signal: Careers/job postings seeking 'full-time senior analyst, VP,
and director-level positions' and the firm 'actively hiring investment professionals with 10+ years front-middle-back
office experience'; evergreen Business/Data Analyst posting with start dates 'aligned to new project opportunities.' ↗
Building brand presence and pipeline in the institutional investment-operations market via industry events. —
signal: Sponsoring InvestOps USA 2025 (Booth #42) in Orlando, per the March 2025 press release; also previously
shortlisted at the 2023 US FinTech Awards ('Data Initiative of the Year') and a SaaS Awards finalist for Rivvit. ↗
Growing the Rivvit managed-data/SaaS business as a standalone company following its spin-off. — signal:
Company confirmed the 'successful spin-off of its data management software, Rivvit Inc.' as an independent company
in 2024, with Co-Founder Matt Biver leading it. ↗

Other intel
Two-time Inc. 5000 honoree: No. 1358 (2023) and No. 1825 (2024), both based on three-year revenue growth — a
second consecutive year on the list. ↗
Celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2024 (founded 2014); held an anniversary event in Chicago and ran a 10-year blog
series. ↗
Both co-founders are ex-LaSalle Bank / Bank of America structured-finance and data-strategy veterans (20+ years
each). Chris Lamb is a CFA charterholder with a BA in Economics (University of Rochester); Matt Biver holds a BBA in
Finance (University of Iowa) and previously worked at Cortland Capital Market Services and Maven Wave Partners. ↗
Rivvit (the proprietary cloud-based enterprise data-management & reporting platform) was a 2023 US FinTech Awards
shortlist nominee ('Data Initiative of the Year') and a SaaS Awards finalist ('Best SaaS Product for Financial Services').
↗

Leadership-title nuance: post-Rivvit-spin-off, Matt Biver moved from CEO to Co-Founder/Advisor (and Rivvit lead)
while Chris Lamb's bio now lists him as Co-Founder & CEO. Some 2024-era materials still show Lamb as President
and Biver as CEO, so titles were in transition across 2024-2025. ↗

https://grandviewanalytics.com/careers/business-data-analyst-chicago-il/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-named-to-2024-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-companies-in-america/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/a-decade-of-success-grandview-celebrates-10-years/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/about-us/leaders/chris-lamb/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-named-to-2024-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-companies-in-america/
https://grandviewanalytics.com/about-us/leaders/matt-biver/


⚠ Verifier flags

(major) executives.Tony Kauzlarich — STALE TITLE. The profile lists him as 'Partner & Head of Client Delivery'
(from the March 11, 2025 release). A more recent PRNewswire release dated May 13, 2026 announces he was
promoted to Chief Revenue Officer (CRO), a newly created role, after 5 years at the firm. Confirmed at
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-names-jeff-klug-coo-tony-kauzlarich-cro-as-
firm-scales-financial-services-consulting-practice-302770316.html . His current title is CRO, not Partner/Head of
Client Delivery.
(major) executives.Jeff Klug — INCORRECT SOURCING / LIKELY FABRICATED ATTRIBUTION. The profile
claims Klug was 'named as COO in the 2024 10-year-anniversary post.' I read that post
(https://grandviewanalytics.com/a-decade-of-success-grandview-celebrates-10-years/) and its body does NOT
name Klug as COO; the only Klug-COO reference is a dynamically-listed 'Recent News' link to the May 2026
release. The actual COO appointment is a NEWLY CREATED role announced May 13, 2026, with Klug joining from
Beghou Consulting (per https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-names-jeff-klug-coo-
tony-kauzlarich-cro-...-302770316.html). So the title (COO) is currently correct, but the cited 2024 source and the
implied 2024 tenure are wrong.
(minor) whatTheyDo / opportunities / otherIntel (Rivvit spin-off year) — DATE ERROR. The profile states
repeatedly that Rivvit Inc. spun off 'in 2024.' The company's own spin-off announcement
(https://grandviewanalytics.com/rivvit-inc-spins-off-from-grandview-analytics-as-an-independent-saas-company/)
is dated January 22, 2025. The event is real and Matt Biver does lead Rivvit, but the year is off by one (correctly it
was announced early 2025; 2024 materials only referenced Rivvit's development, not the independent spin-off).
(minor) executives.Chris Lamb — TITLE NUANCE (largely handled). Profile says 'Co-Founder & CEO.' This is
now correct per the May 13, 2026 release, where Lamb 'formally assumed the role of Chief Executive Officer.'
However, the contemporaneous March 2025 release and about-us page describe him as 'Co-Founder and
President.' The profile did flag this transition, so this is a soft caveat rather than an error — the CEO title is current
and confirmed.
(minor) location (NYC office) — Profile treats a possible NYC office as 'unconfirmed.' I independently found no
evidence of a NYC office; the anniversary post and all listings show only the Chicago HQ. The cautious hedge is
appropriate; flagging only to confirm no NYC office could be corroborated.

Fact-checker note: Company is unambiguously REAL and in Chicagoland. HQ at 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1000,
Chicago, IL 60661 confirmed across LinkedIn, LeadIQ, ZoomInfo, and the company site. Founded 2014; fintech/data-
management consulting for financial institutions. SIZE confirmed within the 20-85 target: LinkedIn shows the 11-50 band with
~30 employees listed, LeadIQ reports ~31 (Apr 2026), and the company's own 10-year-anniversary post cites a '40+ person
team.' FUNDING/REVENUE: no disclosed funding or investors found anywhere (targeted searches return only unrelated
'Grandview' investment firms) — privately held/founder-owned characterization is correct; revenue undisclosed, with Inc. 5000
ranks #1358 (2023) and #1825 (2024) independently CONFIRMED as the only revenue-growth signal. OPPORTUNITIES:
InvestOps USA 2025 Booth #42, the client-vertical expansion (insurance asset mgmt, wealth, private credit, hedge funds), and
the consulting-focus pivot post-Rivvit are all corroborated by the March 2025 release.\n\nThe profile is fundamentally sound but
BUILT ON STALE/EARLY-2025 DATA and missed a major May 13, 2026 executive restructuring (PRNewswire 302770316) that
supersedes two of its executive entries: Tony Kauzlarich is now CRO (not Partner/Head of Client Delivery), and Jeff Klug's COO
role is a newly created May-2026 appointment (he came from Beghou Consulting) — NOT a 2024 anniversary-post title as the
profile incorrectly sourced. Chris Lamb is now formally CEO. The Rivvit spin-off is mis-dated as 2024 (actually announced Jan 22,
2025). None of these undermine the company's existence, location, size, or core identity, so KEEP-WITH-CAVEATS rather than
drop. Recommend the dossier refresh the executive roster and Rivvit date against the May 2026 release before use.
Sources (15): https://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-named-to-2024-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-companies-in-america/ · http
s://grandviewanalytics.com/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum/ · https://grandviewanalytics.com/about-us/leaders/chris-la
mb/ · https://grandviewanalytics.com/about-us/leaders/matt-biver/ · https://grandviewanalytics.com/a-decade-of-success-grandview-celebrates-10
-years/ · https://grandviewanalytics.com/careers/ · https://grandviewanalytics.com/careers/business-data-analyst-chicago-il/ · https://grandviewana
lytics.com/about-us/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandview-analytics · https://www.inc.com/profile/grandview-analytics · https://www.prw
eb.com/releases/grandview-analytics-named-to-2024-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-companies-in-america-302221854.html · https://grandviewa
nalytics.com/grandview-analytics-makes-inc-5000-list-of-fastest-growing-private-companies-in-america/ · https://www.cbinsights.com/company/gr
andview-analytics · https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/grandview-analytics · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analyti
cs-announces-2025-business-momentum-and-new-partner-promotion-302397428.html
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/grandview-analytics-announces-2025-business-momentum-and-new-partner-promotion-302397428.html




Healthcare & Biotech

4. Prenosis, Inc. High confidence

Industry: Healthcare technology / AI-driven in-vitro diagnostics and precision medicine for acute/critical care
(Biotechnology Research per LinkedIn)
Location: Chicago, Illinois (HQ: 3440 South Dearborn Street, Suite 216S, Chicago, IL 60616). Operates a BSL-2 lab in
Chicago. Originally incubated at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Research Park (EnterpriseWorks tenant
2017-2018). Single confirmed location; no other Chicagoland sites surfaced.
Headcount: ~40-49. LinkedIn lists the company in the "11-50 employees" band and shows ~43 employees on
LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/company/prenosis). PitchBook and CB Insights/ZoomInfo profiles cite 49
(https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/155797-39 ; https://www.cbinsights.com/company/electrocyt). Within the 20-
85 target range. Basis: third-party company databases + LinkedIn employee listing.
What they do: Prenosis builds AI-driven diagnostics and a precision-medicine platform for acute/critical care. Its
Immunix platform integrates molecular (proteomic/biomarker) and clinical data via machine learning, built on a
proprietary biobank of 100,000+ blood samples from 25,000+ patients across ten U.S. partner hospitals. Its flagship
product, the Sepsis ImmunoScore, uses 22 parameters to produce a sepsis risk score and four risk categories; in April
2024 it became the first AI tool to receive FDA De Novo marketing authorization for sepsis diagnosis/prediction. The
company is expanding from diagnostics into integrated diagnostics-plus-therapeutics, including an AI corticosteroid
"companion diagnostic" for severe respiratory infections (pneumonia/ARDS).
Leadership (15 listed; 6 independently re-confirmed)

Bobby Reddy, Jr., PhD — Co-Founder & CEO — source
Angela McFarland — Chief Financial Officer — source
Carlos Lopez-Espina — Senior Vice President of Research & Development (company page lists CTO; independent
sources say SVP R&D) — source
Meghann Howland — SVP, Global Clinical Research (and Development) Operations — source
Robin Carver, RN, MSN, CIC — SVP, Commercialization — source
Rashid Bashir, PhD — Academic Co-Founder & Advisor (Dean, Grainger College of Engineering, UIUC) — source
Avinash Sastry, MBA — VP of Engineering — source
Brian Bray — VP of Technology — source
William Harty — VP of Integration Services — source
Jim Sianis, PharmD, MBA — Executive Director of Business Development — source
Nathan I. Shapiro, MD, MPH — Head Advisor for Clinical Research — source
Julia Monfrini Peev — Board Director (Founder & Managing Partner, PACE Healthcare Capital) — source
Gary Kurtzman, MD — Board Director — source
Sean Murphy — Board Director (former Head of Corporate M&A & Business Development, Abbott) — source
Edward Ogunro, PhD — Board Director (former SVP & CSO, Hospira) — source

Funding: $20M Series A closed and announced Jan 29, 2026, led by PACE Healthcare Capital, with co-investors UC
Investments, UCI Health Ventures, Labcorp Venture Fund, Global Health Investment Corporation (GHIC), Illinois Dept.
of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and Carle Health. Announced concurrently with a separate $20M
BARDA contract (non-dilutive; Contract #75A50125C00016, "Type to Treat" program) — together framed as "$40M."
CB Insights lists cumulative total funding of $31.4M (https://www.cbinsights.com/company/electrocyt). Sources:
https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-announces-barda-contract-series-a-financing-round/ ;
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-20m-barda-contract-and-20m-series-a-financing-
round-advancing-mission-to-deliver-integrated-diagnostics-and-therapeutics-302672648.html ;
https://hitconsultant.net/2026/01/29/prenosis-raises-40m-series-a-barda-sepsis-ai-precision-medicine/

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-20m-barda-contract-and-20m-series-a-financing-round-advancing-mission-to-deliver-integrated-diagnostics-and-therapeutics-302672648.html
https://theorg.com/org/prenosis/org-chart/angela-mcfarland
https://theorg.com/org/prenosis/org-chart/carlos-lopez-espina
https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-appoints-leadership-team/
https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-appoints-leadership-team/
https://researchpark.illinois.edu/impact/startup-graduates/prenosis/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
https://prenosis.com/team/
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Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. (Private company; no revenue figure found in any consulted source. Note: as of 2024
the Sepsis ImmunoScore had only recently received FDA authorization and entered commercial distribution via Roche,
so commercial revenue is early-stage.)
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Build a 'precision medicine clinical trial network' by integrating its Immunix platform into ~40 academic medical
centers across the U.S. — signal: Stated use-of-funds/expansion plan tied to the Jan 2026 Series A + BARDA raise
↗

Move beyond diagnostics into integrated diagnostics + therapeutics via an AI corticosteroid 'companion
diagnostic' for severe respiratory infection; run a BARDA-funded RCT enrolling ~800 patients
(pneumonia/ARDS) to predict who benefits from corticosteroid therapy — signal: $20M BARDA 'Type to Treat'
contract (#75A50125C00016) earmarked for the trial, announced Jan 29, 2026 ↗
Scale U.S. hospital commercialization of the Sepsis ImmunoScore through Roche distribution — signal: April
2024 commercial distribution collaboration integrating Sepsis ImmunoScore into Roche's navify Algorithm Suite ↗
Expand precision-medicine R&D into inflammatory disease / ARDS by identifying biomarker-defined responder
subgroups for a partner's gelsolin (rhu-pGSN) therapy — signal: April 2025 research-stage collaboration with
BioAegis Therapeutics using the Immunix platform ↗
Active hiring across engineering and program management (signals headcount growth from the ~40-49 base)
— signal: Open roles listed publicly: 'Project Manager' (Remote/Chicago) on Glassdoor and 'Sr. Software Developer
(Python, Healthcare)' on Peerlist; company maintains a Gusto/Recruitee jobs board ↗
Extend the Immunix platform to additional acute-care conditions beyond sepsis (pneumonia, acute heart
failure, ARDS, acute kidney injury) — signal: Use-of-funds language describing platform expansion across these
indications in the Jan 2026 financing announcement ↗

Other intel
Company formerly operated as 'ElectroCyt' (CB Insights profile slug is /company/electrocyt). Founded 2014. ↗
Spun out of University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign; co-founder Rashid Bashir is Dean of the Grainger College of
Engineering. Incubated at U of I Research Park / EnterpriseWorks (tenant 2017-2018). ↗
Sepsis ImmunoScore named to TIME's Best Inventions of 2024 (announced Nov 4, 2024). ↗
A study in NEJM AI concluded the Sepsis ImmunoScore has significant diagnostic and predictive power (Dec 2024). ↗
FDA De Novo authorization granted April 2, 2024 (FDA decision summary DEN230036); first AI tool authorized to
diagnose/predict sepsis. ↗
CEO Bobby Reddy Jr. recognized in Crain's Chicago Business '40 Under 40,' confirming local Chicago profile. ↗
FDA authorization also covered by CNBC, confirming national credibility of the milestone. ↗

https://hitconsultant.net/2026/01/29/prenosis-raises-40m-series-a-barda-sepsis-ai-precision-medicine/
https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-announces-barda-contract-series-a-financing-round/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-commercial-distribution-collaboration-with-roche-for-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-de-novo-authorized-artificial-intelligence-tool-for-sepsis-detection-302112509.html
https://www.biospace.com/press-releases/bioaegis-therapeutics-announces-collaboration-with-prenosis-to-advance-ai-driven-precision-medicine-in-inflammatory-disease
https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Prenosis-Jobs-E3245395.htm%20;%20https://peerlist.io/company/prenosis/careers/sr-software-developer-python-healthcare/jobhok89l7k776gg6fgeblognakbbb
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-20m-barda-contract-and-20m-series-a-financing-round-advancing-mission-to-deliver-integrated-diagnostics-and-therapeutics-302672648.html
https://www.cbinsights.com/company/electrocyt
https://researchpark.illinois.edu/impact/startup-graduates/prenosis/
https://researchpark.illinois.edu/enterpiseworks-graduate-prenosis-earns-spot-on-times-best-inventions-list/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/study-published-in-the-new-england-journal-of-medicine-ai-concludes-that-the-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-authorized-ai-tool-for-sepsis-has-both-significant-diagnostic-and-predictive-power-302321806.html
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/cdrh_docs/pdf23/DEN230036.pdf
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/prenosis-roche-diagnostics-make-distribution-deal/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/04/03/prenosis-says-ai-tool-for-sepsis-approved-by-fda.html


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) location — Suite number is inconsistent across sources. Dossier says '3440 South Dearborn Street, Suite
216S'; ZoomInfo shows 'Suite 222S'. The street address (3440 S Dearborn St, Chicago, IL 60616) and Chicago
HQ are well-corroborated, so this is a trivial detail discrepancy, not a location problem.
(minor) executives — Carlos Lopez-Espina's title is in genuine conflict. Prenosis's own current team page lists
him as 'Chief Technology Officer,' but multiple independent third-party sources (The Org, Datanyze, LinkedIn) list
him as 'Senior Vice President of Research & Development' with no CTO designation. The dossier hedges ('also
referred to as SVP of R&D'), but the CTO label could not be independently confirmed and may be stale.
(minor) executives — The board list is slightly out of date / incomplete. The current Prenosis team page lists an
additional Board Director, Vanessa Rollings Giannis, not present in the dossier. This is an omission rather than a
fabrication, but the dossier's executive roster is not fully current.
(minor) opportunities — The BioAegis Therapeutics collaboration is mis-dated. The dossier calls it an 'April 2025
research-stage collaboration,' but the BioAegis press release, BioSpace, and the announcement headline date it
April 21, 2026. The collaboration itself is real (Prenosis applying its platform to BioAegis' ~600-patient Phase 2b
BTI-203 gelsolin/rhu-pGSN ARDS trial), but the year is wrong.
(minor) employees — The specific LinkedIn headcount (~43) could not be independently confirmed (LinkedIn
employee count is gated). Third-party databases (ZoomInfo, CB Insights, PitchBook) consistently cite 49, and
LinkedIn's published band is 11-50. The ~40-49 range is well-supported; only the precise '43' figure is unverified.

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: keep (high confidence). Core identity is solid and multiply corroborated by independent sources.
CONFIRMED LOAD-BEARING CLAIMS: 1. Existence + Chicago location: Real company, HQ at 3440 S Dearborn St, Chicago, IL
60616. Confirmed via ZoomInfo, CB Insights, Crain's Chicago Business, Research Park Illinois. Formerly 'ElectroCyt,' spun out of
UIUC. Single Chicago location holds. 2. Size: ~49 employees per ZoomInfo, CB Insights, and PitchBook; LinkedIn band 11-50.
Comfortably within the 20-85 target range. (Major size gate PASSES.) 3. Funding: $20M Series A + $20M BARDA contract =
'$40M,' announced Jan 29, 2026. Full investor list (PACE Healthcare Capital lead; UC Investments, UCI Health Ventures, Labcorp
Venture Fund, GHIC, Illinois DCEO, Carle Health) confirmed verbatim by the PRNewswire release. BARDA contract
#75A50125C00016, 'Type to Treat' program, confirmed. Revenue correctly stated as not publicly disclosed. 4. FDA milestone:
Sepsis ImmunoScore De Novo authorization (DEN230036), decision dated April 2, 2024, announced April 3, 2024; first FDA-
authorized AI sepsis tool. Confirmed via FDA, NEJM AI, TechTarget, CNBC. 5. Opportunities: 'up to 40 top academic medical
centers' expansion (HITConsultant), BARDA-funded ~800-patient corticosteroid RCT (PRNewswire), Roche navify distribution
(PRNewswire 2024), and BioAegis gelsolin collaboration — all real signals. Platform-expansion indications (sepsis, pneumonia,
AHF, ARDS, AKI) confirmed verbatim. ISSUES (all minor, none undermine core identity): (a) HQ suite number discrepancy (216S
vs 222S); (b) Carlos Lopez-Espina CTO-vs-SVP-R&D title conflict between company page and independent databases; (c) board
roster missing current director Vanessa Rollings Giannis; (d) BioAegis collaboration mis-dated as April 2025 when it is April 2026;
(e) precise LinkedIn '~43' headcount unverifiable (but 49 / 11-50 band well-supported). verifiedExecutives contains only the six I
could re-confirm with strong third-party corroboration or a non-company-page source. The remaining executives/board/advisors
in the dossier are sourced only to prenosis.com/team/ and were not independently re-confirmed; their inclusion is plausible but
not adversarially verified, hence excluded from verifiedExecutives. No fabrication detected anywhere; the dossier is accurate on
every major dimension.
Sources (23): https://www.cbinsights.com/company/electrocyt · https://prenosis.com/team/ · https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-announces-bard
a-contract-series-a-financing-round/ · https://prenosis.com/news/prenosis-announces-fda-de-novo-marketing-authorization-of-immunoscore/ · http
s://prenosis.com/careers/ · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-20m-barda-contract-and-20m-series-a-financing-roun
d-advancing-mission-to-deliver-integrated-diagnostics-and-therapeutics-302672648.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-in
c-appoints-leadership-team-for-commercialization-in-hospitals-301946382.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-
commercial-distribution-collaboration-with-roche-for-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-de-novo-authorized-artificial-intelligence-tool-for-sepsis-det
ection-302112509.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/study-published-in-the-new-england-journal-of-medicine-ai-concludes-that-t
he-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-authorized-ai-tool-for-sepsis-has-both-significant-diagnostic-and-predictive-power-302321806.html · https://h
itconsultant.net/2026/01/29/prenosis-raises-40m-series-a-barda-sepsis-ai-precision-medicine/ · https://ghicfunds.org/2026/02/03/ghic-invests-in-p
renosis-as-company-secures-20m-series-a-and-20m-barda-contract-to-advance-precision-diagnostics-and-therapeutics · https://www.linkedin.co
m/company/prenosis · https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/155797-39 · https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/prenosis · https://www.bios
pace.com/press-releases/bioaegis-therapeutics-announces-collaboration-with-prenosis-to-advance-ai-driven-precision-medicine-in-inflammatory-
disease · https://www.pharmaceutical-technology.com/news/bioaegis-prenosis-partner-inflammatory-disease-therapies/ · https://researchpark.illinoi
s.edu/impact/startup-graduates/prenosis/ · https://researchpark.illinois.edu/enterpiseworks-graduate-prenosis-earns-spot-on-times-best-inventions
-list/ · https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Prenosis-Jobs-E3245395.htm · https://peerlist.io/company/prenosis/careers/sr-software-developer-python-
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/prenosis-announces-commercial-distribution-collaboration-with-roche-for-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-de-novo-authorized-artificial-intelligence-tool-for-sepsis-detection-302112509.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/study-published-in-the-new-england-journal-of-medicine-ai-concludes-that-the-sepsis-immunoscore-the-first-fda-authorized-ai-tool-for-sepsis-has-both-significant-diagnostic-and-predictive-power-302321806.html
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healthcare/jobhok89l7k776gg6fgeblognakbbb · https://www.cnbc.com/2024/04/03/prenosis-says-ai-tool-for-sepsis-approved-by-fda.html · https://
www.accessdata.fda.gov/cdrh_docs/pdf23/DEN230036.pdf · https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/prenosis-roche-diagnostics-make-dis
tribution-deal/

5. KeyCare High confidence

Industry: Healthtech / Virtual care (telehealth) software and clinician-staffing for health systems; Epic-based EMR +
telehealth platform
Location: Chicago, IL (HQ listed as 515 N State St, Chicago, IL 60654 on LinkedIn). Remote-first company; press
releases describe it as "Chicago and Madison [WI]-based," with optional in-person gatherings in both cities. Confirmed
Chicagoland.
Headcount: ~25 per the Built In Chicago company profile (the stated hint). Estimates vary by source: LinkedIn lists the
size band "11-50 employees"; a Crunchbase search snippet cited 45 (aggregator estimate, not corroborated by a
primary source). Best-supported figure for a point estimate is ~25 (Built In Chicago); the company is small/early-stage
and within the 20-85 range. Source: https://www.builtinchicago.org/company/keycare ;
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keycareinc
What they do: KeyCare supplies health systems with a nationwide network of virtual-care clinicians ("Virtualists") who
work on KeyCare's own Epic-based EMR and telehealth platform (built with Epic's Telehealth Anywhere technology).
This lets a health system extend telehealth access for its patients in a coordinated way (24/7, 50-state on-demand
urgent care plus customizable primary care and specialty services such as behavioral health and neurology) while
keeping visits connected to the patient's home health system and reducing the burden on the system's own providers.
It markets itself as "the nation's only virtual-first care platform built with Epic." More recently it positions a virtual-care
medical group as a "primary care extension partner" and is investing in AI ("Telehealth 2.0") to expand provider
capacity.
Leadership (7 listed; 7 independently re-confirmed)

Sulabh Agarwal — Chief Executive Officer — source
Lyle Berkowitz, MD — Founder & Executive Chairman of the Board — source
Carrie Nelson, MD — Chief Medical Officer — source
Mike Robbins — Chief Financial Officer & Chief Operating Officer — source
Andy Jackson — Chief Information Officer — source
Sara Ensey, MHA, BSN, RN — Chief of Staff — source
Jennifer Timm — VP of Partnerships — source

Funding: Total raised over $55M (company/press-release figure, March 2026). History: $24M Series A announced Aug
17, 2022, led by 8VC with LRVHealth, Bold Capital, and Spectrum Health Ventures (source: PRNewswire 301607211).
Series A was later expanded — reported as "over $27M / $28M" total after additional investment incl. Ziegler and two
health systems (Jan 2023; "$27M Series A" PRNewswire 301713662 and "Series A round exceeded $28 million" per
Aug 2023 release). Latest: $27.4M financing closed March 3, 2026, led by HealthX Ventures, with 8VC, LRVHealth,
BOLD Capital Partners, and Ikigai Venture Partners, plus strategic partners WellSpan Health, Allina Health, University of
Chicago Ventures, Edge Ventures, and Exact Sciences — bringing total to over $55M. Note: a Crunchbase search
snippet labeled the 2026 round "Series B" and cited differing totals ($56.9M / $63.9M) and 45 employees; these are
unverified aggregator figures and conflict with the primary press releases. Sources:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-
Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems ; https://hitconsultant.net/2026/03/03/virtual-care-
keycare-epic-ai-workforce/ ; https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-nations-only-virtual-first-
care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. (KeyCare's own revenue is undisclosed; note a 2023 press release cited "$45 billion
combined net revenue" — that figure refers to its partner health systems collectively, not KeyCare's revenue. Source:

https://peerlist.io/company/prenosis/careers/sr-software-developer-python-healthcare/jobhok89l7k776gg6fgeblognakbbb
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/04/03/prenosis-says-ai-tool-for-sepsis-approved-by-fda.html
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/cdrh_docs/pdf23/DEN230036.pdf
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/cdrh_docs/pdf23/DEN230036.pdf
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/prenosis-roche-diagnostics-make-distribution-deal/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/prenosis-roche-diagnostics-make-distribution-deal/
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)%20+%20Businesswire%20$27.4M%20release%2020260303870542%20(quoted%20as%20CEO)
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page);%20earlier%20Founder%20&%20CEO%20role%20confirmed%20in%20PRNewswire%20301607211%20('Lyle%20Berkowitz,%20MD,%20founder%20and%20CEO%20of%20KeyCare')
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20(live%20page)


https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-caps-first-year-with-multiple-health-system-partnerships-
301903015.html)
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Building an AI-enabled 'Telehealth 2.0' virtual-care model — combining Epic's AI toolset with proprietary AI to
increase provider capacity without sacrificing care quality. A clear product/R&D investment thesis and likely
driver of engineering hiring. — signal: $27.4M round (March 2026) explicitly earmarked to 'deepen its investment in
AI-enabled technology'; CEO Sulabh Agarwal quote on building a 'tech-first, coordinated virtual care model'; investor
Mark Bakken (HealthX) quote that 'AI-enabled virtual care will be core to rebuilding primary care capacity.' ↗
Scaling operational capacity to meet growing health-system demand — i.e., onboarding more health-system
partners and expanding the virtual clinician workforce. — signal: March 2026 funding use-of-proceeds: 'expand
operational capacity to meet growing demand from health system partners' and 'continue scaling its platform.'
Strategic investments from health systems (WellSpan, Allina) signal pipeline/partner expansion. ↗
Active hiring in engineering and clinical staffing (software + telehealth physicians), consistent with the funding-
fueled scale-up. — signal: Careers page lists open roles: 'Senior Software Engineer' (remote) and 'Overnight
Telehealth Physician' (remote); page invites unsolicited applications (recruiting@keycare.org). ↗
Expanding from on-demand virtual urgent care into virtual-first PRIMARY care as a 'primary care extension
partner' for health systems (chronic, preventive, and longitudinal virtual primary care). — signal: March 2026
release reframes the offering: KeyCare clinicians provide 'urgent, preventive, chronic, and virtual-first primary care
while keeping visits connected to the patient's home health system'; about-us lists primary care, behavioral health,
neurology, urgent care as service lines. ↗

Other intel
Founded 2020 by Lyle Berkowitz, MD (per multiple profiles); LinkedIn lists founding year as 2022 — discrepancy likely
reflects incorporation vs. public-launch timing. Launched commercially in 2022 with Spectrum Health (BHSH System's
West Michigan Division) as its first partner. ↗
Differentiator: KeyCare describes itself as the first/only virtual care company built directly on the Epic platform,
leveraging Epic's Telehealth Anywhere; tight Epic integration is the core moat. Epic's VP of Population Health, Alan
Hutchison, was quoted endorsing the model at the Series A. ↗
Founder/Exec Chairman Lyle Berkowitz, MD is a notable healthcare-IT figure: practicing physician, informatician,
keynote speaker; previously founder/chairman of healthfinch (workflow software) which exited to Health Catalyst in
2020. ↗
Traction snapshot as of Aug 2023 (first-year recap): 10 health-system partners; ~90 hospitals; visits completed across
47 states (50-state coverage available); partner provider network ~30,000; expected to serve 20,000+ patients in 2023.
Named partners over time include Spectrum Health, WellSpan Health, Memorial Healthcare System, and Allina Health.
↗

Tech stack: built on Epic (EMR/telehealth) and runs on Microsoft Azure (per Built In Chicago profile). Remote-first
workforce distributed across the US. ↗
Leadership transition: Lyle Berkowitz was Founder & CEO at launch (2022-2023) and has since moved to Founder &
Executive Chairman, with Sulabh Agarwal now CEO (Agarwal is quoted as CEO in the March 2026 funding
announcement). ↗

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems%20;%20https://hitconsultant.net/2026/03/03/virtual-care-keycare-epic-ai-workforce/
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/keycare-raises-27m-funding-20260303%20;%20https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems
https://www.keycare.org/careers
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems%20;%20https://www.keycare.org/about-us
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keycareinc%20;%20https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-nations-only-virtual-first-care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-nations-only-virtual-first-care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html
https://sternstrategy.com/speakers/lyle-berkowitz-md/%20;%20https://www.seamless.md/blog/tdp-99-keycares-ceo-dr-lyle-berkowitz-building-the-1st-virtual-care-startup-directly-partnered-with-epic-advice-for-physician-entrepreneurs-and-the-need-for-compensation-redesign-to-reduce-physician-burnout
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-caps-first-year-with-multiple-health-system-partnerships-301903015.html
https://www.builtinchicago.org/company/keycare
https://www.keycare.org/about-us%20;%20https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) otherIntel (founding year) — Founding year 2020 is NOT corroborated by the cited PRNewswire Series A
release (which gives no founding date), and LinkedIn/Crunchbase/CB Insights all state 2022. The dossier flags this
discrepancy and rationalizes it as incorporation-vs-launch timing, which is plausible but unverified. Treat 2020 as
unconfirmed; ~2020-2022 founding, commercial launch 2022 is the safe statement.
(minor) employees — No single authoritative headcount; sources disagree (LinkedIn band 11-50; Built In/CB
Insights/Craft ~24-25; some aggregators ~45). The dossier's point estimate of ~25 is reasonable and every source
still lands inside the ~20-85 window, so size is not disqualifying — but the precise number is soft.
(minor) opportunities (Mark Bakken quote) — The Bakken/HealthX quote is slightly paraphrased vs. the source.
Actual wording per HIT Consultant: 'AI-enabled virtual care will be a core part of how primary care capacity is
rebuilt in this country.' Dossier renders it 'AI-enabled virtual care will be core to rebuilding primary care capacity.'
Substance is accurate; wording is not verbatim.
(minor) funding (Crunchbase Series B / $56.9M-$63.9M) — Could not independently confirm the Crunchbase
aggregator figures the dossier cites (Series B label, $56.9M/$63.9M totals, 45 employees). The dossier already
treats these as unverified and conflicting with primary releases, which is the correct call; primary-source total is
'over $55M.'

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: keep (high confidence). This is a real, well-sourced profile with no material errors. Every load-
bearing claim independently corroborated. EXISTENCE & LOCATION (confirmed): KeyCare, Inc. is a real Chicago-based Epic-
native virtual-care company. HQ 515 N State St, Chicago IL 60654 confirmed via multiple sources (Businesswire release explicitly
says HQ at "515 North State, Chicago"); remote-first, described as Chicago/Madison-based. Solidly Chicagoland. SIZE
(confirmed in-range): All sources land within ~20-85. LinkedIn band 11-50; CB Insights/Craft/Built In ~24-25; some aggregators
~45. Point estimate ~25 is defensible. NOTE: the cited LinkedIn handle is /company/keycareinc; a parallel /company/keycare-inc
also exists, and there are several UNRELATED foreign "Keycare" entities (Keycare Ltd UK, Keycare India) — do not conflate. The
US Chicago healthtech entity is the right one. EXECUTIVES (all 7 confirmed verbatim on live keycare.org/about-us): Agarwal
(CEO), Berkowitz (Founder & Exec Chairman), Nelson (CMO), Robbins (CFO & COO), Jackson (CIO), Ensey (Chief of Staff), Timm
(VP Partnerships). Leadership transition Berkowitz CEO->Exec Chairman with Agarwal as CEO is confirmed (Agarwal quoted as
CEO in March 2026 Businesswire release; Berkowitz was Founder & CEO at the 2022 Series A per PRNewswire 301607211).
FUNDING (confirmed end-to-end via primary releases): $24M Series A Aug 17 2022 (8VC lead; LRVHealth, Bold Capital,
Spectrum Health Ventures) -> expanded to $27M Jan 2023 (+$3M; Ziegler + two health systems) -> reported "over $28M" by
Aug 2023 -> $27.4M new round closed Mar 3 2026 (HealthX Ventures lead; 8VC, LRVHealth, BOLD, Ikigai; strategic: WellSpan,
Allina, UChicago Ventures, Edge Ventures, Exact Sciences) -> total "over $55M." All matches the dossier. REVENUE (confirmed
handling): Undisclosed. Dossier correctly clarifies the "$45B combined net revenue" figure refers to partner health systems, not
KeyCare. Good catch, no overclaim. OPPORTUNITIES (all 4 signals real & current): (1) AI/Telehealth 2.0 thesis — confirmed;
$27.4M earmarked for AI-enabled tech; Agarwal + Bakken quotes verified (Bakken slightly paraphrased). (2) Scaling operational
capacity / health-system partners — confirmed use-of-proceeds language + strategic health-system investors. (3) Active hiring —
confirmed on live careers page: "Senior Software Engineer" (remote) and "Overnight Telehealth Physician" (remote),
recruiting@keycare.org. (4) Expansion into virtual-first primary care — confirmed via March 2026 release + about-us service lines.
ATTEMPTED REFUTATIONS THAT FAILED (i.e., dossier held up): tried to break the exec roster (all 7 verbatim on live page), the
funding history (every tranche matches primary PRNewswire/Businesswire), the location (515 N State confirmed), and the careers
signals (both roles live). Could not refute any core claim. ONLY SOFT GAPS: founding-year 2020 unconfirmed (sources say 2022;
dossier flags this honestly); exact headcount fuzzy but in-range; minor quote paraphrase; unverified Crunchbase aggregator
figures that the dossier itself already labels unverified. None are disqualifying. Profile is accurate and appropriately hedged where
the underlying data is genuinely ambiguous.

Sources (15): https://www.builtinchicago.org/company/keycare · https://www.keycare.org/about-us · https://www.keycare.org/careers · https://ww
w.linkedin.com/company/keycareinc · https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their
-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems · https://hitconsultant.net/2026/03/03/virtual-care-keycare-epic-ai-workforce/ · h
ttps://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/keycare-raises-27m-funding-20260303 · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-natio
ns-only-virtual-first-care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keyca
re-completes-27m-series-a-investment-round-to-expand-adoption-and-grow-capabilities-of-its-epic-based-virtual-care-platform-301713662.html ·
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-caps-first-year-with-multiple-health-system-partnerships-301903015.html · https://www.fierce
healthcare.com/health-tech/telehealth-platform-keycare-promises-new-virtual-horizons-after-24m-series-funding · https://www.crunchbase.com/or
ganization/keycare · https://sternstrategy.com/speakers/lyle-berkowitz-md/ · https://www.seamless.md/blog/tdp-99-keycares-ceo-dr-lyle-berkowitz
-building-the-1st-virtual-care-startup-directly-partnered-with-epic-advice-for-physician-entrepreneurs-and-the-need-for-compensation-redesign-to-

https://www.builtinchicago.org/company/keycare
https://www.keycare.org/about-us
https://www.keycare.org/careers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keycareinc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keycareinc
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260303870542/en/KeyCare-Raises-$27.4-Million-to-Scale-their-AI-Powered-Epic-Based-Virtual-Care-Solution-for-Health-Systems
https://hitconsultant.net/2026/03/03/virtual-care-keycare-epic-ai-workforce/
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/keycare-raises-27m-funding-20260303
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/keycare-raises-27m-funding-20260303
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-nations-only-virtual-first-care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-expands-nations-only-virtual-first-care-platform-built-with-epic-via-24m-series-a-investment-301607211.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-completes-27m-series-a-investment-round-to-expand-adoption-and-grow-capabilities-of-its-epic-based-virtual-care-platform-301713662.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-completes-27m-series-a-investment-round-to-expand-adoption-and-grow-capabilities-of-its-epic-based-virtual-care-platform-301713662.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/keycare-caps-first-year-with-multiple-health-system-partnerships-301903015.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/telehealth-platform-keycare-promises-new-virtual-horizons-after-24m-series-funding
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/health-tech/telehealth-platform-keycare-promises-new-virtual-horizons-after-24m-series-funding
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/keycare
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/keycare
https://sternstrategy.com/speakers/lyle-berkowitz-md/
https://www.seamless.md/blog/tdp-99-keycares-ceo-dr-lyle-berkowitz-building-the-1st-virtual-care-startup-directly-partnered-with-epic-advice-for-physician-entrepreneurs-and-the-need-for-compensation-redesign-to-reduce-physician-burnout
https://www.seamless.md/blog/tdp-99-keycares-ceo-dr-lyle-berkowitz-building-the-1st-virtual-care-startup-directly-partnered-with-epic-advice-for-physician-entrepreneurs-and-the-need-for-compensation-redesign-to-reduce-physician-burnout


reduce-physician-burnout · https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/keycare-ceo-talks-about-hospital-partnerships-virtual-care-and-openin
g-digital-front-door

https://www.seamless.md/blog/tdp-99-keycares-ceo-dr-lyle-berkowitz-building-the-1st-virtual-care-startup-directly-partnered-with-epic-advice-for-physician-entrepreneurs-and-the-need-for-compensation-redesign-to-reduce-physician-burnout
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/keycare-ceo-talks-about-hospital-partnerships-virtual-care-and-opening-digital-front-door
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/keycare-ceo-talks-about-hospital-partnerships-virtual-care-and-opening-digital-front-door


Manufacturing & Industrial

6. Chicago Metal Fabricators High confidence

Industry: Custom metal fabrication / fabricated metal products manufacturing (job shop)
Location: Headquarters/heavy-fabrication plant at 3724 S Rockwell St, Chicago, IL 60632 (Southwest side); plus a
light-gauge facility at 901 Greenleaf Ave, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007. Company describes "three locations" — two
heavy-metal facilities in Chicago (250,000+ sq ft combined) and the Elk Grove Village light-gauge plant (60,000 sq ft).
Note: RocketReach lists the Elk Grove Village address as the primary; the company's own site and D&B/MFG put the
main plant on S Rockwell St in Chicago.
Headcount: Conflicting sources — basis reported. LinkedIn company page lists "51-200 employees"
(https://www.linkedin.com/company/chicagometal). RocketReach reports 28 (https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-
fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444). Given two facilities and 260,000–300,000+ sq ft plus simultaneous openings
across five production roles and a multi-discipline internship program (careers page), a mid-range estimate of roughly
50–80 is most plausible, but the company does not publicly disclose an exact figure. Reported as a range due to the
source conflict; treat as approximate.
What they do: Fully integrated custom metal fabrication job shop founded in 1908. Provides low-to-high-volume
production of custom metal components and large assemblies, working material from 20-gauge sheet up to 7-inch
plate (steel, stainless, aluminum, specialty alloys). Core capabilities: flat/fiber laser cutting, press-brake forming (50–
1,500 tons, up to 32 ft wide, incl. a 440-ton robotic press brake), HD plasma cutting (Messer 70ft x 12ft table, dual
Hypertherm HPR400XD), welding & assembly (FCAW, MIG, TIG, SAW with 40-ft trolley, robotic and laser welding),
robotic automation, reverse engineering and prototyping. Certifications include ISO 9001:2015, AWS
D1.1/D1.3/D1.6/D14.1/D15.1, NAVSEA MIL-STD-248, ITAR registration, and onsite CWI welding inspection. Serves rail,
aerospace, defense, air/ground support, construction, energy storage, infrastructure, off-highway/utility, water
treatment, point-of-purchase and art-installation customers. Operates as part of the Nalbach Group (alongside Nalbach
Engineering, Container Handling Systems Corp., and Ability Metal Company).
Leadership (7 listed; 5 independently re-confirmed)

Randy (Randall J.) Hauser — President — source
William Vorhies — Vice President & Controller — source
Diana Tringl — Corporate Controller — source
Misty Melvin — Director, Marketing — source
Douglas/Duane Hiatt — Sales (listed variably as Vice President, Sales / Sales Manager) — source
Randy (Randall) Hauser — President — source
Duane (Douglas) Hiatt — Vice President, Sales — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed as a venture/PE round. The company is privately held and operates as a subsidiary of
the family-owned Nalbach Group (https://chicagometal.com/about-us/). RocketReach lists a "$1.1 million" funding
figure, but this is unverified by any primary source and likely a data-aggregator artifact rather than a disclosed financing
(https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444).
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed by the company. RocketReach lists an estimated annual revenue of $20.4M (2026)
(https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444); this is a third-party estimate, not an
audited or company-confirmed figure.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active multi-role production hiring and a multi-discipline internship pipeline — indicates capacity expansion /
workforce-development push that a staffing, training, HR-tech, or workforce-financing vendor could support.
— signal: Careers page lists open roles for Estimators/Project Managers, Laser Setup Operators, Industrial Mechanical
Maintenance Technicians, Press Brake Setup Operators, and Welders, plus summer internships in engineering,

https://www.linkedin.com/in/randy-hauser-27143016/%20(corroborated%20by%20D&B%20and%20the%20Made%20in%20America%20podcast%20https://madeinamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators,%20which%20describes%20him%20as%20a%20turnaround%20specialist%20and%20President)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/william-vorhies-821ab939/%20(corroborated%20by%20ZoomInfo%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/William-Vorhies/1827267116%20and%20RocketReach%20https://rocketreach.co/william-vorhies-email_38865029)
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Diana-Tringl/-2049039006%20(corroborated%20by%20Datanyze%20https://www.datanyze.com/people/Diana-Tringl/-2049039006)
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Misty-Melvin/5288682143%20(corroborated%20by%20multiple%20aggregator%20company-profile%20listings%20naming%20her%20as%20Marketing%20Director)
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Duane-Hiatt/1805124241%20and%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Douglas-Hiatt/3912396423%20%E2%80%94%20confirmed%20at%20the%20company%20in%20a%20sales%20role;%20exact%20first%20name%20(Duane%20vs%20Douglas)%20and%20exact%20title%20are%20inconsistent%20across%20sources
https://madeinamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators
https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444


accounting, sales/marketing, purchasing and production; states its 'deep bench of qualified experts are the key to over
a century of successful growth.' ↗
Ongoing heavy capital investment in automation and large-format equipment to differentiate in a competitive
market — a buyer of robotics, fiber-laser, CNC, and automation/financing solutions. — signal: Services page
touts a 440-ton x 12-ft robotic press brake, press brakes from 50–1,500 tons / up to 32 ft, 'some of the largest high
speed production and large format fiber lasers in the United States,' and a Messer plasma table with dual Hypertherm
HPR400XD units; a company YouTube video showcases a robotic-integrated press brake with laser-scanner pass/fail
inspection. ↗
Leadership-driven turnaround focused on sales, marketing, operations, culture, continuous improvement and
capital investment under President Randy Hauser — signals appetite for operational tooling, sales enablement,
and growth investment. — signal: Made in America podcast (Ep. 85) describes Hauser joining as a turnaround
specialist and discusses 'culture, continuous improvement, sales, capital investments,' large-scale equipment
investments to differentiate, and Porter's Competitive Strategy as a guiding framework. ↗
Active national business-development via trade-show presence — actively pursuing new customers/markets
beyond Chicagoland. — signal: LinkedIn activity shows exhibiting at Design-2-Part trade shows across multiple U.S.
cities (Atlanta, Denver, Schaumburg, Novi) in 2026, and FABTECH 2025 took place in Chicago (McCormick Place) — a
natural exhibiting venue for a local heavy fabricator. ↗
Defense/aerospace and rail diversification — pursuing regulated, higher-margin sectors that require ITAR,
NAVSEA and AWS qualifications, implying compliance, quality-systems, and certification-driven needs. —
signal: About/services pages list ITAR registration, NAVSEA MIL-STD-248, AWS D1.1/D1.3/D1.6/D14.1/D15.1 and
onsite CWI inspection, and name aerospace, defense, air/ground support and rail among served industries. ↗

Other intel
Owned by / part of the Nalbach Group, a family-run conglomerate of four companies (Nalbach Engineering, Container
Handling Systems Corp. (CHSC), Chicago Metal Fabricators, and Ability Metal Company) positioned as a one-stop
source for custom automation machinery and fabricated components. ↗
Founded 1908 on Chicago's south side as a metal-cabinet and ductwork fabricator; evolved into a heavy/large-
assembly fabricator (handles components up to ~30 tons at the Chicago plant). ↗
Member of the Fabricators & Manufacturers Association (FMA), a relevant industry association for
partnerships/outreach. ↗
Contact: phone 773-523-5755, fax 773-523-8680, sales@chicagometal.com. ↗
DISAMBIGUATION: Do not confuse with 'Chicago Metal Supply & Fabrication' (a roofing/building-products distributor
acquired by Beacon in Sept 2024) or 'Chicago Metal Rolled Products' — these are different companies. ↗

https://chicagometal.com/careers/
https://chicagometal.com/services/
https://madeinamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chicagometal
https://chicagometal.com/about-us/
https://chicagometal.com/about-us/
https://chicagometal.com/about-us/
https://www.fmamfg.org/membership/directory/details/000463774/chicago-metal-fabricators
https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240909821984/en/Beacon-Announces-Acquisition-of-Chicago-Metal-Supply-Fabrication


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) executives[2] (Duane/Douglas Hiatt) — Name and title are inconsistent across sources. The profile lists
'Duane (Douglas) Hiatt, Vice President, Sales.' ZoomInfo shows both a 'Duane Hiatt - Vice President, Sales' AND a
'Douglas Hiatt - Sales Manager'; RocketReach/other aggregators also list him variably as 'Sales Manager' and
'Project Manager/Sales.' It is unclear whether these are one person with a fuzzed name or two different people,
and whether the current title is VP Sales vs Sales Manager. The person is real and at the company; the exact
name/title is shaky.
(minor) employees — The upper bound of the profile's '50-80' estimate is not supported by any source. Every
independent headcount signal clusters at or below ~51: RocketReach reports ~28-30, the LinkedIn page shows
~48 associated members, and the company's SBA PPP loan ($750K) records 51 jobs retained. LinkedIn's self-
selected '51-200' bucket is the narrowest band above 50 and is not an actual headcount. The company is
comfortably within the ~20-85 target window, but a tighter estimate of ~30-55 is better supported than 50-80.
(minor) funding — The '$1.1 million' figure is a single-source RocketReach aggregator artifact with no primary
corroboration. The profile correctly flags it as unverified and likely not a real financing event. Retained only as a
caveat, not a load-bearing fact.
(minor) revenue — The '$20.4M (2026)' figure is a single-source RocketReach estimate (echoed by some
aggregators; other aggregators give a wide $5M-$20M band). Not company-confirmed or audited. The profile
correctly characterizes it as a third-party estimate.
(minor) opportunities[3] (trade-show / FABTECH) — The Design-2-Part exhibiting claim is fully verified via
LinkedIn posts (booths in Novi, Denver, Schaumburg, Atlanta in 2026). However, the added inference that CMF
exhibited at FABTECH 2025 at McCormick Place is not directly evidenced; only the fact that FABTECH 2025 was
held in Chicago is confirmed. The profile hedged this ('a natural exhibiting venue'), so it is a soft inference rather
than a stated fact.
(minor) location — Minor internal inconsistency about the 'primary' address (RocketReach lists Elk Grove Village
as primary; some aggregators list Elk Grove Village HQ for individuals). The company's own site, D&B, MFG, the
SBA PPP record, Yelp, and BBB all confirm the main heavy-fabrication plant at 3724 S Rockwell St, Chicago. The
profile resolves this correctly; noting only that aggregator address inconsistency exists.

Fact-checker note: SOLID KEEP. Core identity fully corroborated by multiple independent and primary-grade sources. The
company is real and unambiguously in Chicagoland: 3724 S Rockwell St, Chicago IL 60632, confirmed by the company website,
Dun & Bradstreet, FMA member directory, Yelp, BBB, and an SBA PPP loan record tied to that exact address. Founded 1908,
part of the family-owned Nalbach Group, three locations / ~300K sq ft, and the full certification stack (ISO 9001:2015, AWS D-
series, NAVSEA MIL-STD-248, ITAR) are all confirmed on the company's own About page — these are NOT fabricated.
EMPLOYEE SIZE — within the ~20-85 band. Independent signals: RocketReach ~28-30, LinkedIn ~48 associated members, and
an SBA PPP loan reporting 51 jobs retained (the strongest, near-primary signal). All cluster around 30-51. The profile's '50-80'
estimate is acceptable and inside the target window, though the true number is more likely ~30-55; the upper bound of 80 is
unsupported. The LinkedIn '51-200' figure is a self-selected bucket, not a headcount, and the profile correctly declined to take it
at face value. EXECUTIVES — all five are real people at the company, each independently re-confirmed
(LinkedIn/ZoomInfo/Datanyze). The only soft spot is Hiatt's first name (Duane vs Douglas) and exact title (VP Sales vs Sales
Manager), which vary by source. I included him in verifiedExecutives with that caveat since his employment and sales role are
solidly confirmed. FUNDING/REVENUE — both ($1.1M funding, $20.4M revenue) trace to a single aggregator (RocketReach) with
no primary corroboration. The profile already flags both as unverified third-party artifacts, which is the correct treatment; neither
is load-bearing. OPPORTUNITIES — all five verified. Careers-page hiring (exact 5 roles + internship program + the 'deep bench
of qualified experts... over a century of successful growth' quote) confirmed verbatim. Automation/large-format equipment
confirmed on the services page. The Hauser turnaround narrative (culture, continuous improvement, sales, capital investments,
Porter's 'Competitive Strategy') confirmed verbatim on the Made in America podcast page. Trade-show BD confirmed via live
LinkedIn posts (Design-2-Part booths in Novi/Denver/Schaumburg/Atlanta, 2026). Defense/aerospace/rail diversification
supported by the verified certification stack. DISAMBIGUATION — verified and important: 'Chicago Metal Supply & Fabrication'
(founded 2011, Hanson Park, architectural sheet metal, acquired by Beacon in Sept 2024) is a genuinely DIFFERENT company.
The profile correctly separated it; conflating the two would have been a real error, and the profile avoided it. Net: no fabrication
detected, core identity fully sourceable, size in-band, executives verifiable, opportunities current and real. Only minor caveats



(Hiatt name/title, employee upper bound, single-source funding/revenue, FABTECH inference) — all of which the profile had
already hedged. Verdict: keep, high confidence.
Sources (18): https://rocketreach.co/chicago-metal-fabricators-profile_b5f352e3f42d3444 · https://chicagometal.com/ · https://chicagometal.com/a
bout-us/ · https://chicagometal.com/careers/ · https://chicagometal.com/services/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/chicagometal · https://mad
einamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators · https://www.linkedin.com/in/william-vorhies-821ab939/ · https://www.linke
din.com/in/randy-hauser-27143016/ · https://www.zoominfo.com/c/chicago-metal-fabricators/24169615 · https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Misty-Melvi
n/5288682143 · https://www.steel-technology.com/suppliers/chicago-metal-fabricators · https://www.mfg.com/manufacturer/chicago-metal-fabricat
ors-chicago-illinois-1794056/ · https://www.fmamfg.org/membership/directory/details/000463774/chicago-metal-fabricators · https://www.dnb.co
m/business-directory/company-profiles.chicago_metal_fabricators_inc.93eb3bb5cb2b51ca108d0dae97748cc4.html · https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=tQy44YRHXyk · https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Nalbach-Group · https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240909821984/en/Beacon-An
nounces-Acquisition-of-Chicago-Metal-Supply-Fabrication

7. Aurora Metals Division, LLC High confidence

⚑ Criteria flag. May not cleanly meet the ~20–85-employee / Chicagoland filter:
Size band — evidence points to ~100–150 employees

Industry: Metalcasting / foundry (non-ferrous and stainless) with in-house CNC machining. NAICS/industry directories
classify it under metalcasting/foundries; LinkedIn lists it under "Machinery Manufacturing."
Location: Montgomery, IL (Kane County, Chicagoland) — single facility at 1995 Greenfield Road, Montgomery, IL
60538. Confirmed via company About page (https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/) and AFS directory
(https://www.afsinc.org/node/1908). A secondary/sales contact in Battle Creek, MI appears on the NFFS listing
(https://www.nffs.org/find-a-foundry/aurora-metals-division-llc), but the foundry/operations are the single Montgomery,
IL site.
Headcount: DISCREPANCY WITH THE 20-85 HINT — actual evidence points HIGHER. Company's own About page
states "over 100 skilled employees" (https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/). LinkedIn lists company size 51-200
(https://www.linkedin.com/company/aurora-metals-division-llc). A third-party database figure of 147 employees was
surfaced (RocketReach/ZoomInfo aggregator data, unverified). One low aggregator figure of ~10 appears but is clearly
stale/wrong. Best-supported read: roughly 100-150 employees at the single Montgomery, IL plant — above the brief's
suggested 20-85 band. Basis: company self-report ("over 100") corroborated by LinkedIn's 51-200 bracket and ~16
active job openings (Glassdoor). Headcount is therefore confirmed Chicagoland but larger than the hint.
What they do: CORRECTION TO THE BRIEF'S HINT: Aurora Metals does NOT do investment casting. Per its own
website, its core specialty is VACUUM DIE CASTING of brass and bronze alloys (high-density, porosity-free castings)
and VACUUM-CAST IMPELLERS for the centrifugal pump market — explicitly stated as its largest market segment. It
also offers job-shop sand/airset (nobake) casting and permanent mold casting in non-leaded brass/bronze, plus
stainless, duplex and super-duplex stainless alloys, and uses 3D printing for molds and cores. It provides full in-house
finishing: CNC machining centers and lathes, a tool & die department for in-house tooling, CMM/dimensional
inspection, spectrographic analysis, and welding — combining casting with engineering services. Markets served: fire
pump / fire-truck pump manufacturers, wastewater treatment, cryogenic pump makers, agricultural pumps, plus
marine, valves, fluid handling, electrical, and transportation. ISO 9001:2015 certified. Founded 1899 (as Aurora Metals
Company by Russel H. Colby and Dr. Gustave Thurnauer). Sources: https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/ ;
https://www.aurorametals.com/ ; https://www.aurorametals.com/permanent-mold-casting/ ; https://www.nffs.org/find-
a-foundry/aurora-metals-division-llc
Leadership (1 listed; 1 independently re-confirmed)

David "Dave" Bumbar — President — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Aurora Metals Division, LLC is a privately held operating company (described as
family-owned) with no disclosed funding rounds; no Crunchbase funding, venture, or PE round was found. Industry
directories (AFS) list it as "Aurora Metals Division LLC (Hiler Industries)," implying affiliation with Hiler Industries (a
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https://chicagometal.com/
https://chicagometal.com/about-us/
https://chicagometal.com/about-us/
https://chicagometal.com/careers/
https://chicagometal.com/services/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chicagometal
https://madeinamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators
https://madeinamerica.compassmsp.com/randy-hauser-chicago-metal-fabricators
https://www.linkedin.com/in/william-vorhies-821ab939/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/randy-hauser-27143016/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/randy-hauser-27143016/
https://www.zoominfo.com/c/chicago-metal-fabricators/24169615
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Misty-Melvin/5288682143
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Misty-Melvin/5288682143
https://www.steel-technology.com/suppliers/chicago-metal-fabricators
https://www.mfg.com/manufacturer/chicago-metal-fabricators-chicago-illinois-1794056/
https://www.mfg.com/manufacturer/chicago-metal-fabricators-chicago-illinois-1794056/
https://www.fmamfg.org/membership/directory/details/000463774/chicago-metal-fabricators
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.chicago_metal_fabricators_inc.93eb3bb5cb2b51ca108d0dae97748cc4.html
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.chicago_metal_fabricators_inc.93eb3bb5cb2b51ca108d0dae97748cc4.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQy44YRHXyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQy44YRHXyk
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Nalbach-Group
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240909821984/en/Beacon-Announces-Acquisition-of-Chicago-Metal-Supply-Fabrication
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family-owned LaPorte, IN foundry group), but no dated acquisition or transaction terms are publicly disclosed. Source:
https://www.afsinc.org/node/1908
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed (private LLC). Unverified third-party aggregator estimates only: ~$34.2M (cited as
2025 by aggregator data surfaced via search) with a broader stated range of ~$25M-$100M across databases
(ZoomInfo/RocketReach-class sources). Treat these as modeled estimates, not company-confirmed figures. Source
(aggregator snippets): https://www.zoominfo.com/c/aurora-metals-division-llc/9308756 ; https://rocketreach.co/aurora-
metals-division-llc-profile_b446fd1afaeaddea
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active expansion of its CNC machining workforce across skill levels (entry-level through experienced CNC
lathe/turning set-up), suggesting growth of the in-house finishing operation in a temperature-controlled
machining environment — signal: ~16 open 'Aurora metal' jobs in Montgomery, IL with a stated concentration on
CNC lathe turning work (entry-level to experienced set-up), in a temperature-controlled machine shop; pay range cited
$16-$67/hr ↗
Investing in additive manufacturing (3D printing of molds and cores) to speed prototyping/tooling and win
complex low-volume casting work — signal: Company website lists 3D printing for molds and cores among current
capabilities alongside traditional casting processes ↗
Deepening its lead position in the centrifugal-pump impeller market (fire pumps, fire-truck pumps, wastewater,
cryogenic, agricultural) via vacuum die casting of high-density brass/bronze — signal: Company explicitly names
vacuum-cast impellers for centrifugal pumps as its 'largest market segment' and lists fire/fire-truck pump, wastewater,
cryogenic, and agricultural pump OEMs as target customers ↗

Other intel
Long operating history: founded 1899 as the Aurora Metals Company by Russel H. Colby and Dr. Gustave Thurnauer;
now operates as Aurora Metals Division, LLC. ↗
Single ~100,000 sq ft facility in Montgomery, IL; main phone 630-844-4900. ↗
Affiliation: American Foundry Society lists the company as 'Aurora Metals Division LLC (Hiler Industries),' indicating
ties to Hiler Industries (family-owned LaPorte, IN shell-molding foundry group, est. 1946). NOTE: Hiler Industries' own
website and Locations page list only its Indiana divisions (Accurate Castings, Kingsbury Casting, Precision Processes,
P&H Machine) and do NOT list Aurora Metals — so the Hiler link is third-party-asserted (AFS) and not corroborated on
Hiler's site; treat as probable affiliation, not confirmed corporate structure. ↗
ISO 9001:2015 certified quality management system. ↗
President Dave Bumbar received the AFS James P. Keating Founders' Freedom Award (2008) and has served as a
board member of the Tooling and Manufacturing Association — indicating an active, industry-tenured leader. ↗
Detailed alloy/process capability list (per NFFS): Aluminum Silicon 300 series, Silicon Bronze C87300-C87800,
Aluminum Bronze C95200-C96600, gray iron, corrosion-resistant steel; processes Airset/Nobake, Permanent Mold,
Die Cast; capabilities include casting design/engineering, dimensional layout/inspection, machine shop,
spectrographic analysis, welding. ↗

https://www.glassdoor.com/Job/montgomery-aurora-metal-jobs-SRCH_IL.0,10_IC1128922_KO11,23.htm%20;%20https://www.ziprecruiter.com/Jobs/Aurora-Metal/-in-Montgomery,IL
https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/
https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/%20;%20https://www.aurorametals.com/
https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/
https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/
https://www.afsinc.org/node/1908%20;%20https://www.hilerindustries.com/contact-us/locations/%20;%20https://www.hilerindustries.com/about-us/
https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/
https://www.afsinc.org/james-p-keating-founders-freedom-award%20;%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/dave-bumbar-2588a313/
https://www.nffs.org/find-a-foundry/aurora-metals-division-llc


⚠ Verifier flags

(major) employees — Material deviation from the ~20-85 target band. Independent sources converge on a
HIGHER count: LinkedIn 51-200, ThomasNet 100-199, ZoomInfo 147, and a self-reported 'over 100 skilled
employees' (corroborated via aggregated site text and multiple directories). Low figures (RocketReach ~31,
LinkedIn '30 visible') are the standard stale-platform-headcount artifact, not real totals. Best-supported read is
~100-150 at the single Montgomery, IL plant. This is clearly above the intended 20-85 band, though not wildly
outside it. The profile flags this honestly rather than fabricating compliance.
(minor) employees (sourcing) — The 'over 100 skilled employees' self-report could NOT be located on the live
About page when fetched directly (https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/ returned no employee-count
statement). The figure does appear consistently in search-engine snippets/aggregated copies of Aurora's site text,
so it is corroborated, but the exact on-page sentence was not independently re-confirmed on the current live
page.
(major) revenue — All revenue figures (~$34.2M 2025; broader $25M-$100M range) are unverified third-party
aggregator estimates (ZoomInfo/RocketReach-class modeled data). No company-confirmed or filing-based figure
exists (private LLC). Properly caveated in the profile, but remains uncorroborated.
(minor) funding / corporate structure (Hiler Industries) — The Hiler Industries affiliation is asserted only by the
American Foundry Society listing ('Aurora Metals Division LLC (Hiler Industries)') and is NOT corroborated on
Hiler's own site, which lists only its Indiana divisions. No dated acquisition or transaction terms found anywhere.
Treat as probable-but-unconfirmed corporate structure. The profile correctly caveats this.
(minor) executives (currency) — Dave Bumbar's President title is well-corroborated across LinkedIn, The Org,
ZoomInfo, RocketReach, AFS and NFFS, but The Org marks the profile 'Unverified' and no recent (2025-2026)
dated source confirms he is STILL currently president. Title/affiliation are solid; current-as-of-today status carries
mild uncertainty.
(minor) location (street name) — Trivial inconsistency: the profile writes '1995 Greenfield Road' while the
company's own About page says '1995 Greenfield Ave.' Same address, same facility; cosmetic only.

Fact-checker note: Company is unambiguously REAL and in Chicagoland (Montgomery, IL 60538, Kane County) — confirmed
across the company site, AFS, Greater Montgomery Chamber of Commerce, ThomasNet, D&B, NFFS, ZoomInfo. Core identity
fully sourceable: foundry/metalcasting est. 1899 (Colby & Thurnauer), specializing in vacuum die casting of brass/bronze and
vacuum-cast impellers for centrifugal pumps (its stated largest market), plus permanent mold, sand/airset, 3D sand printing, in-
house CNC machining, ISO 9001:2015. The profile CORRECTLY overrides the brief's 'investment casting' hint — verified that
they do vacuum die / permanent mold / sand casting, not investment casting.\n\nAll three stated opportunities check out as real
and current: (1) active CNC machining hiring confirmed (Glassdoor showing 32-79 'Aurora Metal' jobs in Montgomery in 2026;
ZipRecruiter $16-67/hr; career.com CNC lathe posting) — note the original profile's '~16 jobs' figure was a June 2025 snapshot,
now higher; (2) 3D sand printing capability confirmed on company site; (3) centrifugal-pump impeller lead position confirmed
verbatim on company site.\n\nThe ONE genuine knock against keeping it cleanly: headcount (~100-150) is above the ~20-85
target band — a real size miss, not a fabrication. Combined with revenue resting only on aggregator estimates, this lands at keep-
with-caveats rather than keep. Nothing in the profile appears fabricated; the researcher transparently flagged the size and
revenue uncertainties.
Sources (20): https://www.aurorametals.com/ · https://www.aurorametals.com/about-us/ · https://www.aurorametals.com/permanent-mold-castin
g/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/aurora-metals-division-llc · https://www.linkedin.com/in/dave-bumbar-2588a313/ · https://theorg.com/org/a
urora-metals-division-l-l-c/org-chart/dave-bumbar · https://www.nffs.org/find-a-foundry/aurora-metals-division-llc · https://www.nffs.org/members/?
id=23913790 · https://www.afsinc.org/node/1908 · https://www.afsinc.org/james-p-keating-founders-freedom-award · https://www.hilerindustries.c
om/about-us/ · https://www.hilerindustries.com/contact-us/locations/ · https://www.hilerindustries.com/ · https://chamberofmontgomeryil.org/memb
er-directory/130/aurora-metals-division-llc/ · https://www.thomasnet.com/company/aurora-metals-division-llc-432025/profile · https://www.zoominf
o.com/c/aurora-metals-division-llc/9308756 · https://rocketreach.co/aurora-metals-division-llc-profile_b446fd1afaeaddea · https://www.datanyze.co
m/companies/aurora-metals-division/9308756 · https://www.glassdoor.com/Job/montgomery-aurora-metal-jobs-SRCH_IL.0,10_IC1128922_KO11,2
3.htm · https://www.ziprecruiter.com/Jobs/Aurora-Metal/-in-Montgomery,IL
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8. Swiss Precision Machining, Inc. (now operating as a Vantedge Medical facility)
High confidence

⚑ Criteria flag. May not cleanly meet the ~20–85-employee / Chicagoland filter:
Size band — ~99–130 employees
No longer independent — absorbed into Vantedge Medical (Nov 2023)

Industry: Contract precision machining / medical device contract manufacturing (Machinery Manufacturing per
LinkedIn; medical device component machining per Vantedge Medical)
Location: Wheeling, IL (Cook County) — 634 Glenn Ave, Wheeling, IL 60090. Single plant; now one of 7 U.S. facilities
operated under the Vantedge Medical brand. Confirmed Chicagoland.
Headcount: Mid-sized single plant, roughly consistent with the 20-85 machine-shop estimate. Bases: legacy Swiss
Precision Machining LinkedIn company page lists "51-200 employees" (https://www.linkedin.com/company/swiss-
precision-machining); PitchBook lists 130 total employees (https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/250050-25);
ZoomInfo lists "51-200" and separately "99" for the corporate office (https://www.zoominfo.com/c/swiss-precision-
machining-inc/102417380). These are third-party estimates; no official site-level headcount is published, and the figure
is now blended into Vantedge Medical's ~900+ employee group.
What they do: Founded in 1979 as a family-owned contract precision machining shop specializing in CNC Swiss screw
machining and tight-tolerance micro components, plus CNC turning/milling, micro machining, prototyping, engineering
and assembly. Historically served medical, dental, aerospace and automotive sectors; ISO 9001:2015 and ISO
13485:2016 certified. Since being acquired (Dec 7, 2020) it has been refocused on precision machining of complex
medical components and instruments for robotic-assisted surgery, minimally invasive surgery and dental, working in
stainless steel, aluminum, titanium, PEEK and brass. The 82,000 sq ft Wheeling plant runs CNC Swiss turning, Willemin
5-axis milling, vertical milling, multi-spindle lathe and nano lathe, with finishing and assembly. It now operates as the
Wheeling, IL site of Vantedge Medical (the merged Vander-Bend Manufacturing group), an Aterian Investment Partners
portfolio company.
Leadership (7 listed; 7 independently re-confirmed)

Michael Haupers — Owner of Swiss Precision Machining (founding family) at time of 2020 acquisition — source
Brian King — CEO and Chairman, Vantedge Medical (named CEO Jan 11, 2024; Executive Chairman since Feb 2022;
ex-Viant Medical CEO) — source
Brigham Brandon — Chief Operations Officer, Vantedge Medical (appointed Jan 12, 2024; ex-Viant Medical ops
leader) — source
Gregory Santorno — Chief Commercial Officer, Vantedge Medical (appointed June 17, 2024) — source
Greg Biggs — CEO of Vander-Bend Manufacturing at time of the 2020 SPM acquisition (historical) — source
Brandon Bethea — Co-Founder and Partner, Aterian Investment Partners — source
Daniel Phan — Principal at Aterian Investment Partners AS OF Dec 2020 (verbatim in release); CURRENTLY Managing
Director per Aterian team page/Apollo — profile's 'Principal' label is stale — source

Funding: No standalone venture/funding rounds. Swiss Precision Machining was acquired by Vander-Bend
Manufacturing, Inc. (a portfolio company of private-equity firm Aterian Investment Partners) on December 7, 2020; deal
terms were not disclosed. Aterian has cumulative equity commitments of more than $2 billion since its 2009 founding.
Sources: https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-
precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-
surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html ;
https://www.aterianpartners.com/investments/vantedge-medical/
Revenue: Not officially disclosed. Third-party estimate: ZoomInfo lists revenue of approximately $20.6 million
(https://www.zoominfo.com/c/swiss-precision-machining-inc/102417380). This is an unverified data-aggregator
estimate; financials are now consolidated into privately held Vantedge Medical / Aterian and not separately reported.

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html%20(verbatim%20quote%20and%20'owner%20of%20SPM'%20title%20confirmed)
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vantedge-medical-announces-new-chief-executive-officer-302031995.html%20;%20corroborated%20by%20https://www.surgicalroboticstechnology.com/news/vantedge-medical-appoints-brian-king-as-ceo/%20and%20Nasdaq
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vantedge-medical-appoints-brigham-brandon-as-chief-operations-officer-302032198.html%20;%20corroborated%20by%20surgicalroboticstechnology.com
https://vantedgemedical.com/resources/insights/vantedge-medical-appoints-gregory-santorno-chief-commercial-officer%20;%20corroborated%20by%20https://www.surgicalroboticstechnology.com/news/vantedge-medical-appoints-gregory-santorno-as-chief-commercial-officer/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html%20(quoted%20as%20'Greg%20Biggs,%20Chief%20Executive%20Officer%20at%20Vander-Bend')
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining...301187472.html%20(quoted%20as%20'Co-Founder%20and%20Partner%20at%20Aterian');%20corroborated%20by%20Bloomberg%20profile%20and%20Aterian%20site
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining...301187472.html%20('Daniel%20Phan,%20Principal%20at%20Aterian');%20current%20title:%20https://aterianpartners.com/team-daniel-phan.php


Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active hiring / production ramp at the Wheeling plant — recruiting Swiss CNC Machine Operators (with a
$1,500 sign-on bonus) and CNC Machinist I across day, night and weekend shifts, indicating capacity
expansion and multi-shift operation — signal: Live job postings for the Wheeling, IL site: Swiss CNC Machine
Operator ($20-30/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus) and CNC Machinist I ($22-25/hr), with day/night/weekend shifts ↗
Strategic pivot and deepening into medical device manufacturing for robotic-assisted surgery, minimally
invasive surgery and dental — moving up the value chain from generic contract machining into finishing and
assembly of complete medical components — signal: Vantedge Medical's Wheeling location page now describes
the 82,000 sq ft site as specializing in 'precision machining of complex medical components and instruments,
specializing in robotic assisted surgery,' adding Willemin 5-axis milling, nano lathe, finishing and assembly ↗
Part of an active PE-backed M&A roll-up that is scaling the platform nationally — the Wheeling site benefits
from shared capabilities, R&D investment and a broadening consumables portfolio across a 7-facility, 625,000+
sq ft network — signal: Vantedge completed its 5th medical-tech add-on (Hobson & Motzer) on Aug 20, 2024, and
publicly stated intent to 'invest in our capabilities, and advance our R&D' at the Nov 2023 rebrand; About-Us page
confirms 7 facilities incl. Wheeling and 1,220+ pieces of equipment ↗
Leadership build-out signaling a growth/scale agenda — installing a CEO, COO and CCO drawn from a $1B
medical-outsourcing operator (Viant Medical) suggests a push toward larger blue-chip medical OEM programs
— signal: Brian King (ex-Viant CEO) named CEO Jan 2024; Brigham Brandon (ex-Viant ops leader) named COO Jan
2024; Gregory Santorno named CCO June 2024 ↗

Other intel
Corporate status change: Swiss Precision Machining lost its independent identity. In November 2023, Vander-Bend
Manufacturing and its subsidiaries (TMK Manufacturing, JL Haley, Swiss Precision Machining, Omni Components)
combined and rebranded as a single company, Vantedge Medical. Outreach should likely target Vantedge Medical /
the Wheeling site rather than 'Swiss Precision Machining' as a standalone buyer. ↗
The SPM acquisition (Dec 7, 2020) was Vander-Bend's third medical-technology add-on within two years; at that time
the combined group operated six facilities across the West Coast and Midwest with over 900 employees. ↗
ISO certifications at the Wheeling plant (ISO 9001 and ISO 13485) are listed with expiry 12/2/2026 on the Vantedge
location page — a natural recertification/renewal touchpoint. ↗
The legacy spmswiss.com website still resolves but returned server errors (HTTP 522) during this research, consistent
with a brand being wound down in favor of vantedgemedical.com; phone 847-647-7111 still listed across directories.
↗

Private-equity owner Aterian Investment Partners (offices in New York and Florida) lists Vantedge Medical as a current
portfolio investment, confirming continued PE backing. ↗

https://hirecnc.com/organization/vantedge-medical-0
https://vantedgemedical.com/locations/wheeling-il
https://www.aterianpartners.com/vantedge-medical-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-hobson-motzer/
https://www.medicaldesignandoutsourcing.com/vantedge-medical-executive-chair-brian-king-becomes-ceo/
https://vantedgemedical.com/resources/insights/vander-bend-and-subsidiaries-merge-form-vantedge-medical-brand
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html
https://vantedgemedical.com/locations/wheeling-il
https://hy-proto.com/swiss-precision-machining-inc
https://www.aterianpartners.com/investments/vantedge-medical/


⚠ Verifier flags

(major) employees — Profile's stated target band is ~20-85 employees and it claims SPM is 'roughly consistent'
with it, but every independent source puts the site ABOVE that range: LinkedIn 51-200, ZoomInfo 99 (corporate
office), PitchBook 130, SignalHire 100-250. ~99-130 actual employees is not consistent with 20-85 — it exceeds
it. The 'roughly consistent with 20-85' characterization is unsupported/misleading.
(major) location/whatTheyDo (standalone-entity premise) — Swiss Precision Machining no longer exists as an
independent company. As of the Nov 8, 2023 rebrand it is one site inside Vantedge Medical (a ~1,400-employee,
~7-facility PE-backed national group). The profile states this, but it materially undercuts treating SPM as a
standalone SMB target; headcount is 'blended into' the parent and not separately reported.
(minor) opportunities[2] (7 facilities / 625,000+ sq ft) — Internally inconsistent and mis-sourced. The cited
Hobson & Motzer release (Aug 20, 2024) actually states Vantedge operates NINE facilities with 1,200+ employees,
not seven. The Nov 2023 rebrand release said 550,000+ sq ft, not 625,000. Current Vantedge site says 7 facilities /
1,400+ employees. The specific '625,000+ sq ft / 7-facility' figure does not appear in the source it is attached to;
the number drifts by date.
(minor) revenue — The ~$20.6M ZoomInfo revenue figure could NOT be independently re-confirmed — ZoomInfo
and PitchBook both returned HTTP 403 (paywalled/bot-blocked). It remains an unverified data-aggregator
estimate. Profile correctly flags it as unverified, but it is uncorroborated.
(minor) executives[6] (Daniel Phan title) — Profile lists Daniel Phan as 'Principal, Aterian Investment Partners.'
That was correct in the Dec 2020 press release, but current sources (Aterian team page, Apollo, Adapt) list him as
Managing Director. The title is stale.
(minor) opportunities[0] (sign-on bonus / pay ranges) — Active hiring at the Wheeling site for Swiss CNC
Machine Operator / CNC Machinist roles is corroborated (hireCNC lists Vantedge as hiring these roles). However
the specific '$1,500 sign-on bonus,' '$20-30/hr,' and '$22-25/hr' figures were NOT visible on the cited page
(dynamic content) and could not be independently confirmed.

Fact-checker note: Company is unambiguously REAL and in Chicagoland — verified independently. Address 634 Glenn Ave,
Wheeling, IL 60090 is a confirmed industrial parcel (APN 03-11-305-017-0000, in Cook County tax records; Wheeling is ~25 mi
NW of downtown Chicago in Cook/Lake counties). Founded 1979; CNC Swiss machining for robotic-surgery/medical
components; 82,000 sq ft; ISO 9001 + ISO 13485 both expiring 12/2/26 — all confirmed on the live Vantedge Wheeling location
page. Acquisition by Vander-Bend (Aterian portfolio) on Dec 7, 2020 confirmed via PRNewswire; Nov 8, 2023 rebrand of Vander-
Bend + TMK + JL Haley + SPM + Omni into Vantedge Medical confirmed; Hobson & Motzer add-on (5th, Aug 20, 2024)
confirmed. All seven named executives independently verified (with the Phan title caveat noted).\n\nWHY ONLY KEEP-WITH-
CAVEATS, not KEEP: two structural problems. (1) SIZE: the dossier's intended ~20-85 employee band does not fit —
independent sources (LinkedIn 51-200, ZoomInfo 99, PitchBook 130, SignalHire 100-250) put the site at ~99-130, above the
target; the profile's 'roughly consistent with 20-85' is an unsupported stretch. (2) STANDALONE PREMISE: SPM is no longer an
independent company — it is a single plant inside ~1,400-employee, ~7-facility Vantedge Medical, so it is not a clean standalone
SMB and its headcount is not separately reported. Not a 'drop' because nothing is fabricated and the core
identity/location/executives are all solidly sourced — but a buyer-research consumer must treat it as 'the Wheeling site of
Vantedge Medical,' not 'Swiss Precision Machining, a 20-85-person shop.'\n\nUNVERIFIABLE (flagged, not held against
existence): revenue $20.6M (ZoomInfo/PitchBook both 403'd — paywalled), and the specific job-posting dollar figures ($1,500
sign-on bonus, hourly ranges) — though the fact of active CNC hiring at Wheeling is corroborated. Minor internal inconsistency:
'625,000+ sq ft / 7 facilities' is attached to a source that actually says NINE facilities (the 550,000/6/9/7 numbers drift by date
across releases).
Sources (17): https://www.linkedin.com/company/swiss-precision-machining · https://vantedgemedical.com/locations/wheeling-il · https://vantedg
emedical.com/about-us · https://vantedgemedical.com/resources/insights/vander-bend-and-subsidiaries-merge-form-vantedge-medical-brand · htt
ps://vantedgemedical.com/resources/insights/vantedge-medical-announces-new-chief-executive-officer · https://vantedgemedical.com/resources/i
nsights/vantedge-medical-appoints-gregory-santorno-chief-commercial-officer · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-complet
es-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-roboti
c-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vantedge-medical-appoints-brigh
am-brandon-as-chief-operations-officer-302032198.html · https://www.aterianpartners.com/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-
precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technol
ogy-ap/ · https://www.aterianpartners.com/vantedge-medical-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-hobson-motzer/ · https://www.aterianpartners.co
m/investments/vantedge-medical/ · https://www.medicaldesignandoutsourcing.com/vantedge-medical-executive-chair-brian-king-becomes-ceo/ ·
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-applications-301187472.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vantedge-medical-appoints-brigham-brandon-as-chief-operations-officer-302032198.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/vantedge-medical-appoints-brigham-brandon-as-chief-operations-officer-302032198.html
https://www.aterianpartners.com/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-ap/
https://www.aterianpartners.com/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-ap/
https://www.aterianpartners.com/vander-bend-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-swiss-precision-machining-a-leading-manufacturer-of-high-precision-instruments-and-accessory-components-for-robotic-surgery-and-other-high-technology-ap/
https://www.aterianpartners.com/vantedge-medical-completes-strategic-acquisition-of-hobson-motzer/
https://www.aterianpartners.com/investments/vantedge-medical/
https://www.aterianpartners.com/investments/vantedge-medical/
https://www.medicaldesignandoutsourcing.com/vantedge-medical-executive-chair-brian-king-becomes-ceo/


https://hirecnc.com/organization/vantedge-medical-0 · https://www.zoominfo.com/c/swiss-precision-machining-inc/102417380 · https://pitchbook.
com/profiles/company/250050-25 · https://hy-proto.com/swiss-precision-machining-inc · https://www.thefabricator.com/thefabricator/news/shopm
anagement/vander-bend-mfg-and-subsidiaries-become-vantedge-medical
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Home & Commercial Services

9. Air-Rite Heating & Cooling, Inc. High confidence

Industry: HVAC contracting — residential and commercial heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (installation, repair,
maintenance). Construction / consumer services.
Location: Headquarters at 1150 Frontenac Rd, Naperville, IL 60563 (DuPage County). Second office confirmed at
17935 Chappel Ave, Lansing, IL 60438. Serves the Greater Chicagoland area (Chicago and suburbs across DuPage
and Will counties).
Headcount: Mid-sized, roughly 28-47 depending on source. ZoomInfo pegs the Naperville corporate office at 38 (seed:
https://www.zoominfo.com/c/air-rite-heating--cooling-inc/2789877); multiple search-surfaced profiles cite 28 (e.g.,
Datanyze https://www.datanyze.com/companies/air--rite-heating-cooling/2789877); RocketReach lists 47 total
employees (https://rocketreach.co/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-profile_b5de9030f42e4e7e). All sources agree it is a
single-digit-to-low-double-digit-million-revenue, mid-sized firm comfortably within the 20-85 range. Basis: third-party
data-aggregator employee directories; not company-confirmed.
What they do: Family-owned and operated HVAC contractor founded in 1959 (originally "Home Services"), still led by
the Van Someren family. Provides furnace, air conditioning, heat pump, and ductless mini-split repair, replacement,
maintenance, and installation for homeowners, builders, and general contractors, plus commercial HVAC and indoor air
quality solutions (UV purifiers, advanced filtration). A Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer with NATE-certified technicians;
offers 24/7 emergency service and annual maintenance plans. Member affiliations include ACCA, SMACNA, and the
Sheet Metal Workers. ~67 years in business as of 2026 (the company's own marketing and third-party profiles also cite
the legacy "over 59 years" phrasing).
Leadership (8 listed; 8 independently re-confirmed)

Terrence Van Someren — President / Owner — source
Dale Van Someren — Vice President (listed as GM on TheOrg) — source
Shelley Falconer — Manager, Service & Information Technology — source
Theresa "Tess" Salek — HVAC Sales Manager / HVAC Residential Sales — source
Dawn Cieloha — Office Manager — source
Aaron Van Someren — HVAC Manager — source
Michael Rathbun — Program Manager — source
Steve Morgese — Technical Service Lead — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Privately held, family-owned business; no venture, private equity, or institutional
funding rounds found. (Family ownership confirmed: https://www.air-rite.com/)
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed by the company. Third-party estimate: ~$7.4 million annual revenue (2026) per
RocketReach (https://rocketreach.co/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-profile_b5de9030f42e4e7e). Treat as an aggregator
estimate, not an audited figure.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active workforce expansion across nearly the entire org chart — hiring HVAC Installers, HVAC Technicians,
HVAC Sales, Customer Service Reps, Accounts Payable/Receivable, Office Staff, and Warehouse roles
simultaneously. Breadth of open roles (field + back-office) signals capacity growth, not just replacement hiring.
— signal: Company 'NOW HIRING' employment page listing 7 distinct open role types and describing 'diverse
positions available' on a 'family-oriented team.' ↗
Doubling down on the Carrier premium-equipment channel — leveraging top-tier manufacturer status to win
higher-margin installs and brand-backed leads. — signal: Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer status plus a 2025
Carrier President's Award (an annual recognition for top-performing dealers), both promoted on the company site. ↗
Pushing recurring-revenue maintenance plans (annual HVAC service agreements) to smooth seasonal demand
and lock in customer lifetime value. — signal: Dedicated marketing page: 'Why Everyone in Naperville Needs an

https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Terrence-Van-someren/819016623
https://theorg.com/org/air-rite-heating-cooling/org-chart/dale-van-someren
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Shelley-Falconer/2059960526
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tess-salek-2373912a/
https://contactout.com/company/air-rite-heating-amp-cooling-inc-2493
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Aaron-Someren/13037787685
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-rathbun-30a14ba2/
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Steve-Morgese/1418173039
https://www.air-rite.com/employment
https://www.air-rite.com/


Annual HVAC Plan,' promoting subscription-style maintenance agreements. ↗
Growing the commercial/builder and general-contractor segment alongside its residential base, expanding
addressable market beyond homeowners. — signal: Dedicated commercial HVAC offering and stated mission to
serve 'homeowners, builders, and general contractors throughout the Greater Chicagoland area,' backed by SMACNA
and Sheet Metal Workers affiliations. ↗
Indoor air quality (IAQ) upsell — selling UV air purifiers and advanced filtration as add-ons to system installs, a
higher-margin product category. — signal: Company markets dedicated IAQ solutions (UV air purifiers, advanced
filtration) as a distinct service line. ↗

Other intel
Long-tenured, multi-generational family business: founded 1959 as 'Home Services,' still led/guided by the Van
Someren family — a key relationship and continuity selling point. ↗
Two confirmed Illinois offices: Naperville HQ (1150 Frontenac Rd; (630) 966-8100) and Lansing (17935 Chappel Ave;
(708) 474-9675), giving geographic coverage of both the western (DuPage/Will) and south (Cook County) suburbs. ↗
Quality/credentialing signals: NATE-certified technicians and ACCA membership, indicating an established, accredited
operator rather than a fly-by-night contractor. ↗
Has a LinkedIn company page and is indexed across BBB, Dun & Bradstreet, Bloomberg, and Carrier's dealer locator
— consistent with a real, established mid-market contractor. ↗
Note on the '59 years' headcount-hint phrasing: that 'over 59 years in business' line is recycled from older aggregator
profiles; from a 1959 founding the company is ~67 years old as of 2026. Founding year (1959) is the reliable anchor. ↗
Possible name-collision caution: an unrelated 'AIR-RITE HEATING & COOLING, INC.' Indiana corporate registration
and an 'Air-Rite' on Cape Cod (airritecapecod.com) appear in searches; the Naperville/Lansing IL entity is the correct
target and is the one tied to the ZoomInfo seed ID 2789877. ↗

https://www.air-rite.com/maintenance-plan
https://www.air-rite.com/commercial-hvac
https://www.air-rite.com/
https://www.air-rite.com/
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https://www.air-rite.com/
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https://www.air-rite.com/
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_in/1992030608


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) executives (source attribution) — The dossier and source list cite the company's own team page
(https://www.air-rite.com/meet-the-team/) as a roster source, but that page does NOT render any named
individuals or titles (verified directly). All eight executive name/title pairs are actually sourced from third-party
aggregators (ZoomInfo, RocketReach, LinkedIn), not company-confirmed. The identities still independently check
out, but the implied first-party confirmation is overstated.
(minor) executives (Dale Van Someren title) — Title conflict across sources: RocketReach/ZoomInfo list 'Vice
President,' while TheOrg lists him as 'GM (General Manager).' He is confirmed senior leadership either way, but
the exact title is not settled.
(minor) location (Lansing office) — The Lansing, IL office (17935 Chappel Ave) is NOT listed on the company's
own contact page (verified directly — only Naperville is shown). It is corroborated solely via third-party directories
(Yelp, DexKnows, Yahoo Local, D&B). Likely a real satellite/service location, but not first-party confirmed and
possibly a legacy listing.
(minor) employees — Headcount is entirely aggregator-derived and inconsistent (ZoomInfo 38 corporate office,
RocketReach 28 then 47 total, Datanyze 28); no company-confirmed figure and no directly retrievable LinkedIn
employee-size bucket. All figures fall within the ~20-85 target range, so the size GATE holds, but the specific
numbers are soft estimates (the dossier does disclose this).
(minor) revenue — ~$7.4M annual revenue is a single-source RocketReach aggregator estimate, not audited or
company-confirmed. Confirmed as accurately quoted and properly caveated in the dossier, but should not be
treated as a hard figure.
(minor) opportunities (commercial/builder) — The quoted 'mission to serve homeowners, builders, and general
contractors throughout the Greater Chicagoland area' is a paraphrase, not a verbatim mission statement. The
underlying commercial/new-construction offering IS real and confirmed (named partners: Evans, Walsh, Pepper
Construction; construction-bid contact Paul Jawor).
(minor) otherIntel (Indiana name-collision) — The OpenCorporates Indiana entity used to flag a possible name
collision could not be independently confirmed (page was CAPTCHA/HAProxy-blocked). This is a soft cautionary
note only; the correct IL target (ZoomInfo seed 2789877 / air-rite.com) is unambiguously confirmed, so it does not
affect the verdict.

Fact-checker note: Core identity is SOLID and survives adversarial checking. Air-Rite Heating & Cooling is a real, family-owned
(Van Someren) HVAC contractor founded 1959, headquartered at 1150 Frontenac Rd, Naperville, IL 60563 — squarely in
Chicagoland (DuPage County). Confirmed Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer with a 2025 Carrier President's Award; offers
residential + light-commercial HVAC, ductless, heat pumps, and IAQ (Respicaire UV / up to MERV 16 filtration) per the company
site. Lansing second office corroborated via multiple directories.\n\nSIZE GATE PASSES: every independent aggregator
(ZoomInfo 38, RocketReach 28/47, Datanyze 28) places it well within the ~20-85 range. Mid-market private firm; ~$7.4M revenue
per RocketReach (estimate). No funding (private family business) — consistent with reality.\n\nEXECUTIVES: I independently re-
confirmed all 8 via ZoomInfo/LinkedIn/TheOrg profiles separate from the single RocketReach company page the dossier leaned
on. Names and roles all check out (minor title nuance on Dale Van Someren: VP vs GM).\n\nOPPORTUNITIES all verified real and
current: (1) active multi-role hiring confirmed on /employment ('NOW HIRING', 7 distinct role types); (2) Carrier premium channel
+ 2025 President's Award on home page; (3) recurring-revenue 'Comfort Club' annual maintenance plan on /maintenance-plan
(more specific than dossier stated); (4) commercial/builder segment confirmed on /commercial-hvac with named GC partners
(Walsh, Pepper, Evans); (5) IAQ upsell confirmed.\n\nAll recorded issues are MINOR and concern source attribution / soft
estimates, not the company's existence, location, size, or executive roster. Recommend keep. The only correction worth passing
back to the author: stop citing /meet-the-team/ as an executive roster source — that page lists no individuals; the people are
aggregator-sourced.

Sources (22): https://www.zoominfo.com/c/air-rite-heating--cooling-inc/2789877 · https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Terrence-Van-someren/819016623
· https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Aaron-Someren/13037787685 · https://www.air-rite.com/ · https://www.air-rite.com/meet-the-team/ · https://www.air
-rite.com/employment · https://www.air-rite.com/commercial-hvac · https://www.air-rite.com/maintenance-plan · https://www.air-rite.com/contact ·
https://rocketreach.co/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-profile_b5de9030f42e4e7e · https://rocketreach.co/dale-van-someren-email_16583256 · https://r
ocketreach.co/shelley-falconer-email_94414882 · https://rocketreach.co/tess-salek-email_9518412 · https://www.linkedin.com/in/tess-salek-237391
2a/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/air-rite-heating-&-cooling-inc. · https://www.datanyze.com/companies/air--rite-heating-cooling/2789877 ·
https://www.yelp.com/biz/air-rite-heating-and-cooling-naperville · https://www.yelp.com/biz/air-rite-heating-and-cooling-lansing · https://www.carrie

https://www.zoominfo.com/c/air-rite-heating--cooling-inc/2789877
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Terrence-Van-someren/819016623
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Aaron-Someren/13037787685
https://www.air-rite.com/
https://www.air-rite.com/meet-the-team/
https://www.air-rite.com/employment
https://www.air-rite.com/employment
https://www.air-rite.com/commercial-hvac
https://www.air-rite.com/maintenance-plan
https://www.air-rite.com/contact
https://rocketreach.co/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-profile_b5de9030f42e4e7e
https://rocketreach.co/dale-van-someren-email_16583256
https://rocketreach.co/shelley-falconer-email_94414882
https://rocketreach.co/shelley-falconer-email_94414882
https://rocketreach.co/tess-salek-email_9518412
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tess-salek-2373912a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tess-salek-2373912a/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/air-rite-heating-&-cooling-inc.
https://www.datanyze.com/companies/air--rite-heating-cooling/2789877
https://www.yelp.com/biz/air-rite-heating-and-cooling-naperville
https://www.yelp.com/biz/air-rite-heating-and-cooling-lansing
https://www.carrier.com/residential/en/us/dealers/il/naperville/1150-frontenac-rd-70856-loc


r.com/residential/en/us/dealers/il/naperville/1150-frontenac-rd-70856-loc · https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/heating-and-air-conditioning/
air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-0654-12013654 · https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.air-rite_heating__cooling_inc.2e5f63cf9d62
69c36e5e326715f30ac2.html · https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_in/1992030608

10. Hecker & Company, Inc. High confidence

Industry: Electrical construction contracting (specialty trade subcontractor) — electrical infrastructure,
communications/fiber-optic infrastructure, and intelligent transportation systems (ITS), serving utility and transportation
markets. IDOT-prequalified electrical contractor.
Location: Headquarters: 250 Industrial Lane, Wheeling, IL 60090 (Cook County / Chicagoland). Single location
confirmed across all sources. Phone (847) 459-9222. Confirmed via company website, LinkedIn, BBB, Manta, and IDOT
contract records.
Headcount: Estimated ~13-50; within the 20-85 band. LinkedIn lists the company size as 11-50 employees with 13
employee profiles on the platform (https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company). Manta and ZoomInfo-
derived data estimate a staff of approximately 35 (https://www.manta.com/c/mm78wr9/hecker-and-company-inc).
Workforce is unionized under IBEW (per LinkedIn specialties). Best estimate: ~35 (Manta), consistent with a 11-50
LinkedIn band.
What they do: Third-generation, family-owned electrical construction contractor specializing in the Chicagoland area.
Self-described "Leaders in Quality Electrical Construction." They install electrical infrastructure, communications/fiber-
optic infrastructure, and intelligent transportation systems (traffic signals, street/roadway lighting, tolling/ITS), and
frequently work as a subcontractor for many of the largest Chicagoland general contractors. They were one of the first
companies to install traffic signals and street lighting for the City of Chicago. Notable client/agency relationships listed
on their site include IDOT, CDOT, BNSF, Union Pacific, Metra, Lake County DOT, and DuPage County. The site claims
2,500+ projects completed. Work is performed with a unionized (IBEW) workforce. Source:
https://www.heckerelectric.com/ ; https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company
Leadership (6 listed; 6 independently re-confirmed)

Rob Burke — President — source
Dan Burke — Lead Estimator (and one of the three sons leading the firm) — source
Art Burke — Owner/principal (one of three sons leading the firm) — source
Ron (Ronald) Burke — Chief Financial Officer (aggregator-listed); note: identity vs. Ronald Burke Sr. who purchased
the firm in 1975 is unconfirmed — source
Colin Burke — Construction Estimator (appears early-career) — source
Kevin Burke — Hiring/recruiting contact (specific title not publicly disclosed) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Privately held, family-owned company; no venture/PE funding rounds found in any
source consulted (no Crunchbase funding, no press releases).
Revenue: Estimated ~$6.8M annually (not officially disclosed). Manta/aggregator estimate: annual revenue of
$6,838,609 (https://www.manta.com/c/mm78wr9/hecker-and-company-inc). This is a third-party estimate, not
company-confirmed. Note: a single recent IDOT bid alone was ~$1.84M (base $1,697,820 + additive $146,860),
indicating the ~$6.8M figure is plausible for a firm of this size but should be treated as an estimate.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active hiring across field and operations roles — signals capacity expansion / project pipeline growth — signal:
Company Employment page lists three current open positions: General Laborer, Foreman, and Warehouse Manager;
site states 'We are currently seeking to fill the following positions' and 'We are always searching for qualified personel.'
↗

Pursuing public-sector transportation/aviation infrastructure contracts (active competitive bidder) — signal:
Listed as an authorized bidder on IDOT contract 12A-PA063 ('Rehabilitate Airfield Lighting, Phase 1 and Install
ALCMS') at Chicago Executive Airport, Wheeling — base bid $1,697,820.00 plus additive $146,860.00, Jan 21, 2022
letting. ↗

https://www.carrier.com/residential/en/us/dealers/il/naperville/1150-frontenac-rd-70856-loc
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/heating-and-air-conditioning/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-0654-12013654
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/heating-and-air-conditioning/air-rite-heating-cooling-inc-0654-12013654
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.air-rite_heating__cooling_inc.2e5f63cf9d6269c36e5e326715f30ac2.html
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.air-rite_heating__cooling_inc.2e5f63cf9d6269c36e5e326715f30ac2.html
https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_in/1992030608
file:///tmp/BBB%20profile%20(https://www.bbb.org/us/il/wheeling/profile/electrical-contractors/hecker-and-company-inc-0654-88248316)%20lists%20'Rob%20Burke,%20President';%20also%20named%20as%20one%20of%20the%20three%20sons%20leading%20the%20firm%20on%20https://www.heckerelectric.com/
file:///tmp/Named%20as%20a%20son%20leading%20the%20company%20on%20company%20website%20https://www.heckerelectric.com/%20('his%203%20sons%20Art,%20Rob%20and%20Dan');%20'Lead%20Estimator%20Dan%20Burke'%20corroborated%20via%20Manta/D&B-sourced%20descriptions%20surfaced%20in%20search
file:///tmp/Company%20website%20https://www.heckerelectric.com/%20('Now%20under%20the%20leadership%20of%20his%203%20sons%20Art,%20Rob%20and%20Dan')
file:///tmp/Manta/D&B-sourced%20descriptions%20in%20search%20('Chief%20Financial%20Officer%20Ron%20Burke');%201975%20purchase%20history%20per%20company%20website%20https://www.heckerelectric.com/.%20Could%20not%20re-confirm%20CFO%20title%20from%20a%20primary/loadable%20page.
file:///tmp/LinkedIn%20profile%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/colin-burke-22450a195%20and%20ZoomInfo%20listing%20(heckerelectric.com%20email);%20progression%20description%20(trainee/assistant%20warehouse%20foreman/intern%20PM)%20surfaced%20in%20search
file:///tmp/Company%20website%20https://www.heckerelectric.com/employment-related%20content%20directs%20resumes%20to%20kevin@heckerco.com;%20surname%20'Burke'%20is%20inferred,%20not%20confirmed
https://www.heckerelectric.com/employment
https://webapps1.dot.illinois.gov/WCTB/LbContractDetail/Index/9647cca9-4e89-4e58-b7dc-afd23feb0d94?page=2&contractId=69e961b0-2a0a-45ca-a700-0c3f45661bae


Maintaining/leveraging IDOT prequalification to win state highway/electrical work — signal: Hecker is
prequalified by the Illinois Department of Transportation in work categories 014, 017, and 026 (electrical/highway
categories), keeping them eligible for state-let contracts. ↗
Positioned for City of Chicago / public-building electrical work — signal: Registered as a contractor in the Public
Building Commission of Chicago (PBC) contractor directory. ↗
Expansion into fiber-optic / intelligent transportation systems (ITS) as a growth line — signal: Company markets
'extensive experience installing fiber optic cabling which is an integral part of large-scale transportation infrastructure'
and lists ITS projects (e.g., Illinois Tollway ITS Upgrades, Bridge Over Chicago River Fiber, Central BRT Stations,
Jackson Park Mobility Improvements). ↗

Other intel
Founding-date discrepancy: the company website states the firm was 'Established in 1937' and references '82 years' /
'57 years' of experience, while LinkedIn and aggregators list 'Founded 1975.' Reconciliation: Hecker the business
dates to ~1937; Ronald Burke Sr. joined ~1969 as a civil engineer (U. of Illinois grad) and purchased the company in
1975 — the year typically cited as the current ownership's founding. ↗
Third-generation family business. Ronald Burke Sr. purchased Hecker in 1975; it is now led by his three sons, Art, Rob,
and Dan Burke, with a third-generation member (Colin Burke) working as an estimator — indicating active generational
succession. ↗
Operates as a union shop supporting IBEW (International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) labor; described as using
specialty machinery handled exclusively by a trained unionized workforce. ↗
Business model is heavily subcontract-based: 'They frequently perform work as a subcontractor for many of the
largest Chicagoland construction companies' and for transportation/transit agencies (IDOT, CDOT, BNSF, Union
Pacific, Metra, Lake County DOT, DuPage County). ↗
BBB: NOT BBB-accredited and unrated ('BBB does not have sufficient information to issue a rating'); BBB file opened
9/12/2007. Note BBB's 'started 1/1/2004 / 22 years' field conflicts with the 1937/1975 history and appears to reflect a
local registration/entity date rather than true founding. ↗
Two web domains in use: heckerelectric.com (public marketing site, Wix-hosted, © 2023) and heckerco.com (used for
staff email, e.g., kevin@heckerco.com). ↗
No coverage found in Crunchbase (funding), Crain's Chicago Business, Inc., Built In Chicago, or Chicago Tribune —
consistent with a small, privately held specialty subcontractor with low media profile. ↗

https://idot.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idot/documents/doing-business/specialty-lists/highways/construction/prequal-lists/Preqlist.txt
https://pbcchicago.com/contractors/hecker-company-inc/
https://www.heckerelectric.com/
https://www.heckerelectric.com/%20and%20https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company
https://www.heckerelectric.com/%20;%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Colin-Burke/4317993051
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company
https://www.heckerelectric.com/
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/wheeling/profile/electrical-contractors/hecker-and-company-inc-0654-88248316
https://www.heckerelectric.com/
file:///tmp/Negative%20result%20from%20WebSearch%20across%20these%20outlets


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) revenue — Profile presents "~$6.8M" (Manta) as the point estimate but an independent aggregator
(ZoomInfo) estimates $5.3M for the same company. Two third-party estimates disagree by ~30% and neither is
company-confirmed. The figure should be presented as a wide range ($5.3M-$6.8M, estimated), not a precise
number. Also, the cited Manta URL returns HTTP 403 and is not publicly fetchable to verify the exact $6,838,609
figure.
(minor) employees — The precise "~35" point estimate rests solely on Manta (cited URL returns HTTP 403).
Independent sources spread wider: ZoomInfo "fewer than 25," LinkedIn "11-50," SignalHire "10-50." The overall
size is safely within/below the ~20-85 band (no source suggests >85), but the specific ~35 figure is soft; better
stated as roughly 11-50.
(minor) executives — Ron (Ronald) Burke is asserted to be BOTH the current CFO AND the founder-owner who
purchased Hecker in 1975. The website credits the 1975 purchase to Ronald Burke SR.; the present-day CFO
"Ron Burke" may be the same (now elderly) person or a generational namesake. The profile conflates them as
definitively one individual without direct evidence. The CFO title (via Manta) could not be re-confirmed from a
primary/loadable source.
(minor) executives — Colin Burke's title "Construction Estimator" is corroborated (LinkedIn + ZoomInfo), but one
source describes a junior progression (Trainee -> Assistant Warehouse Foreman -> Intern Project Manager), so his
current seniority is uncertain; treat as a junior/early-career estimator rather than a principal.
(minor) sources — Two cited sources (Manta mm78wr9, ZoomInfo p/Colin-Burke) return HTTP 403 and cannot be
loaded directly; claims resting on them (revenue, ~35 headcount, Dan Burke=Lead Estimator, Ron Burke=CFO)
were corroborated only via search-engine snippets of those pages, not the live pages themselves.
(minor) otherIntel — BuildZoom and TheBlueBook source URLs in the sources list were not independently
opened/verified in this check; they appear in search results but their specific contents were not confirmed. Low-
stakes (directory listings).

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: keep (high confidence). Company is unambiguously real and in Chicagoland. Core identity,
location, leadership, size band, and all five opportunity signals independently corroborated against primary/credible sources.
INDEPENDENTLY CONFIRMED: - Existence + location: Hecker & Company, Inc., 250 Industrial Ln, Wheeling, IL 60090, (847)
459-9222 — BBB, IDOT (official), Manta, LinkedIn, D&B, Yelp. Clearly Chicagoland (Cook County). One stray Yellow Pages
'Chicago, IL 60631' listing appears to be a directory artifact; the canonical and official (IDOT) address is Wheeling. - Employee
size: WITHIN/BELOW the ~20-85 band — LinkedIn 11-50, ZoomInfo <25, SignalHire 10-50, Manta ~35. No evidence of >85
despite the '2,500+ projects / 82 years' framing (union subcontractor model scales labor via IBEW hall). - Executives: Rob
Burke=President confirmed independently via BBB. Three sons Art/Rob/Dan confirmed on company site. Colin Burke=estimator
confirmed via LinkedIn+ZoomInfo. Kevin contact confirmed on site. - Opportunity signals ALL hold up: (1) IDOT prequalification
cats 014/017/026, prequal #2475 — confirmed on official IDOT prequalified-contractors list. (2) IDOT contract 12A-PA063
'Rehabilitate Airfield Lighting' at Chicago Executive Airport, base $1,697,820 + additive $146,860, Jan 21 2022 letting, Hecker
authorized bidder #2475 — confirmed on official IDOT contract page. (3) Open positions General Laborer/Foreman/Warehouse
Manager — confirmed on company employment page. (4) PBC Chicago contractor registration — page exists. (5) Fiber/ITS
growth line — on company marketing site. - Founding discrepancy (1937 est. vs 1975 purchase) and BBB facts (NOT accredited,
Not Rated, started 1/1/2004, file opened 9/12/2007) confirmed exactly. WHAT'S SHAKY (all minor, none load-bearing for keep):
the precise revenue (~$6.8M Manta vs $5.3M ZoomInfo — conflicting estimates, present as a range), the precise ~35 headcount
(Manta-only), the Ron-Burke-is-the-1975-founder identity conflation, and Colin Burke's seniority. Manta + ZoomInfo cited URLs
return HTTP 403 so were corroborated via search snippets rather than live fetch. NOT FOUND (consistent with a small private
subcontractor, not a red flag): no Crunchbase funding, no Crain's/Inc./Tribune coverage. Funding 'not disclosed' is correct —
privately held, no rounds. NET: Solid B2B target profile. Recommend downgrading revenue to a range and the headcount to
'~11-50' rather than a single point.

Sources (13): https://www.heckerelectric.com/ · https://www.heckerelectric.com/employment · https://www.heckerelectric.com/idot-projects · http
s://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company · https://www.bbb.org/us/il/wheeling/profile/electrical-contractors/hecker-and-company-inc-0
654-88248316 · https://www.manta.com/c/mm78wr9/hecker-and-company-inc · https://www.zoominfo.com/c/hecker-and-company-inc/546795929
· https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Colin-Burke/4317993051 · https://webapps1.dot.illinois.gov/WCTB/LbContractDetail/Index/9647cca9-4e89-4e58-b7
dc-afd23feb0d94?page=2&contractId=69e961b0-2a0a-45ca-a700-0c3f45661bae · https://idot.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idot/document
s/doing-business/specialty-lists/highways/construction/prequal-lists/Preqlist.txt · https://pbcchicago.com/contractors/hecker-company-inc/ · http
s://www.thebluebook.com/iProView/853678/hecker-co-inc/subcontractors/ · https://www.buildzoom.com/contractor/hecker-and-company-inc

https://www.heckerelectric.com/
https://www.heckerelectric.com/employment
https://www.heckerelectric.com/idot-projects
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hecker-and-company
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/wheeling/profile/electrical-contractors/hecker-and-company-inc-0654-88248316
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/wheeling/profile/electrical-contractors/hecker-and-company-inc-0654-88248316
https://www.manta.com/c/mm78wr9/hecker-and-company-inc
https://www.zoominfo.com/c/hecker-and-company-inc/546795929
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Colin-Burke/4317993051
https://webapps1.dot.illinois.gov/WCTB/LbContractDetail/Index/9647cca9-4e89-4e58-b7dc-afd23feb0d94?page=2&contractId=69e961b0-2a0a-45ca-a700-0c3f45661bae
https://webapps1.dot.illinois.gov/WCTB/LbContractDetail/Index/9647cca9-4e89-4e58-b7dc-afd23feb0d94?page=2&contractId=69e961b0-2a0a-45ca-a700-0c3f45661bae
https://idot.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idot/documents/doing-business/specialty-lists/highways/construction/prequal-lists/Preqlist.txt
https://idot.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idot/documents/doing-business/specialty-lists/highways/construction/prequal-lists/Preqlist.txt
https://pbcchicago.com/contractors/hecker-company-inc/
https://www.thebluebook.com/iProView/853678/hecker-co-inc/subcontractors/
https://www.thebluebook.com/iProView/853678/hecker-co-inc/subcontractors/
https://www.buildzoom.com/contractor/hecker-and-company-inc


11. Western DuPage Landscaping, Inc. High confidence

Industry: Landscaping / Landscape Contracting (Construction). Self-classified on LinkedIn as "Construction";
specialties: Commercial Landscape, Plant Healthcare & Lawn Maintenance, Residential Design/Build, Commercial
Snow Plowing.
Location: Headquartered at 31W478 Diehl Rd, Naperville, IL 60563 (DuPage County). Single location. Confirmed via
company website contact page, BBB, and Choose DuPage.
Headcount: Best estimate ~18-25 year-round/core staff, scaling to a higher seasonal peak. The LinkedIn self-reported
band is "51-200 employees" (https://www.linkedin.com/company/western-dupage-landscaping-inc.), but this is a self-
selected range, not a count. FMCSA SAFER (MCS-150 filed 09/29/2025) reports 23 drivers and 39 power units
(https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/query.asp?
searchtype=ANY&query_type=queryCarrierSnapshot&query_param=USDOT&query_string=2118659). Data aggregators
estimate ~18-21 employees (ZoomInfo/Datanyze, https://www.zoominfo.com/c/western-dupage-landscaping-
inc/127828018). Note: a historical peak of "nearly 200 employees" was reported in 2004 when it was ranked the 54th
largest green company in the US (SIU Hall of Fame / obituary), but that is a ~20-year-old figure and not current. The
company is also certified as a Small Business Enterprise (SBE) per Choose DuPage. Net: consistent with a 20-85
(lower-end) Chicagoland operation with seasonal spikes.
What they do: Full-service landscape company serving the Chicagoland area since 1976. Four service lines: (1)
Landscape architectural design, (2) Construction/installation including hardscaping, patios, fire pits, outdoor kitchens,
retaining walls, pergolas, irrigation, and outdoor lighting, (3) Property Care/maintenance including lawn & landscape
maintenance, plant healthcare, turf care, aeration, pruning, and seasonal color, and (4) Commercial snow & ice removal.
Serves residential, commercial, and multi-family clients across Naperville, Aurora, Wheaton, Downers Grove and
surrounding suburbs. Source: https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/ and
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/our-story/
Leadership (3 listed; 3 independently re-confirmed)

Tyler Brodt — Owner — source
Susan Kucera — HR / Office Manager — source
Stephen W. Brodt — Founder & former President/Owner (deceased Feb 16, 2025) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Privately held, family-owned business; no venture/PE funding rounds found. Source:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/western-dupage-landscaping-inc.
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed by the company. Third-party estimate: approximately $5.9M annual revenue
(ZoomInfo, https://www.zoominfo.com/c/western-dupage-landscaping-inc/127828018); RocketReach/aggregators cite
a $5M-$20M range. Treat as an unverified third-party estimate, not a company-confirmed figure. Historical context:
ranked 54th largest "green" (landscape) company in the US as of 2004 (SIU College of Business Hall of Fame,
https://business.siu.edu/about/people/hof/2000s.php).
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active hiring / team-growth push across design, construction, property care, and snow divisions — signal:
Careers page states the company is 'always looking for great people to join our team' and explicitly advertises
'exciting growth opportunities,' directing applicants to info@wdlinc.com ↗
Leadership/ownership succession following the founder's death — Tyler Brodt now listed as Owner, indicating
a generational transition that may reshape strategy and decision-making — signal: Founder Stephen W. Brodt
(President & Owner) died Feb 16, 2025; the currently-maintained BBB profile (BBB-accredited 8/30/2024, A+) lists 'Mr.
Tyler Brodt, Owner' as the principal ↗
Recent investment in trust/credibility signals to win commercial and municipal work — signal: Obtained BBB
Accreditation (A+) on 8/30/2024 — a deliberate, recent step; combined with SBE certification listed on the county
economic-development supplier directory, positioning for commercial/public bids ↗

https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-0654-28003031%20(BBB%20principal%20listing:%20'Mr.%20Tyler%20Brodt,%20Owner');%20corroborated%20as%20Stephen%20Brodt's%20son%20in%20https://www.hultgrenfh.com/obituaries/stephen-brodt
https://www.choosedupage.com/suppliers/western-dupage-landscaping/%20(Primary%20Contact,%20'HR/Office%20Manager',%20email%20susan@wdlinc.com;%20ChooseDuPage%20shows%20a%20typo%20'Suan'%20but%20the%20email%20confirms%20'Susan').%20Also%20appears%20as%20second%20principal%20on%20the%20BBB%20profile.
https://www.hultgrenfh.com/obituaries/stephen-brodt%20(obituary,%20d.%202/16/2025,%20founded%20WDL%201976)%20and%20https://business.siu.edu/about/people/hof/2000s.php%20(SIU%20Hall%20of%20Fame%202000%20inductee:%20'president%20and%20owner%20of%20Western%20DuPage%20Landscaping,%20Inc.,%20a%20company%20he%20established%20in%201976')
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/careers/
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-0654-28003031
https://www.choosedupage.com/suppliers/western-dupage-landscaping/


Maintaining a sizable owned vehicle/equipment fleet, indicating operational scale and capacity for large
commercial maintenance + snow contracts — signal: FMCSA SAFER MCS-150 (filed 09/29/2025) reports 39 power
units and 23 drivers with 610,000 fleet miles logged for 2025 ↗

Other intel
Founded April 6, 1976; incorporated February 6, 1980. Company celebrating ~49-50 years in 2025-2026. ↗
Founder Stephen W. Brodt held a Finance degree from Southern Illinois University and was inducted into the SIU
College of Business & Analytics Hall of Fame (2000s decade); under him the firm reached the 54th-largest green
company in the US (2004). ↗
Very low workforce turnover / deep institutional tenure: company states 'Most of our team have been working together
for at least 10 years, many for over 25 years.' A useful relationship/credibility angle. ↗
Industry-association memberships: National Association of Landscape Professionals, Illinois Landscape Contractors
Association, American Society of Landscape Architects, Illinois Green Industry Association. ↗
Recognition: multiple 'Best of Houzz Service' awards (2015, 2018, 2020, 2023). ↗
Key contact email domain is wdlinc.com (e.g., info@wdlinc.com, susan@wdlinc.com); main phone 630-416-0072;
hours Mon-Fri 7:00 AM-5:00 PM. ↗
Leadership-name caution: A LinkedIn profile 'Steve Brodt - President' (Wheaton, IL; SIU Carbondale) exists but
matches the founder Stephen W. Brodt himself (same town/education as the obituary) and appears unmaintained after
his Feb 2025 death — do NOT treat it as a separate current president. Third-party org charts (RocketReach/The Org)
also list historical/unverified titles such as Alan Upstrom (General Manager), Matt Haber/Matt Ewert (Design/Sales);
these are aggregator-sourced and not company-confirmed. ↗

⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) otherIntel (SIU Hall of Fame / degree) — The SIU College of Business Hall of Fame page (the cited
source) confirms Brodt's induction and that he was 'President and Owner of Western DuPage Landscaping, Inc.,
established 1976,' BUT it does NOT contain the '54th largest green company in the US (2004)' or 'nearly 200
employees' figures. Those figures trace only to the obituary (which the dossier also cites), so the claim is sourced
— just mis-attributed to SIU. Additionally, the SIU page lists his degree as a '1970 BS in Accounting,' which
conflicts with the dossier's (and obituary's) 'Finance degree.' Minor.
(minor) executives (RocketReach/ZoomInfo conflict) — Adversarial check surfaced a live contradiction:
RocketReach and ZoomInfo still list 'Steve Brodt' as current President (and list Alan Upstrom GM / Matt Haber
Design Director). This contradicts the dossier's claim that Stephen Brodt is deceased and Tyler Brodt is now
Owner. The dossier's resolution is CORRECT — the Feb 16, 2025 obituary verifies Stephen's death and BBB
independently lists 'Mr. Tyler Brodt, Owner' — but downstream consumers should treat all aggregator-sourced
org-chart titles as stale/unverified, exactly as the dossier cautions. Flagging as minor since the dossier already
handles it.
(minor) otherIntel (SBE certifier) — Choose DuPage states the Small Business Enterprise (SBE) designation is
'certified by the Better Business Bureau.' The dossier presents SBE generically ('certified as a Small Business
Enterprise per Choose DuPage') without the certifier, which is fine, but the SBE-as-a-municipal/public-bidding
credential implication in the opportunities section is softer than stated. Minor.

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: keep (high confidence). Every load-bearing claim independently corroborated. EXISTENCE &
LOCATION (confirmed): Real, active landscape contractor at 31W478 Diehl Rd, Naperville, IL 60563 (DuPage County) — verified
via company site, BBB, Choose DuPage, Yelp, and FMCSA SAFER (which lists the identical street address). Squarely in
Chicagoland. Founded 4/6/1976 (BBB). Phone 630-416-0072. EMPLOYEE SIZE (~20-85 target — confirmed, lands at the lower
end): The dossier's central skeptical judgment is sound. LinkedIn shows a self-selected '51-200 employees' band but only '25
employees' are actually discoverable on the platform. Three independent signals point to a much smaller core headcount: (1)
FMCSA MCS-150 filed 09/29/2025 reports 23 drivers / 39 power units; (2) ZoomInfo/aggregators report ~21-23 employees; (3)
the company's own 'most of our team have worked together 10-25 years' framing implies a small stable core. The historical
'nearly 200 employees (2004)' peak is real but ~22 years stale (confirmed via obituary). Net: a ~18-25 core / seasonal-spike
operation, comfortably inside ~20-85. EXECUTIVES (re-confirmed independently): Tyler Brodt = Owner (BBB; he is the founder's
son per obituary). Susan Kucera = HR/Office Manager (Choose DuPage + BBB; 'Susan' spelling validated by susan@wdlinc.com

https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/query.asp?searchtype=ANY&query_type=queryCarrierSnapshot&query_param=USDOT&query_string=2118659
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-0654-28003031
https://business.siu.edu/about/people/hof/2000s.php
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/our-story/
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/our-story/
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-pfvwus-pf~1636516491
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/contact-us/
https://theorg.com/org/western-dupage-landscaping-inc


despite a ChooseDuPage typo). Stephen W. Brodt = founder, deceased 2/16/2025 (obituary + SIU HOF). The dossier's caution
against aggregator listings that still show 'Steve Brodt, President' / Alan Upstrom / Matt Haber is vindicated — I hit those exact
stale listings on RocketReach and ZoomInfo. Returned all three in verifiedExecutives. REVENUE/FUNDING: No company-
disclosed figures (correct). The ~$5.9M ZoomInfo estimate is reproducible from third-party aggregators; dossier correctly labels it
unverified. Privately held, family-owned, no funding rounds — consistent. OPPORTUNITIES (signals verified as real/current): (1)
Active hiring — careers page verbatim: 'At WDL we are always looking for great people to join our team' + 'a career with exciting
growth opportunities,' apply to info@wdlinc.com (CONFIRMED). (2) Ownership succession after founder's Feb 2025 death with
Tyler Brodt now Owner (CONFIRMED via obituary + BBB). (3) BBB Accreditation A+ obtained 8/30/2024 + SBE cert
(CONFIRMED; note ChooseDuPage attributes SBE cert to the BBB). (4) Fleet of 39 power units / 23 drivers / 610k mi (2025) per
FMCSA (CONFIRMED verbatim). Only minor issues (see issues array): a mis-attribution of the '54th largest green company' stat
to SIU when it actually comes from the obituary, and a degree field discrepancy (SIU says Accounting, dossier/obit say Finance).
Neither affects the core profile. Self-confidence 'high' is justified.
Sources (15): https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/ · https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/our-story/ · https://www.westerndupag
elandscaping.com/careers/ · https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/contact-us/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/western-dupage-lands
caping-inc. · https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-0654-28003031 · https://www.ch
oosedupage.com/suppliers/western-dupage-landscaping/ · https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/query.asp?searchtype=ANY&query_type=queryCarrierSnap
shot&query_param=USDOT&query_string=2118659 · https://business.siu.edu/about/people/hof/2000s.php · https://www.hultgrenfh.com/obituaries/
stephen-brodt · https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/stephen-brodt-obituary?id=57999507 · https://www.zoominfo.com/c/western-dupage-l
andscaping-inc/127828018 · https://theorg.com/org/western-dupage-landscaping-inc · https://rocketreach.co/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-ma
nagement_b5dd41d4f42e549a · https://www.houzz.com/professionals/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-pfvwus-pf~163651
6491

https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/our-story/
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/careers/
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/careers/
https://www.westerndupagelandscaping.com/contact-us/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/western-dupage-landscaping-inc.
https://www.linkedin.com/company/western-dupage-landscaping-inc.
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/naperville/profile/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-0654-28003031
https://www.choosedupage.com/suppliers/western-dupage-landscaping/
https://www.choosedupage.com/suppliers/western-dupage-landscaping/
https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/query.asp?searchtype=ANY&query_type=queryCarrierSnapshot&query_param=USDOT&query_string=2118659
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https://www.zoominfo.com/c/western-dupage-landscaping-inc/127828018
https://www.zoominfo.com/c/western-dupage-landscaping-inc/127828018
https://theorg.com/org/western-dupage-landscaping-inc
https://rocketreach.co/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-management_b5dd41d4f42e549a
https://rocketreach.co/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-management_b5dd41d4f42e549a
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-pfvwus-pf~1636516491
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/landscape-contractors/western-dupage-landscaping-inc-pfvwus-pf~1636516491


Professional Services

12. Capstone Financial Advisors, Inc. High confidence

Industry: Financial services — independent, fee-only registered investment adviser (RIA) / wealth management and
financial planning
Location: Headquarters: Downers Grove, IL (2001 Butterfield Road, Suite 1750, Downers Grove, IL 60515) — principal
office per SEC Form ADV. One secondary office: Brentwood, TN (8 Cadillac Drive, Suite 3039), which the ADV reports
as a single-advisor satellite location, not the HQ. Firmly Chicagoland-based (western suburbs).
Headcount: ~30-39 depending on source/definition. SEC Form ADV (Item 5.A) reports exactly 30 employees excluding
clerical workers, of whom 25 perform investment-advisory functions and 16 are state-registered investment adviser
representatives (Source: Form ADV, reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf). The company
website team page lists 30 named people including some clerical/admin roles (Source: capstone-advisors.com/team).
RocketReach estimates ~39 and NAPFA ~35; LinkedIn shows the 11-50 band. The firm is 100% employee-owned with
11 shareholders (Source: capstone-advisors.com/careers).
What they do: Independent, 100% employee-owned, fee-only RIA founded 11/16/1999 (co-founder Troy E. Bute).
Provides goal-based financial planning and personalized wealth management to high-net-worth individuals, families,
and institutions. Per SEC Form ADV, advisory services include financial planning, portfolio management for
individuals/small businesses, and portfolio management for institutional clients; the website and aggregators add in-
house income-tax return preparation and tax planning. Serves clients across 30+ states. SEC-registered (CRD 109341;
SEC file 801-56979). Discretionary AUM is the overwhelming majority of assets ($2.86B of $2.868B).
Leadership (9 listed; 7 independently re-confirmed)

Troy E. Bute, CFP — Senior Wealth Advisor & Co-founder (NOT independently confirmed as 'President & Director') —
source
Aldo S. Vultaggio, CFA, CAIA, CPA — Chief Investment Officer — source
Drew A. Ahrens — Chief Compliance Officer — source
Brian M. Niksa, CFP — Director of Financial Planning | Senior Wealth Advisor | Partner — source
Jason D. Telford, CFA, CFP — Senior Wealth Advisor & Partner (dossier's ADV-based 'Director/owner' role; public
title differs) — source
Richard G. Marks, CPA, CGMA — Director of Tax Services | Partner (LinkedIn/ZoomInfo also list 'Chief Operating
Officer') — source
William J. Murphy, MBA, SHRM-CP — Chief People Officer | Partner — source
Jason D. Telford — Director (10%–<25% owner; control person) — source
Aldo S. Vultaggio — Shareholder (per ADV Schedule A); third-party sources list him as Chief Investment Officer
(unconfirmed by primary source) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Privately held, 100% employee-owned RIA with 11 shareholders; no venture/PE
funding rounds found. No funding figures reported on Crunchbase/PitchBook profiles encountered. (Source:
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/careers)
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. As a private firm, revenue is not reported. Scale proxy from SEC Form ADV:
$2,868,074,312 in total regulatory assets under management ($2,860,155,850 discretionary + $7,918,462 non-
discretionary) across 4,173 accounts. (Source:
https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf, Item 5.F)
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active senior advisor hiring tied to a stated family-office service expansion — signal: Open job posting titled
'Senior Wealth Advisor' with a 'family office specialty' on the firm's careers site ↗
Investing heavily in employer brand / talent retention as a growth lever (recruiting differentiator) — signal:
Named to Crain's Chicago Business 2024 Best Places to Work and InvestmentNews 2024 Best Places to Work for

https://www.capstone-advisors.com/our-team/troy-e-bute%20;%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/troy-bute-56431a15/
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/our-team/aldo-s-vultaggio%20;%20https://www.dakota.com/resource/dlc-podcast-episode-three%20(Aldo%20Vultaggio,%20CIO)
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/drew-ahrens
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/capstoneconnections/capstone-announces-team-member-promotions-and-transitions%20;%20https://www.capstone-advisors.com/team
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/our-team/jason-d-telford%20;%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/jason-telford-cfp%C2%AE-cfa-a29a818/
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/our-team/richard-g-marks%20;%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-marks-ab751310/
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/team
https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf%20(Schedule%20A)
https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf%20(Schedule%20A)
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/open-opportunities-all%20;%20https://www.capstone-advisors.com/wealth-advisor-with-a-family-office-specialty


Financial Advisors; careers page touts 401(k) 3% match, 6 weeks parental leave, 2 remote days/week, formal Wealth
Advisor succession plan ↗
Formalized advisor succession planning (internal transition of client books / equity to next-gen partners) —
signal: Careers page explicitly lists a 'Formalized Wealth Advisor succession plan'; ADV Schedule A shows a broad 11-
shareholder employee-ownership structure with multiple partner-track advisors ↗
Geographic reach beyond Illinois, including a Tennessee foothold — signal: SEC Form ADV lists a secondary
office in Brentwood, TN (1 advisory employee) and the firm states it serves clients across 30+ states ↗

Other intel
CRD #109341; SEC file #801-56979. Fee-only, SEC-registered RIA. No registered representatives of a broker-dealer (0)
and no insurance-licensed agents (0) per ADV, reinforcing the fee-only, fiduciary positioning. ↗
NAPFA member firm (National Association of Personal Financial Advisors) — consistent with fee-only model. ↗
Deep, multi-year awards track record: 2025 Best RIA to Work For and 2025 Best Places to Work in Illinois; 2024
Crain's Best Places to Work + InvestmentNews Best Places to Work for Financial Advisors; Financial Advisor Magazine
RIA Rankings (2020–2023); CNBC FA 100 (2022); Financial Times 300 Top RIAs (2020). ↗
Founded 11/16/1999; firm describes original mission as goal-based financial planning and personalized wealth
management. Co-founder Troy E. Bute remains President. ↗
Leadership/title caveat: some third-party aggregators (RocketReach, ZoomInfo) contain errors for this firm — e.g., a
fabricated owner name ('Troy Hutchinson') and a higher headcount (46). Names/titles above were taken from the
company's own team page and the SEC Form ADV, which should be treated as authoritative. ↗
In-house tax practice: team includes CPAs (Richard G. Marks, Dan Anderson, George Kako) and a Director of Tax
Services, supporting integrated tax return prep and tax planning alongside wealth management. ↗

⚠ Verifier flags

(major) executives[0].title (Troy E. Bute) — Dossier lists Bute as 'President & Director'. No independent source
corroborates 'President' or 'Director'. His own firm bio page (capstone-advisors.com/our-team/troy-e-bute), the
team page, LinkedIn, and every web search return only 'Senior Wealth Advisor | Co-founder'. The
President/Director title is sourced solely to ADV Schedule A, which I could not parse (PDF returned as binary).
'Co-founder' is confirmed; the executive title as stated is uncorroborated and contradicted by the firm's public
titles.
(minor) executives[5].title (Aldo S. Vultaggio) — Dossier hedges him as 'Shareholder; third parties list CIO,
unconfirmed by primary source.' This understates the evidence: his Chief Investment Officer title is well-
corroborated by his own firm bio page (capstone-advisors.com/our-team/aldo-s-vultaggio), LinkedIn, ZoomInfo,
RocketReach, and the Dakota DLC podcast ('Aldo Vultaggio, CIO'). CIO should be treated as confirmed, not
unconfirmed.
(minor) executives (Telford, Marks title precision) — Some titles are ADV ownership/control-person roles rather
than public titles. Jason Telford: dossier 'Director (10-25% owner)' vs public 'Senior Wealth Advisor | Partner'.
Richard Marks: dossier 'Secretary/Treasurer' vs public 'Director of Tax Services | Partner' (LinkedIn/ZoomInfo also
label him 'Chief Operating Officer'). Persons and seniority confirmed; exact titles vary by source.
(minor) revenue/AUM exact figure — Dossier states AUM of exactly $2,868,074,312 across 4,173 accounts.
Secondary sources give a range: one aggregator $2.4B/4,008 accounts (older ADV vintage), another ~$2.9B. The
~$2.9B magnitude is corroborated, but the exact dollar/account figures rest on the ADV PDF, which I could not
parse, so they are not independently re-confirmed. Snapshot-dependent.
(minor) employees exact ADV breakdown — Exact ADV-derived counts (30 employees / 25 advisory / 16 IARs /
11 shareholders) rest on the Form ADV PDF, which WebFetch could not parse (binary). The overall headcount is
independently corroborated and in-band (RocketReach 39, AdvisorSearch ~35, Crain's '36 total US employees',
team page 42, LinkedIn 11-50), but the precise ADV sub-figures are not independently re-confirmed.

Fact-checker note: Core identity is rock-solid. Capstone Financial Advisors, Inc. is a real, SEC-registered, fee-only RIA
headquartered at 2001 Butterfield Road, Suite 1750, Downers Grove, IL 60515 — squarely in Chicagoland (western suburbs) —
confirmed by the firm site, SEC IAPD (CRD 109341), NAPFA, Yelp, LinkedIn, and multiple aggregators. Brentwood, TN satellite

https://www.capstone-advisors.com/capstoneconnections/capstone-named-to-crains-chicago-business-2024-best-places-to-work-in-chicago%20;%20https://www.capstone-advisors.com/careers
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/careers%20;%20https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf
https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf%20(Schedule%20D,%20Section%201.F)
https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf
https://www.napfa.org/firm/38277/19197
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/awards-1
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/%20;%20https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/team%20;%20https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf
https://www.capstone-advisors.com/team


office also confirmed. Founded 1999, 100% employee-owned. SIZE IS IN-BAND: every source clusters at ~30-42 (RocketReach
39, AdvisorSearch ~35, Crain's '36 total US employees', firm team page 42, LinkedIn 11-50). AUM ~$2.9B corroborated.
Opportunities check out: 2024 Best Places to Work awards (Crain's Chicago, InvestmentNews, Best Places to Work in Illinois) all
independently confirmed; employer-brand/recruiting and Brentwood/30+ states geographic-reach signals confirmed.
EXECUTIVES: 7 of 7 named people verified as currently at the firm. Six were re-confirmed via the firm's own bio pages plus
LinkedIn/third parties. MAIN DEFECT (major): Troy Bute's title 'President & Director' could not be independently verified — all
public sources say 'Senior Wealth Advisor | Co-founder'; the President/Director claim hinges on the ADV Schedule A PDF, which
WebFetch returned as unparseable binary, so I could not confirm it. Conversely the dossier UNDER-claimed on Aldo Vultaggio —
his CIO title is well-sourced and should not be hedged. Several other 'titles' are ADV ownership/control roles, not public job titles.
Could not directly parse the Form ADV PDF, so exact ADV-derived figures (precise headcount sub-counts, 11 shareholders, exact
AUM-to-the-dollar) are plausible and consistent with secondary data but not independently re-confirmed. Net: real, Chicagoland,
in-band, executives substantially verified — keep, with the Bute-title caveat noted.
Sources (13): https://www.capstone-advisors.com/ · https://www.capstone-advisors.com/team · https://www.capstone-advisors.com/careers · http
s://www.capstone-advisors.com/open-opportunities-all · https://www.capstone-advisors.com/wealth-advisor-with-a-family-office-specialty · https://
www.capstone-advisors.com/awards-1 · https://www.capstone-advisors.com/capstoneconnections/capstone-named-to-crains-chicago-business-2
024-best-places-to-work-in-chicago · https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf · https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/firm/su
mmary/109341 · https://www.napfa.org/firm/38277/19197 · https://www.linkedin.com/company/capstone-financial-advisors-inc- · https://www.chic
agobusiness.com/best-places-work/best-places-work-chicago-2024 · https://rocketreach.co/capstone-financial-advisors-inc-profile_b559eb3cf673
a6a0

13. Selden Fox, Ltd. High confidence

Industry: Accounting / Public Accounting (CPA firm) — audit, tax, accounting, and business consulting
Location: Headquarters: One Parkview Plaza, Suite 710, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 (moved here from Oak Brook
effective Nov 1, 2023). Second office: 1776 Legacy Circle, Suite 119, Naperville, IL 60563. Both in the Chicago metro /
DuPage County. Confirmed Chicagoland.
Headcount: Approximately 70. The firm states "nearly 70 employees, including 55 professional staff" working out of its
Oakbrook Terrace and Naperville offices (firm self-description surfaced via seldenfox.com/about-us and repeated
across listings). LinkedIn lists the company in the "51-200 employees" band, and Dun & Bradstreet's profile likewise
places it in accounting-firm SMB range. Basis for ~70: firm's own published headcount. NOTE: an older partner-bio
snapshot (Joe Meyer bio cache) cited "nearly 60 employees, including 48 professional staff, 35 of whom are CPAs" —
this appears to be a stale earlier figure; the current firm-wide statement is ~70 / 55 professional staff. Comfortably
within the 20-85 range.
What they do: Selden Fox, Ltd. is a full-service certified public accounting and consulting firm founded in 1978 (started
by five partners who left a national accounting firm). It provides audit & assurance, tax (commercial, personal, state &
local, and international), accounting/bookkeeping, employee benefit plan audits, business valuation, litigation support,
internal controls, estate/trust and succession planning, and general business consulting. It serves closely held/privately
held businesses, not-for-profit organizations, government entities, and high-net-worth individuals/business executives
across the Chicago region, with industry niches in manufacturing, family offices, auto dealerships, credit unions,
nonprofits, and professional service organizations. It is a member of MGI Worldwide (a global accounting network),
which gives it international reach.
Leadership (15 listed; 15 independently re-confirmed)

Joe (Joseph) Meyer, CPA — President and Shareholder — source
Steven (Steve) Pierson, CPA — Shareholder and Executive Vice President - Tax — source
Sharon Gregor-Olson — Shareholder and (Executive) Vice President — source
Paul J. Rozek — Senior Vice President / VP - Tax — source
Peggy Brady — Senior Vice President (leads Quality Control group) — source
Brian Eagan, CPA — Vice President of Accounting Solutions / Senior Vice President — source
Gabriel (Gabe) Sumner, CPA — Senior Vice President (audit) — source
Robert (Rob) Wujek — Senior Vice President — source
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https://reports.adviserinfo.sec.gov/reports/ADV/109341/PDF/109341.pdf
https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/firm/summary/109341
https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/firm/summary/109341
https://www.napfa.org/firm/38277/19197
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https://www.chicagobusiness.com/best-places-work/best-places-work-chicago-2024
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/best-places-work/best-places-work-chicago-2024
https://rocketreach.co/capstone-financial-advisors-inc-profile_b559eb3cf673a6a0
https://rocketreach.co/capstone-financial-advisors-inc-profile_b559eb3cf673a6a0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joe-meyer-1b0a58111/%20and%20https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/joe-meyer-named-firm-president/
https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/steven-pierson-cpa-chicago-il/%20and%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Steve-Pierson%20(confirmed%20Shareholder%20&%20Tax%20EVP)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sharongregor/%20(lists%20'Shareholder%20and%20Vice%20President')%20and%20ZoomInfo%20(lists%20'Executive%20Vice%20President%20&%20Shareholder')
https://mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/%20and%20https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team
https://mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/%20and%20https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/org-chart/peggy-brady
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagan-cpa-advisor/%20and%20https://mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Gabriel-Sumner/1243018658%20and%20https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team
https://mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/%20and%20https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team


Garth Reimel — Vice President of Dealer Operations (joined via Richard T. DeSimone & Co. merger, 2018) — source
Tom DeSimone — Vice President of Dealer Operations (son of founder Richard DeSimone; joined via 2018 merger) —
source
John (John T.) Wojcik, CPA, CVA — Vice President - Tax (named VP Jan 5, 2023) — source
Bryan J. Moorehouse, CPA — Vice President of Dealer Operations (joined 2023 from Goldrich Cousins PC; 40+ yrs
auto-dealer experience) — source
Erik Anderson, CPA — Audit Vice President (rejoined late 2020; ~15 yrs experience) — source
Daniel J. DiMario — Vice President - Tax (named VP Jan 5, 2023) — source
Amanda Socha, CPA — Vice President - Audit (named VP Jan 5, 2023) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Selden Fox is a privately held, partner/shareholder-owned CPA firm (organized as a
professional corporation, "Ltd."); no venture or institutional funding is indicated in any public source consulted.
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. No revenue figure was found in any primary or third-party source consulted (D&B and
ZoomInfo profiles exist but no revenue figure could be verified — ZoomInfo returned a rate-limit/429 and was not
consulted; D&B profile page returned no readable financials).
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active growth of the audit and tax practice via new-graduate and experienced hiring — Selden Fox is currently
recruiting a Summer 2026 audit intern class plus full-time audit associates and a tax supervisor/manager,
indicating an ongoing talent-expansion pipeline (a recurring buyer of recruiting, training, and HR services). —
signal: Live careers postings for 'Audit Intern — Summer 2026' (requires 15+ accounting hours, 3.0 GPA preferred,
Chicago-metro travel), plus open 'Audit Associate' and 'Tax Manager/Supervisor' roles in the Oakbrook Terrace office.
↗

Deliberate build-out of an auto-dealership accounting niche through tuck-in mergers — the firm has rolled up
two dealer-focused practices, signaling an M&A/acquisition appetite and an intent to dominate the Illinois auto-
dealer CPA segment. — signal: Feb 15, 2023 announcement that Bryan J. Moorehouse, CPA (sole partner of Goldrich
Cousins PC, 40+ yrs auto-dealer experience) joined as VP of Dealer Operations, 'further bolstering the firm's
automobile practice' — following the 2018 merger with Richard T. DeSimone & Co. (a 50-year auto-dealer accounting
firm). ↗
Inorganic expansion / continued M&A roll-up strategy quoted directly by leadership — president framed
mergers as a way to add niche expertise and grow the client roster, suggesting openness to further
acquisitions and new industry niches. — signal: President Joe Meyer quote on the 2018 Richard T. DeSimone & Co.
merger: 'With the addition of Tom and Garth, we will have the expertise to serve a new niche industry and grow our
client roster... the vision we have set for the future of the firm.' ↗
Office relocation/modernization completed in late 2023 — the firm moved its HQ to a larger/updated space
(One Parkview Plaza), a real-estate and operational investment that often accompanies headcount growth and
rebranding/IT refresh spend. — signal: Firm announcement that, after nearly 40 years in Oak Brook, Selden Fox
moved to Parkview Plaza in Oakbrook Terrace effective Nov 1, 2023. ↗
Two-office geographic footprint (Oakbrook Terrace + Naperville) supporting western-suburb client growth — a
Naperville location extends reach into the DuPage/Will County market and the auto-dealer-advisor network. —
signal: Firm operates a Naperville office at 1776 Legacy Circle, Ste 119, and is listed in the National Alliance of Auto
Dealer Advisors (NAADA) directory under its Naperville location. ↗
Leadership-bench expansion / succession investment — multiple recent promotions to Vice President level
signal internal capacity-building and likely service-line growth (tax, valuation). — signal: Jan 2023 firm news
naming Daniel J. DiMario, Amanda Socha (CPA), and John Wojcik (CPA, CVA) as new Vice Presidents. ↗

Other intel
Member of MGI Worldwide (global accounting network); MGI Worldwide merged with association CPAAI effective Jan
1, 2020, extending Selden Fox's international affiliate footprint. ↗
Recognized as MGI Worldwide 'Large Firm of the Year' at the 2018 MGI Worldwide Awards (the firm's inaugural such
award) — a third-party quality/reputation signal. ↗

https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/richard-t-desimone-co-merges-with-selden-fox/%20and%20https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team
https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/tom-desimone-cpa-chicago-il/%20and%20https://mgina.com/member-news/richard-desimone-merges-selden-fox/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnwojcik-cpa%20and%20https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/selden-fox-names-new-vice-presidents/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/bryan-moorehouse-joins-firm/%20and%20https://www.linkedin.com/in/bryan-moorehouse-3969025b/
https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/erik-p-anderson-chicago-il/%20and%20https://mgina.com/member-news/seldon-fox-adds-to-its-audit-and-tax-teams/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/selden-fox-names-new-vice-presidents/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/selden-fox-names-new-vice-presidents/
https://www.seldenfox.com/careers/audit-intern/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/bryan-moorehouse-joins-firm/
https://mgina.com/member-news/richard-desimone-merges-selden-fox/
https://www.seldenfox.com/our-insights/articles/firm-moves-offices/
https://autodealeradvisors.com/firms/selden-fox-ltd-naperville/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/selden-fox-names-new-vice-presidents/
https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/mgi-worldwide-member-selden-fox-announces-mgis-merger-with-cpaai/
https://mgina.com/member-news/seldon-fox-adds-to-its-audit-and-tax-teams/


Founded in 1978 by five partners who left a national accounting firm; consistently described as a mid-sized alternative
to Big Four with a 'laid back but hard working' culture (per employee reviews on Indeed). ↗
DATA-QUALITY CAVEAT: theorg.com's leadership page lists TWO people as 'President' — 'Joe Meyer — President
And Shareholder' and 'Steve Pierson — President'. This is a stale-data artifact. Per the dated MGI release (Joe Meyer
named Firm President effective Oct 1, 2018) and Pierson's own bio/MGI directory entry (Shareholder & EVP of Tax),
Joe Meyer is the current President; do not propagate 'Steve Pierson, President.' ↗
Industry niches explicitly claimed: manufacturing, family offices, auto dealers, credit unions, nonprofits, and
professional service organizations; client types include privately held companies, government/municipal entities,
nonprofits, and high-net-worth individuals/executives. ↗
Earlier (now-superseded) self-reported headcount in a partner bio cache: 'nearly 60 employees, including 48
professional staff, 35 of whom are CPAs' — useful as a trajectory marker showing growth toward the current ~70/55
figure. ↗

⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) executives (SVP cluster promotion date) — Dossier repeatedly states the
Brady/Eagan/Rozek/Sumner/Wujek SVP promotions were 'effective Oct 1, 2018.' The MGI North America
announcement (mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/) surfaced in search as a May 2020
announcement of promotions 'as of October 1,' which implies an Oct 1, 2019 effective date, not 2018. The
promotions themselves are confirmed; only the year is shaky.
(minor) executives (Erik Anderson) — Dossier says Anderson 'rejoined early 2021.' His own Selden Fox bio
(seldenfox.com/bio/erik-p-anderson-chicago-il/) states he 'rejoined Selden Fox in late 2020.' Minor date
discrepancy; his role (Audit VP, ~15 yrs experience) is confirmed.
(minor) executives (Steven Pierson - prior employer) — Dossier asserts Pierson was a 'prior partner at a
national firm / BDO USA.' Independent sources confirm '11 years as a partner with a national public accounting
firm' but do NOT corroborate the specific 'BDO USA' name. The BDO attribution is unsupported.
(minor) executives (Sharon Gregor-Olson - title) — Dossier lists her as 'Shareholder and Executive Vice
President.' Her own LinkedIn headline reads 'Shareholder and Vice President' (ZoomInfo says 'Executive Vice
President & Shareholder'). Possible minor title inflation; her shareholder/senior-officer status is confirmed.
(minor) revenue — Dossier says revenue is 'not publicly disclosed' and that no figure could be verified. Third-
party aggregators (ZoomInfo/Crunchbase-style) do publish an estimated annual revenue of ~$5.8M (as of May
2025). This is an aggregator estimate, not a disclosed figure, so the dossier's conservative stance is defensible;
noting only that an estimate does exist and is consistent with the firm's size.
(minor) funding — Adversarial check surfaced a Crunchbase-style aggregator claim of '$1M raised over 1 round.'
This is almost certainly a data-quality artifact for a 48-year-old partner-owned CPA firm and is contradicted by the
firm's structure. The dossier correctly does NOT claim any funding, so this does not affect the profile; flagged only
so the false aggregator figure is not later propagated.

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: keep (high confidence). This is a real, extensively documented CPA firm and the profile is
overwhelmingly accurate. EXISTENCE/LOCATION: Confirmed. Selden Fox, Ltd. is a CPA/consulting firm founded 1978, HQ at
One Parkview Plaza, Suite 710, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 (DuPage County — firmly Chicagoland), with a second office at 1776
Legacy Circle, Suite 119, Naperville, IL. The Nov 1, 2023 move from Oak Brook to Parkview Plaza is confirmed. Corroborated
independently by D&B, ZoomInfo, LinkedIn, Yelp, BBB, The Org, and MGI Worldwide. SIZE: Confirmed in the 20-85 range. Firm
self-reports 'nearly 70 employees, including 55 professional staff'; ZoomInfo/aggregators show ~75-76 as of mid-2025.
Comfortably within target band. EXECUTIVES: 16 of the dossier's named leaders independently re-confirmed (see
verifiedExecutives), plus I added Amanda Socha (named VP alongside Wojcik/DiMario in Jan 2023), whom the dossier mentioned
only in the opportunities section. The dossier's own data-quality caveat is CORRECT and verified: theorg.com really does list
TWO 'Presidents' (Joe Meyer 'President And Shareholder' AND Steve Pierson 'President') — I confirmed this is a stale-data
artifact; Joe Meyer is the actual current President per the dated firm-news release, and Pierson is Shareholder & EVP of Tax per
his own bio. The dossier resolved this correctly and did not propagate the error. OPPORTUNITIES: All six signals verified as real
and current — (1) Summer 2026 audit intern + Tax Manager/Audit Manager careers postings live on seldenfox.com; (2) auto-
dealer niche M&A roll-up (2018 Richard T. DeSimone & Co. merger bringing Tom DeSimone + Garth Reimel; 2023 Bryan
Moorehouse from Goldrich Cousins PC) confirmed; (3) Joe Meyer M&A-vision quote confirmed via mgina.com; (4) Nov 2023

https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Selden-Fox
https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team
https://www.seldenfox.com/our-services/
https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/joseph-meyer-cpa-chicago-il/


office relocation confirmed; (5) two-office Naperville footprint + NAADA auto-dealer-advisor listing confirmed; (6) Jan 5, 2023 VP
promotions (DiMario, Socha, Wojcik) confirmed. OTHER INTEL: MGI Worldwide membership and the 2018 'Large Firm of the
Year' award both confirmed. MGI/CPAAI merger (Jan 1, 2020) is plausible and consistent. ONLY MINOR ISSUES (none change
the verdict): (a) SVP-cluster promotion year — dossier says Oct 1, 2018 but the MGI announcement appears to be May 2020 re
an Oct 1 (likely 2019) effective date; (b) Erik Anderson rejoin date late 2020 vs dossier's 'early 2021'; (c) Pierson's specific prior
employer 'BDO USA' is unconfirmed (only 'a national firm' is verified); (d) Gregor-Olson EVP vs VP title nuance; (e) revenue —
dossier says undisclosed, aggregators estimate ~$5.8M (an estimate, not disclosed, so the conservative stance holds); (f) a
spurious '$1M funding' figure exists in Crunchbase-style aggregators but the dossier correctly does NOT claim it. No fabrication
detected.
Sources (32): https://www.seldenfox.com/about-us/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/team/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/our-services/ · https://www.s
eldenfox.com/careers/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/careers/audit-intern/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/careers/audit-associate/ · https://www.selde
nfox.com/careers/tax-manager/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/contact-us/oakbrook-terrace-il/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/contact-us/naperville-cp
a-firm/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/our-insights/articles/firm-moves-offices/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/richard-t-desimone-co
-merges-with-selden-fox/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/bryan-moorehouse-joins-firm/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/arti
cles/selden-fox-names-new-vice-presidents/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/firm-news/articles/mgi-worldwide-member-selden-fox-announces-mgis-
merger-with-cpaai/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/joseph-meyer-cpa-chicago-il/ · https://www.seldenfox.com/bio/steven-pierson-cpa-chicago-il/
· https://mgina.com/member-news/richard-desimone-merges-selden-fox/ · https://mgina.com/member-news/seldon-fox-adds-to-its-audit-and-tax-t
eams/ · https://mgina.com/member-news/selden-fox-promotions/ · https://mgina.com/tag/selden-fox/ · https://www.mgiworld.com/member-directo
ry/selden-fox-ltd.html?branch=selden-fox-ltd · https://theorg.com/org/selden-fox-ltd/teams/leadership-team · https://www.linkedin.com/company/s
elden-fox-ltd- · https://www.linkedin.com/in/joe-meyer-1b0a58111/ · https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagan-cpa-advisor/ · https://www.linkedin.com/in/
gabriel-sumner-cpa-72812911/ · https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnwojcik-cpa · https://www.linkedin.com/in/bryan-moorehouse-3969025b/ · https://
www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-profiles.selden_fox_ltd.f1f8e3e1cfb89c0345c0e43469bfb59a.html · https://autodealeradvisors.com/firm
s/selden-fox-ltd-naperville/ · https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Selden-Fox · https://www.yelp.com/biz/selden-fox-ltd-oakbrook-terrace

14. Lavelle Law, Ltd. High confidence

Industry: Legal services (full-service law firm)
Location: Headquartered in Schaumburg, IL (1933 N. Meacham Road, Ste 600, Schaumburg, IL 60173), with a second
office in downtown Chicago (141 West Jackson Blvd, Ste 2800, Chicago, IL 60604). Confirmed Chicagoland.
Headcount: Approximately 60-85 total (estimate). The firm's own attorneys page lists 38-43 named attorneys
(https://www.lavellelaw.com/attorneys), and its About page says "more than 30 years" with "a single attorney tax firm...
expanded into a multi-faceted law firm" (https://www.lavellelaw.com/about). LinkedIn lists the company size as "51-200
employees" (https://www.linkedin.com/company/lavelle-law-ltd./). Combining ~40 attorneys with support staff puts
total headcount most plausibly in the ~60-85 range, consistent with the 51-200 LinkedIn band. Exact figure not publicly
disclosed.
What they do: Full-service law firm founded in 1989 as a single-attorney tax practice and now spanning ~40+
attorneys across business law, mergers & acquisitions, taxation, civil litigation, commercial and residential real estate,
estate planning/probate, family/divorce law, banking and securities law, bankruptcy, employment/labor law, health law,
and law-practice-management consulting. Serves both corporate and individual clients across Cook, Lake, Will,
DuPage, McHenry, and Kane counties. Markets itself on integrity, value, and results, with several attorneys holding
MBAs/CPAs.
Leadership (5 listed; 5 independently re-confirmed)

Theodore M. (Ted) McGinn — Managing Partner (and Shareholder) — source
Kerry M. Lavelle — Founder; Partner Emeritus (handed Managing Partner role to McGinn at the firm's 25th
anniversary) — source
Timothy M. Hughes — Shareholder / Partner (tax & bankruptcy practice) — source
Steven A. Migala — Shareholder (banking/securities, business law; leads Banking Law practice group) — source
Stephen G. Daday — Partner (civil litigation, mortgage foreclosure/creditors' rights) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed. Lavelle Law is a privately held law firm (professional corporation, "Ltd."); no venture,
private-equity, or other outside funding rounds are reported. No Crunchbase funding record found.
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https://www.seldenfox.com/careers/
https://www.seldenfox.com/careers/audit-intern/
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/selden-fox-ltd-oakbrook-terrace
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/people-on-the-move/3440678%20(Crain's%20People%20on%20the%20Move);%20corroborated%20by%20https://www.family-forward.org/post/board-member-spotlight-ted-mcginn%20and%20https://www.lavellelaw.com/ted-mcginn-named-managing-partner-at-lavelle-law
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https://www.lawyers.com/schaumburg/illinois/stephen-g-daday-900779-a/%20and%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Stephen-Daday/37890055%20;%20firm%20bio%20https://www.lavellelaw.com/stephen-g-daday


Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. No credible primary or secondary source provides a verified revenue figure for the
firm; figures appearing on data-aggregator sites (e.g., Zippia/ZoomInfo) were not retrievable/verifiable and are
excluded.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Active growth of the litigation, business, and securities practice groups via lateral/associate hiring — signal:
January 2024 announcement that Mitchell J. Parker joined as an associate handling clients in the litigation, business,
and securities practice groups — indicating continued staffing expansion in those areas ↗
Ongoing hiring across attorneys, law students, and support staff (firm is recruiting, signaling capacity
expansion) — signal: Careers page maintains open recruiting categories for Attorneys, Law Students, and Support
Staff with an "Available Positions" pathway ↗
Building the commercial real estate transactional practice / pursuing larger, complex deals — signal: June 23,
2026 news item: firm closed a $7.5 million commercial land sale in Chicago's Ukrainian Village, highlighting complex
real estate transaction capability ↗
Business-development pipeline targeting startups and small-business owners (client acquisition initiative) —
signal: April 3, 2026 announcement of a free "Entrepreneurial Boot Camp" seminar (May 13, 2026) offering legal
guidance for business launches and growth; recurring Business After Hours networking events hosted at the
Schaumburg office ↗
Cross-practice integration of tax and bankruptcy teams as a differentiated service offering — signal: March 18,
2026 news item: secured $330,000 in tax-debt relief via strategic timing coordination between the firm's tax and
bankruptcy teams ↗

Other intel
Founded in 1989 by Kerry M. Lavelle as a single-attorney tax practice; LinkedIn confirms the 1989 founding year. Now
a multi-practice firm. ↗
Two offices: Schaumburg HQ (1933 N. Meacham Rd, Ste 600) and Chicago (141 W. Jackson Blvd, Ste 2800). Main
phones: Schaumburg 847-705-7555; Chicago 312-332-7555. ↗
The seed claim that the firm was "recognized by Crain's as a top firm to work for" could NOT be independently verified
in available sources; searches of Crain's Chicago Business Best Places to Work lists (2022-2025) did not surface
Lavelle Law. Treat the Crain's claim as UNVERIFIED. The strongest verifiable recognition found is a 2020 Daily Herald
Reader's Choice finalist nod (Best Law Firm / Best Immigration Firm), and a 2020 "top five law firm in Chicago area"
reader recognition. ↗
Roster includes shareholders (e.g., Hughes, McGinn, Sheahin, Walser, Migala, Anderson, Tee, Ziebell, Warens),
partners (e.g., O'Leary, Gomberg, Lydon, Padjen, Daday, Alkass, Olszowka, Luthringshausen, Corrigan), associates,
and of-counsel attorneys; one shareholder (Joshua A. Nesser, 1984-2021) is listed in memoriam. ↗
Firm remains demonstrably active in 2026 with a steady stream of case wins and events posted through June 2026,
confirming it is an operating, going concern. ↗

https://www.dailyherald.com/20240105/submitted-content/new-associate-joins-lavelle-law/
https://www.lavellelaw.com/careers
https://www.lavellelaw.com/news
https://www.lavellelaw.com/news
https://www.lavellelaw.com/news
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lavelle-law-ltd./
https://www.lavellelaw.com/
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20200724/lavelle-law-voted-a-top-five-law-firm-in-chicago-area/%20;%20https://www.chicagobusiness.com/awards/best-places-work-chicago-2025/
https://www.lavellelaw.com/attorneys
https://www.lavellelaw.com/news


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) employees — The ~60-85 estimate is reasonable but the upper bound is not independently verified.
LinkedIn shows the '51-200 employees' band with ~65 employees actually viewable on the platform; the firm's
attorneys page lists 42 attorneys. The firm does not publicly disclose an exact headcount. The 51-200 band
technically permits a figure above 85, so the stated upper bound (85) is a soft estimate, not a confirmed ceiling.
Still comfortably within the target ~20-85 range on the best available evidence.
(minor) whatTheyDo / otherIntel (founding year) — Founding year is inconsistent across sources. The dossier
and the firm's About page/LinkedIn say 1989, but the firm's Kerry Lavelle bio page states he 'started' the firm in
1990, and Crunchbase/ZoomInfo also vary. The discrepancy exists in the firm's own materials. Does not affect
existence or identity.
(minor) executives (Timothy M. Hughes title) — The dossier lists Hughes as 'Shareholder' (matching the firm's
attorneys page), but multiple third-party directories (Law360, The Org, Avvo) and his own bio describe him as
'Partner.' In a professional corporation ('Ltd.') shareholder and partner are effectively synonymous, so this is not a
true contradiction, but the title label is not uniform across sources.
(minor) otherIntel (Crain's recognition) — The seed 'recognized by Crain's as a top firm to work for' claim could
not be independently verified. My own searches of Crain's Chicago Business Best Places to Work lists did not
surface Lavelle Law. The dossier already correctly flags this as UNVERIFIED and excludes it as a load-bearing
claim, so this is noted only for completeness.
(minor) revenue / funding — No verifiable revenue or funding figure exists; aggregator sites
(ZoomInfo/Crunchbase) show a profile but no retrievable financials. The dossier correctly reports both as 'Not
publicly disclosed' and excludes aggregator estimates. No issue with the dossier's handling; flagged only to
confirm the absence of any corroborable financial data.

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: KEEP (high confidence). This is a real, operating, well-documented Chicagoland law firm and the
dossier is unusually careful and well-sourced. EXISTENCE & LOCATION (CONFIRMED, major-claim level): Lavelle Law, Ltd. is
real, headquartered at 1933 N. Meacham Rd, Ste 600, Schaumburg, IL 60173, with a Chicago office at 141 W. Jackson Blvd.
Confirmed via the firm site, LinkedIn, Yelp, Super Lawyers, U.S. News, FindLaw, and the Schaumburg Business Association.
Demonstrably active through June 2026. Clearly Chicagoland. SIZE (CONFIRMED within range): LinkedIn '51-200 employees'
band with ~65 employees viewable; 42 attorneys on the firm's attorneys page. Estimate of ~60-85 total is well-founded; sits
inside the ~20-85 target. Upper bound is a soft estimate (see issues). EXECUTIVES (ALL 5 INDEPENDENTLY RE-CONFIRMED):
McGinn (Managing Partner, confirmed via Crain's + Family Forward), Kerry Lavelle (Founder/Partner Emeritus, confirmed via
DePaul Law alumni profile + LinkedIn), Hughes (Shareholder/Partner, tax — confirmed via Law360 + The Org), Migala
(Shareholder, banking/securities — confirmed via Crain's People on the Move), Daday (Partner, litigation — confirmed via
lawyers.com + ZoomInfo). All titles match the dossier (with the minor shareholder/partner nuance noted for Hughes). No evidence
any has departed. FUNDING/REVENUE: Correctly reported as not publicly disclosed; no verifiable figures exist. Dossier
appropriately excluded aggregator estimates. OPPORTUNITY SIGNALS (ALL VERIFIED CURRENT): All three 2026 news items
are confirmed verbatim on the firm's news page: (1) 'Success Story - $7.5 Million Ukrainian Village Commercial Land Sale' (June
23, 2026); (2) 'Lavelle Law Presents an Entrepreneurial Boot Camp' (April 3, 2026, seminar May 13, 2026); (3) 'Success Story –
Strategic Timing Saves Client $330K in Federal Tax Debt' (March 18, 2026, tax+bankruptcy coordination). The Mitchell J. Parker
associate hire (Jan 2024, Daily Herald) is confirmed and Parker is currently listed as an associate. The careers-page hiring signal
is real. ADVERSARIAL FINDINGS: I actively tried to break the core claims and could not. The only thing that did NOT check out
— the Crain's 'best places to work' recognition — was already flagged UNVERIFIED by the original researcher and excluded as
load-bearing. Minor source inconsistencies on founding year (1989 vs 1990) and Hughes's title label do not undermine the
profile. The researcher's self-confidence of 'high' is justified.
Sources (13): https://www.lavellelaw.com/ · https://www.lavellelaw.com/about · https://www.lavellelaw.com/attorneys · https://www.lavellelaw.com/
careers · https://www.lavellelaw.com/news · https://www.lavellelaw.com/theodore-m-mcginn · https://www.lavellelaw.com/ted-mcginn-named-mana
ging-partner-at-lavelle-law · https://www.lavellelaw.com/kerry-m-lavelle · https://www.linkedin.com/company/lavelle-law-ltd./ · https://www.dailyher
ald.com/20240105/submitted-content/new-associate-joins-lavelle-law/ · https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20200724/lavelle-law-voted-a-top-
five-law-firm-in-chicago-area/ · https://members.schaumburgbusiness.com/list/member/lavelle-law-ltd-3153 · https://www.chicagobusiness.com/a
wards/best-places-work-chicago-2025/

https://www.lavellelaw.com/
https://www.lavellelaw.com/about
https://www.lavellelaw.com/attorneys
https://www.lavellelaw.com/careers
https://www.lavellelaw.com/careers
https://www.lavellelaw.com/news
https://www.lavellelaw.com/theodore-m-mcginn
https://www.lavellelaw.com/ted-mcginn-named-managing-partner-at-lavelle-law
https://www.lavellelaw.com/ted-mcginn-named-managing-partner-at-lavelle-law
https://www.lavellelaw.com/kerry-m-lavelle
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lavelle-law-ltd./
https://www.dailyherald.com/20240105/submitted-content/new-associate-joins-lavelle-law/
https://www.dailyherald.com/20240105/submitted-content/new-associate-joins-lavelle-law/
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20200724/lavelle-law-voted-a-top-five-law-firm-in-chicago-area/
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20200724/lavelle-law-voted-a-top-five-law-firm-in-chicago-area/
https://members.schaumburgbusiness.com/list/member/lavelle-law-ltd-3153
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/awards/best-places-work-chicago-2025/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/awards/best-places-work-chicago-2025/


Consumer / Food & Beverage

15. Vosges Haut-Chocolat High confidence

Industry: Food & Beverage / Manufacturing — luxury artisan chocolate (truffles, bars, bonbons, confections); DTC e-
commerce, retail boutiques, travel retail, and wholesale.
Location: Chicago, IL. HQ + flagship "Chocolate Temple" boutique and production plant at 2950 N. Oakley Ave,
Chicago, IL 60618 (Roscoe Village/Lakeview area). Also operates two O'Hare International Airport kiosks (Terminal 1
United B concourse; Terminal 3 American H/K concourse). A former Las Vegas (3500 Las Vegas Blvd S) boutique is
now closed. All current company-operated boutiques are in the Chicago area.
Headcount: Real-employee headcount in the ~50-65 range. Basis: the official Vosges LinkedIn company page shows
the "51-200 employees" band with 63 individual employees listed on-platform (fetched directly 2026-06-24), consistent
with the ~57 figure cited in the seed and an older interview describing "around 100 employees" pre-distress. Confirmed
within the 20-85 target band on an actual-headcount basis. Sources: https://www.linkedin.com/company/vosges-haut-
chocolat ; https://canopy.is/blog/podcast/episode-21-interview-with-katrina-markoff-founder-ceo-of-vosges-haut-
chocolat/
What they do: Maker of luxury artisan chocolate known for unusual flavor pairings (spices, herbs, exotic ingredients,
and the trend-setting bacon bar). Founded 1998 by Katrina Markoff under the tagline "Travel the World Through
Chocolate." Products include truffles, bonbons, chocolate bars, drinking chocolate, chocolate-covered fruit, plus
vegan/dairy-free and gluten-free lines, gift sets and advent calendars. Sells DTC online, through company boutiques
and O'Hare airport kiosks, wholesale (historically Whole Foods and Neiman Marcus; currently lists wholesale via Faire),
and an affiliate program. Sister brand "Wild Ophelia" was part of the assets. NOTE on corporate status: the original
company hit financial distress and its assets (inventory, AR, machinery, the "Vosges" and "Wild Ophelia" trademarks,
domains, recipes, customer lists) were sold via a GemCap-run UCC 9-610 secured-party foreclosure auction on July
13, 2023. The brand now operates under La Montagne Holdings, LLC (confirmed as the USPTO trademark registrant
and a USDA-FSIS-inspected establishment), with Gellert Global Group taking a strategic investment announced
January 2024. Founder Katrina Markoff exited and launched a separate brand, Violet Flame Chocolate, in October 2024
— Violet Flame is a different company and not part of Vosges.
Leadership (3 listed; 3 independently re-confirmed)

Andrew Ruttgers — Chief Executive Officer (current; start date undisclosed) — source
Katrina Markoff — Founder and former CEO (founded 1998; exited after the 2023 asset sale; now Founder/CEO of
separate brand Violet Flame Chocolate — NOT current Vosges leadership) — source
Andrew Gellert — President, Gellert Global Group (strategic investor in Vosges as of Jan 2024 — investor/parent-
side, not a Vosges operating executive) — source

Funding: No conventional VC funding rounds publicly disclosed. Ownership/financing history instead reflects distress
and acquisition: (1) July 13, 2023 — UCC 9-610 secured-party foreclosure auction run by GemCap Solutions/GemCap
Holdings of substantially all Vosges assets and IP (source: https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-
solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-haut-chocolat-llc-
and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html); (2) January 2024 — strategic investment by Gellert Global Group
(parent of Atalanta), terms/stake size not disclosed (source: https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-
group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822). Current
operating/holding entity is La Montagne Holdings, LLC (source: https://uspto.report/TM/98385437 ;
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vosges_(chocolatier)). Exact dollar figures for the auction sale price and the Gellert
investment are Not publicly disclosed.
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed (private company). Third-party data-broker estimates exist but are wildly inconsistent
and unreliable — ranging from $1M-$5M (PitchBook/Tracxn GMV-basis, 2022-23) to ~$18M (RocketReach) to $23.6M
(Kona Equity, 2026) to ~$45M (Growjo, Oct 2025). Treat all as unverified estimates, not disclosed figures. A Wikipedia
reference cites "$30M chocolate brands" but that is a combined/lifetime framing of Markoff's ventures, not an audited

https://www.acg.org/chicago/events/vosges-haut-chocolat-tasting-pairing-event%20(ACG%20Chicago%20event%20Feb%206,%202025%20referring%20to%20'Vosges%20CEO%20Andy%20Ruttgers');%20corroborated%20by%20https://rocketreach.co/andrew-ruttgers-email_15330939%20and%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Andrew-Ruttgers/3303031480
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vosges_(chocolatier)%20;%20https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/vosges-haut-chocolats-katrina-markoff-launches-violet-flame/%20;%20https://www.snackandbakery.com/articles/112377-former-vosges-chocolatier-launches-violet-flame-chocolate
https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822%20;%20https://www.atalantacorp.com/news-print/gellert-global-group-invests-in-vosges-haut-chocolat


Vosges revenue figure. Sources: https://www.konaequity.com/company/vosges-hautchocolat-ltd-4396255494/ ;
https://growjo.com/company/Vosges_Haut-Chocolat ; https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/120204-28
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Scaling production capacity / quality systems at the Roscoe Village plant — likely tied to the post-acquisition
turnaround under new ownership — signal: Two concurrent 'Quality Assurance Technician' (full-time) openings at the
Chicago production facility on the company Indeed page ↗
Building out finance/operational infrastructure to professionalize the business after the 2023 foreclosure and
Gellert investment — signal: Open 'Controller/Finance Manager' role in Chicago, plus appointment of a finance-
veteran CEO (Andrew Ruttgers, ex-CFO of Pre Brands and Storck) ↗
Expanding/staffing the travel-retail (airport) channel at O'Hare — signal: Dedicated 'Chocolate Concierge, O'Hare
Airport Retail Boutiques' job posting ($20/hr) and two active O'Hare kiosks (Terminals 1 and 3) on the official boutiques
page ↗
Distribution-reach and volume-growth expansion driven by the strategic investor's
sourcing/marketing/logistics network — signal: Andrew Gellert (President, GGG) on-record: investment is to 'add
strategic value to Vosges's growth' and 'scaling the company's volume growth and distribution reach and enhancing
critical operational systems' ↗
Growing wholesale via self-serve marketplace (lower-touch B2B channel) in addition to legacy Whole
Foods/Neiman Marcus wholesale — signal: Official site now routes wholesale sign-ups through a 'Become a
Wholesaler' link on the Faire marketplace ↗

Other intel
CRITICAL ownership change for outreach: the original Vosges entities defaulted and were sold via a GemCap UCC 9-
610 secured-party foreclosure auction on July 13, 2023 (collateral included inventory, AR, machinery, the 'Vosges' and
'Wild Ophelia' trademarks, domains, recipes, and customer lists). The brand survived and continues operating under
new ownership. ↗
Current legal/operating entity is La Montagne Holdings, LLC — confirmed as the USPTO registrant of the VOSGES
HAUT-CHOCOLAT trademark (filing 98385437) and as a USDA-FSIS-inspected establishment. Use this entity name for
legal/contracting purposes, not 'Vosges Holdings LLC' (the defunct pre-2023 entity). ↗
Founder Katrina Markoff is NO LONGER with Vosges. She exited after the asset sale and launched a separate,
competing luxury brand, Violet Flame Chocolate (Chicago), in October 2024. Do not conflate the two companies or
address Markoff as Vosges leadership. ↗
Strategic investor Gellert Global Group is a large family-owned specialty/gourmet food importer-distributor group
(parent of Atalanta), giving Vosges access to sourcing, logistics, and distribution muscle — relevant context for who
actually controls procurement/ops decisions. ↗
Andrew Ruttgers' CEO title is corroborated by his own LinkedIn activity (commenting 'I'm so pleased that Vosges
could keep the warm family memories moving forward'), consistent with a post-acquisition leadership role;
ZoomInfo/RocketReach list him as CEO with a vosgeschocolate.com email. No press release formally announcing his
appointment was located, so treat the exact start date as unknown. ↗
Glassdoor shows ~65 employee reviews with a 3.5/5 career-opportunities rating (as of June 2026) — corroborates the
small-but-real (~50-65) operating headcount and active employment. ↗

https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Vosges-Haut--chocolat/jobs
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Vosges-Haut--chocolat/jobs%20;%20https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Andrew-Ruttgers/3303031480
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat/Job/Chocolate-Concierge,-OHare-Airport-Retail-Boutiques/-in-Chicago,IL?jid=53df787a72e400d2%20;%20https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/boutiques
https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/our-story
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-haut-chocolat-llc-and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html
https://uspto.report/TM/98385437%20;%20https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/fsis-inspected-establishments/la-montagne-holdings-llc
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/vosges-haut-chocolats-katrina-markoff-launches-violet-flame/%20;%20https://violetflamechocolate.com/pages/about
https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822%20;%20https://gellertglobalgroup.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewruttgers/%20;%20https://rocketreach.co/andrew-ruttgers-email_15330939
https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat-concierge-United-States-Jobs-EI_IE469113.0,20_KO21,30_IL.31,44.htm


⚠ Verifier flags

(minor) executives.Andrew Ruttgers — CEO title is corroborated (ACG Chicago event Feb 6, 2025 explicitly says
'Vosges CEO Andy Ruttgers'; plus RocketReach/Datanyze/ZoomInfo). However, no formal appointment press
release exists and he is NOT on The Org's current leadership chart (which lists Jason Elliott as General Manager,
Steve Palumbo VP Operations, Shannan Swanson Director of Sales, etc.). Title is supported but exact start date is
unknown and his absence from one org chart is a minor red flag.
(minor) employees — Dossier asserts the ~20-85 target band on an actual-headcount basis. Independent
triangulation supports this (LeadIQ ~57 as of Oct 2025; LinkedIn 63 on-platform; Kona Equity ~71) — all within 20-
85. BUT the company's self-reported LinkedIn band is '51-200', and every actual-headcount figure is a data-
broker estimate, not a disclosed number. The true count sits in the upper portion of the band and is estimate-
based, not authoritative.
(minor) revenue — No reliable revenue figure exists. Broker estimates are wildly inconsistent ($1M-5M
PitchBook/Tracxn, ~$18M RocketReach, $23.6M Kona Equity, ~$45M Growjo). The dossier correctly flags all as
unverified, so this is not a fabrication, but no revenue claim is corroborable.
(minor) funding — Exact dollar amounts for both the July 2023 GemCap foreclosure auction sale price and the
January 2024 Gellert Global Group strategic investment are not publicly disclosed and could not be independently
found. The existence of both events is solidly confirmed; only the magnitudes are unverifiable. Dossier discloses
this honestly.
(minor) location — Minor nuance: independent sources (Yelp) also surface Vosges Chicago addresses at 5600
Manheim Rd and 10000 W O'Hare Ave (airport/near-O'Hare footprint) in addition to 2950 N. Oakley Ave. These are
consistent with the stated airport-kiosk operations and do not contradict the HQ claim, but the footprint is slightly
broader than the single HQ address implies.

Fact-checker note: VERDICT: KEEP (high confidence). The company's core identity and most load-bearing claims are strongly
and independently corroborated. INDEPENDENTLY CONFIRMED: - Real, operating Chicago company. HQ at 2950 N. Oakley
Ave, Chicago IL 60618 (Wikipedia, Yelp, official site). Luxury artisan chocolate, founded 1998 by Katrina Markoff. SOLID. - 2023
corporate restructuring: GemCap Solutions UCC 9-610 secured-party foreclosure auction of Vosges Holdings/IP assets, public
sale July 13, 2023 12:00pm CST. Confirmed via PRNewswire + Yahoo Finance. SOLID. - January 2024 Gellert Global Group
(parent of Atalanta) strategic investment. Confirmed via Deli Market News + Atalanta Corp + Tracxn. Andrew Gellert (President,
GGG) quote about 'scaling volume growth and distribution reach' verified. SOLID. - Current owner/operator La Montagne
Holdings, LLC: confirmed as USPTO trademark registrant of VOSGES HAUT-CHOCOLAT (filing 98385437) AND a USDA-FSIS-
inspected establishment. SOLID. - Andrew Ruttgers current CEO: corroborated by an ACG Chicago event (Feb 6, 2025) that
explicitly calls him 'Vosges CEO Andy Ruttgers,' plus RocketReach/Datanyze/ZoomInfo. (Caveat: no appointment PR; absent
from The Org chart.) - Katrina Markoff exited and launched separate brand Violet Flame Chocolate (late 2024). Confirmed via
Crain's + Snack & Bakery + others. The dossier's warning not to conflate the two is correct and important. - Opportunities/job
signals: ALL FOUR verified live on Indeed (two Quality Assurance Technician roles, Controller/Finance Manager, Chocolate
Concierge O'Hare Airport at ~$20/hr). The signals are real and current. ATTEMPTED REFUTATIONS THAT FAILED (i.e., dossier
survived): - 'Jason Elliott is CEO' (surfaced by ContactOut and one Sept 2025 broker snapshot) is a data-broker MISLABEL —
The Org and his own LinkedIn list him as GENERAL MANAGER, not CEO. Does not displace Ruttgers. - Conflicting 'Markoff is
current CEO' broker entries are stale; multiple 2024-2025 sources confirm she exited. UNVERIFIABLE (handled honestly by the
dossier, hence only minor issues): exact revenue (broker estimates range $1M-$45M, all unreliable), and exact dollar amounts of
the auction sale and Gellert investment (not disclosed). SIZE CHECK: actual-headcount estimates cluster ~57-71 (LeadIQ ~57
Oct 2025; LinkedIn 63 on-platform; Kona ~71) — within the ~20-85 target band, though in its upper portion and based on
estimates. LinkedIn's self-reported band is the broad '51-200'. The dossier disclosed this discrepancy transparently. Net: within
band, keep. Overall: a well-sourced, appropriately-hedged dossier. No fabrications detected. Keep.
Sources (24): https://www.linkedin.com/company/vosges-haut-chocolat · https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/about-us · https://www.vosges
chocolate.com/pages/our-story · https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/boutiques · https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/careers · https://w
ww.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-ha
ut-chocolat-llc-and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html · https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges
-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822 · https://www.atalantacorp.com/news-print/gellert-global-grou
p-invests-in-vosges-haut-chocolat · https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vosges_(chocolatier) · https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katrina_Markoff · https://www.
chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/vosges-haut-chocolats-katrina-markoff-launches-violet-flame/ · https://violetflamechocolate.com/pages/
about · https://uspto.report/TM/98385437 · https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/fsis-inspected-establishments/la-montagne-holdings-llc · https://

https://www.linkedin.com/company/vosges-haut-chocolat
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/about-us
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/our-story
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/our-story
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/boutiques
https://www.vosgeschocolate.com/pages/careers
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-haut-chocolat-llc-and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-haut-chocolat-llc-and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gemcap-solutions-llc-to-auction-the-personal-property-of-vosges-holdings-llc-vosges-holdings-inc-vosges-haut-chocolat-llc-and-vosges-ip-llc-via-public-sale-301854389.html
https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822
https://www.delimarketnews.com/shop-talk/gellert-global-group-invests-vosges-haut-chocolat-andrew-gellert-comments/jenna-plasterer/tue-01232024-0848/16822
https://www.atalantacorp.com/news-print/gellert-global-group-invests-in-vosges-haut-chocolat
https://www.atalantacorp.com/news-print/gellert-global-group-invests-in-vosges-haut-chocolat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vosges_(chocolatier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katrina_Markoff
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/vosges-haut-chocolats-katrina-markoff-launches-violet-flame/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/vosges-haut-chocolats-katrina-markoff-launches-violet-flame/
https://violetflamechocolate.com/pages/about
https://violetflamechocolate.com/pages/about
https://uspto.report/TM/98385437
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/fsis-inspected-establishments/la-montagne-holdings-llc
https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Andrew-Ruttgers/3303031480


www.zoominfo.com/p/Andrew-Ruttgers/3303031480 · https://rocketreach.co/andrew-ruttgers-email_15330939 · https://www.linkedin.com/in/andre
wruttgers/ · https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Vosges-Haut--chocolat/jobs · https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat/Job/Chocolate-Con
cierge,-OHare-Airport-Retail-Boutiques/-in-Chicago,IL?jid=53df787a72e400d2 · https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat-concierge
-United-States-Jobs-EI_IE469113.0,20_KO21,30_IL.31,44.htm · https://www.konaequity.com/company/vosges-hautchocolat-ltd-4396255494/ · http
s://growjo.com/company/Vosges_Haut-Chocolat · https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/120204-28 · https://canopy.is/blog/podcast/episode-21-
interview-with-katrina-markoff-founder-ceo-of-vosges-haut-chocolat/

16. KOVAL Distillery High confidence

Industry: Food & Beverage — Craft Distilling / Spirits Manufacturing
Location: Chicago, IL — 4241 N Ravenswood Ave, Chicago, IL 60613 (Ravenswood neighborhood / "Malt Row," North
Side). Single primary location with an on-site tasting room (opened 2021).
Headcount: Approximately 20-50, but sources disagree. The company's own LinkedIn page lists the size band "11-50
employees" (https://www.linkedin.com/company/koval-distillery). Wikipedia states ">20" employees
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koval_Distillery). A 2024/2025 Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce member profile says
"over 50 employees" (https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-
leadership-at-koval-distillery/). Basis for the estimate: company-reported LinkedIn band confirms it sits in the 11-50
range; triangulating with Wikipedia (>20) and the Chamber piece (>50) puts the realistic core full-time headcount in the
~20-50 range, with part-time/contract outreach staff likely pushing the total higher. Within the expected 20-85 band.
What they do: Independent, woman-owned craft distillery founded in 2008 by husband-and-wife team Dr. Robert
Birnecker and Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart. It was the first distillery to operate within Chicago's city limits since the mid-
1800s/Prohibition. KOVAL makes organic, kosher-certified spirits grain-to-bottle using organic grains from Midwestern
farms and a signature "heart cut" technique — a line of whiskeys (Bourbon, Rye, Four Grain, single-barrel millet and
rye, the Thresh & Winnow line), gins (Dry Gin, Barreled Gin), liqueurs (coffee, ginger, chrysanthemum & honey, rose hip),
Bierbrand (a beer-derived spirit made with local brewers including Goose Island), and canned cocktails. It bills itself as
one of the largest fully independent, woman-owned craft distilleries in the US, with 100+ international awards and
distribution across 55+ export markets. Co-founder Robert Birnecker also runs distilling-education/consulting via Kothe
Distilling Technologies (credited with training 3,500+ people and helping launch 190+ craft distilleries).
Leadership (2 listed; 2 independently re-confirmed)

Dr. Robert Birnecker — Co-Founder, CEO & Master Distiller — source
Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart — Co-Founder & President — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed as venture funding. A Crunchbase profile (surfaced via search; the page itself returned
HTTP 403 and could not be fully loaded) indicates a total of ~$150K raised over one round — this figure is unverified
against the live Crunchbase page and is small/likely an early seed or grant, consistent with a founder-owned,
bootstrapped business. The company is privately held and described as "fully independent" and woman-owned, with
no disclosed institutional investors. Source: https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/koval-distillery
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. No credible revenue figure was found in primary sources; the company is privately
held.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Aggressively expanding EU/export distribution and front-loading shipments to protect shelf space and
distributor relationships in international markets — signal: Co-founder Sonat Birnecker Hart told
Crain's/Bloomberg in March 2025 that KOVAL is 'working with our distributors abroad' and has 'sent more product
over to try and weather the storm' ahead of a then-threatened 50% EU tariff on American whiskey, to reassure
distributors, keep prices stable, and secure shelf space against competitors ↗
Building out a multi-market direct consumer-outreach / field-sales and brand-ambassador footprint across at
least 10 US metros — signal: Active job posting for 'Consumer Outreach Team Member' (part-time, with potential to
become full-time) recruiting simultaneously in Chicago IL, Baltimore MD, Bloomington IL, Champaign IL, Dallas TX,
Houston TX, Milwaukee WI, Newark NJ, Springfield IL, and Washington D.C. — focused on retail sampling, account
development, and product training ↗

https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Andrew-Ruttgers/3303031480
https://rocketreach.co/andrew-ruttgers-email_15330939
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewruttgers/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewruttgers/
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Vosges-Haut--chocolat/jobs
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat/Job/Chocolate-Concierge,-OHare-Airport-Retail-Boutiques/-in-Chicago,IL?jid=53df787a72e400d2
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat/Job/Chocolate-Concierge,-OHare-Airport-Retail-Boutiques/-in-Chicago,IL?jid=53df787a72e400d2
https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat-concierge-United-States-Jobs-EI_IE469113.0,20_KO21,30_IL.31,44.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Vosges-Haut-Chocolat-concierge-United-States-Jobs-EI_IE469113.0,20_KO21,30_IL.31,44.htm
https://www.konaequity.com/company/vosges-hautchocolat-ltd-4396255494/
https://growjo.com/company/Vosges_Haut-Chocolat
https://growjo.com/company/Vosges_Haut-Chocolat
https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/120204-28
https://canopy.is/blog/podcast/episode-21-interview-with-katrina-markoff-founder-ceo-of-vosges-haut-chocolat/
https://canopy.is/blog/podcast/episode-21-interview-with-katrina-markoff-founder-ceo-of-vosges-haut-chocolat/
https://www.koval-distillery.com/about-us%20(live%20page:%20'Master%20Distiller%20&%20Chief%20Executive%20Officer');%20corroborated%20by%20https://bourbonwomen.org/meet-the-makers-koval-founder-sonat-birnecker-hart/
https://www.reservebar.com/blogs/spirits-explained/behind-the-brand-sonat-birnecker-hart%20and%20https://www.jwi.org/articles/from-college-professor-to-president-of-a-thriving-distillery;%20still%20active%20as%20President%20per%20March%202025%20EU-tariff%20coverage%20at%20https://fortune.com/2025/03/13/us-whiskey-makers-to-flood-eu-market-ahead-of-tariffs/
https://fortune.com/2025/03/13/us-whiskey-makers-to-flood-eu-market-ahead-of-tariffs/
https://www.koval-distillery.com/about-us


Sustained limited-edition / collaboration product releases to drive new SKUs and brand reach (e.g., pop-culture
and brewery tie-ins) — signal: Recent limited editions include an Anime Central 2025 Limited Edition Bourbon and
Anime Central 2026 Limited Edition Rye; ongoing Bierbrand beer-spirit made in collaboration with local breweries
(Goose Island, earlier Metropolitan Brewing) ↗
Policy/legislative advocacy to expand craft-distillery direct-to-consumer sales and on-site operations in Illinois,
enlarging KOVAL's owned retail/tasting-room channel — signal: Leadership championed Illinois Senate Bill 1618 to
remove restrictions on craft distillers' direct-to-consumer sales/on-site operations, and opened a Ravenswood tasting
room in 2021 ↗

Other intel
Origin of the name: 'Koval' means 'smith/blacksmith' in several Eastern European languages and in Yiddish connotes
someone who 'forges ahead'; it honors co-founder Sonat's great-grandfather (a Vienna-to-US immigrant) and Robert's
grandfather (family name Schmid, the German equivalent), who taught Robert to distill. ↗
Recognition for the founders: named Illinois Small Business Persons of the Year (2017) and Illinois Exporter of the Year
(2016); inducted into the Disciples d'Escoffier. Robert Birnecker was named to Crain's Chicago Business '40 Under 40'
(2015 class) — note: this appeared consistently in the Crain's listing index; the individual recipient page returned a 404
on direct fetch, so treat the specific page as unverified while the listing reference stands. ↗
COVID-19 pivot: KOVAL converted production to hand sanitizer for hospitals, emergency services, and nonprofits,
working with the FDA, the Chicago Mayor's Office, and Rep. Mike Quigley — demonstrating flexible production
capacity and civic engagement. ↗
Family-run operation with a design/branding tie: co-founder's sister runs Dando Projects, the design/branding partner;
family members historically contributed to bottling and label illustration. Sonat Birnecker Hart also serves on the board
of Chicago's Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority (MPEA). ↗
Legal/corporate name appears as 'Koval Inc.' (e-commerce storefront operates under that name). ↗
Macro context for the export opportunity: in early April 2025 the EU ultimately excluded American whiskey from its
final retaliatory tariff list, averting the threatened 50% duty — a tailwind for KOVAL's EU export push. ↗

⚠ Verifier flags

(major) funding — Profile claims '~$150K raised over one round' citing Crunchbase (page returned 403).
Independent search of the SAME Crunchbase profile now surfaces '$39M from 46 investors' — directly
contradicting the $150K figure. Both numbers are unreliable: the $39M is implausible for a self-described
bootstrapped, fully-independent, founder-owned ~40-person distillery and likely reflects Crunchbase aggregating
co-investment noise or unrelated 'Koval'/'Distillery' entities (several exist); the $150K is contradicted by the very
page cited. No credible funding figure could be independently confirmed. The funding claim is unsupported.
(minor) otherIntel (Crain's 40 Under 40) — Claim that Robert Birnecker was named to Crain's Chicago Business
'40 Under 40' (2015) could not be independently corroborated. The cited source (Wikipedia) does not mention it,
and the profile itself notes the individual recipient page 404s. Treat as unverified.
(minor) whatTheyDo (woman-owned framing) — The strong 'woman-owned / one of the largest fully
independent woman-owned craft distilleries' framing is company self-description (Sonat as President of a
husband-and-wife co-founded business). Neutral third-party sources (Wikipedia) describe it as co-founded/co-
owned by Robert and Sonat Birnecker and do NOT label it woman-owned. Defensible as marketing but not
independently substantiated as a neutral fact.
(minor) employees — Sources genuinely disagree as profile notes: LinkedIn '11-50', aggregators ~34-40,
Wikipedia '>20', Chamber 'over 50'. All land within the ~20-85 target band, so the estimate is sound, but the
headcount is approximate, not a confirmed figure.
(minor) revenue — No revenue figure located anywhere (profile correctly says 'not disclosed'). Confirmed
unverifiable — flagged only for completeness, not an error in the profile.

Fact-checker note: CORE IDENTITY SOLID — KEEP. Independently confirmed: (1) Company is real, located at 4241 N
Ravenswood Ave, Chicago IL (Yelp, Choose Chicago, Destination Distillery, Wikipedia, company site). (2) Founded 2008 by
Robert Birnecker & Sonat Birnecker Hart; 'first distillery in Chicago since mid-1800s/Prohibition' confirmed (Wikipedia + multiple).

https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/press
https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-leadership-at-koval-distillery/
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/our-story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koval_Distillery
https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-leadership-at-koval-distillery/
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/founders
https://shop.koval-distillery.com/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2025/03/us-whiskey-rushes-to-eu-before-50-tariffs-hit-but-will-it-be-enough/


(3) Both executives confirmed with correct titles and still active in 2025. (4) Employee size lands in the ~20-85 band (LinkedIn 11-
50; aggregators ~34-40). OPPORTUNITIES — all independently CONFIRMED: (a) EU export/tariff push with Sonat's 'sent more
product over to try and weather the storm' quote — verified verbatim in Fortune and Crain's. (b) Multi-metro 'Consumer Outreach
Team Member (Part Time)' posting — verified on the live company about-us page with the exact 10 cities (Chicago, Baltimore,
Bloomington, Champaign, Dallas, Houston, Milwaukee, Newark, Springfield, Washington DC). (c) Anime Central 2025 Bourbon +
2026 Rye limited editions — verified on company site. (d) IL SB1618 advocacy + 2021 Ravenswood tasting room — sourced to
Chamber piece, plausible (tasting room independently corroborated). ONLY MATERIAL DEFECT: the funding figure. The profile's
'$150K' is contradicted by the live Crunchbase page it cites (now showing '$39M / 46 investors'), and neither figure is
credible/verifiable. Downgrade to keep-with-caveats solely on funding. Everything load-bearing for sourcing/outreach (identity,
location, size, decision-makers, active hiring/expansion signals) is verified and current.
Sources (16): https://www.koval-distillery.com/about/ · https://www.koval-distillery.com/about-us · https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-
us/our-story · https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/founders · https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/press · https://shop.koval-distill
ery.com/ · https://www.linkedin.com/company/koval-distillery · https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koval_Distillery · https://www.crunchbase.com/organiza
tion/koval-distillery · https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/chicagos-koval-joins-distillers-racing-flood-europe-whiskey · https://for
tune.com/2025/03/13/us-whiskey-makers-to-flood-eu-market-ahead-of-tariffs/ · https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2025/03/us-whiskey-rushes-to
-eu-before-50-tariffs-hit-but-will-it-be-enough/ · https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-leade
rship-at-koval-distillery/ · https://www.chicagobusiness.com/static/section/40-under-40-2015-home.html · https://ravenswoodchicago.org/malt-ro
w/koval-distillery/ · https://www.choosechicago.com/listing/koval-distillery/

17. Half Acre Beer Company High confidence

⚑ Criteria flag. May not cleanly meet the ~20–85-employee / Chicagoland filter:
Size band — own site says 100+; merging Mar 2026

Industry: Craft brewing / food & beverage manufacturing (beer, THC-infused non-alcoholic seltzers; expanding into a
multi-category beverage platform)
Location: Headquartered at 2050 W. Balmoral Ave., Chicago, IL 60625 (Bowmanville neighborhood; often associated
with the Lincoln Square / Ravenswood "Malt Row" area). Production brewery, taproom, beer garden and retail shop on
site. The original Lincoln Avenue brewery (4257 N. Lincoln Ave., North Center) operated from 2008 and was
closed/consolidated to Balmoral around 2021. Sources: halfacrebeer.com/about, LinkedIn, Yelp, Ravenswood
Chamber.
Headcount: ~77-79, consistent with the seed hint. Half Acre's LinkedIn company page lists the "51-200 employees"
band and showed ~79 associated employee profiles when consulted (https://www.linkedin.com/company/half-acre-
beer-co). The company's own About page states it employs "over 100 terrific humans" at the Balmoral brewery
(https://halfacrebeer.com/about/) — likely counting seasonal/part-time taproom and beer-garden staff, which is typical
for a brewery with food service. A CB Insights aggregator snippet lists a much lower "34 total employees"
(https://www.cbinsights.com/company/half-acre-brewing), but that figure appears stale/undercounted. Best estimate of
full-time-equivalent core headcount: ~75-80, within the target 20-85 range.
What they do: Established Chicago craft brewery (founded 2006-2007) producing canned and draft beer led by its
flagship Daisy Cutter Pale Ale, plus brands/lines including Pony, Green Torch and LagerTown, mixed-fermentation and
barrel-aged beers, and a "Sparkling THC" non-alcoholic beverage line. Operates an on-site taproom, beer garden and
direct-to-consumer shop at its Balmoral production brewery and distributes through wholesale channels. In March
2026 it announced a merger with Maplewood Brewery & Distillery (Logan Square) to form a unified, as-yet-unnamed
"premier Chicago beverage company" that will keep both brands operating independently while combining back-end
functions.
Leadership (4 listed; 4 independently re-confirmed)

Gabriel Magliaro — Founder & Owner (remaining with, and retaining ownership in, the merged company) — source
Kevin McGillen — President & COO of Half Acre; named incoming CEO of the merged Half Acre/Maplewood
company — source
Matt Gallagher — Co-founder, Co-owner & Head Brewer (also founder of Suncatcher) — source

https://www.koval-distillery.com/about/
https://www.koval-distillery.com/about-us
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/our-story
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/our-story
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/about-us/founders
https://www.koval-distillery.com/newsite/press
https://shop.koval-distillery.com/
https://shop.koval-distillery.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/koval-distillery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koval_Distillery
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/koval-distillery
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/koval-distillery
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/consumer-products/chicagos-koval-joins-distillers-racing-flood-europe-whiskey
https://fortune.com/2025/03/13/us-whiskey-makers-to-flood-eu-market-ahead-of-tariffs/
https://fortune.com/2025/03/13/us-whiskey-makers-to-flood-eu-market-ahead-of-tariffs/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2025/03/us-whiskey-rushes-to-eu-before-50-tariffs-hit-but-will-it-be-enough/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2025/03/us-whiskey-rushes-to-eu-before-50-tariffs-hit-but-will-it-be-enough/
https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-leadership-at-koval-distillery/
https://www.chicagolandchamber.org/member-news/forging-new-paths-family-resilience-and-leadership-at-koval-distillery/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/static/section/40-under-40-2015-home.html
https://ravenswoodchicago.org/malt-row/koval-distillery/
https://ravenswoodchicago.org/malt-row/koval-distillery/
https://www.choosechicago.com/listing/koval-distillery/
https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/%20;%20https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company
https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/%20;%20https://chicago.suntimes.com/arts-and-culture/2026/03/10/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-beer-merging
https://www.goodbeerhunting.com/blog/2014/9/30/critical-drinking-gabriel-magliaro-of-half-acre-beer-co%20;%20https://www.chicagobeergeeks.com/2019/06/the-mighty-half-acre-beer-co/


Maurizio Fiori — Co-founder (early/original founding team) — source

Funding: Not publicly disclosed via a primary/verified round announcement. Crunchbase/CB Insights aggregator
listings cite a cumulative "$2.7M raised" (https://www.cbinsights.com/company/half-acre-brewing ;
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/half-acre), but no dated rounds, amounts, or investors are confirmed in
primary sources, and the same aggregator pairs it with a stale employee count — treat as unverified. Half Acre is
privately held. The 2026 Maplewood merger is structured as a combination in which all founders retain ownership; no
transaction value or outside financing terms were disclosed (https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-
maplewood-breweries-merge/).
Revenue: Not publicly disclosed. No revenue figures are reported in any primary source. The most concrete scale
indicators are production-volume figures: ~15,000 barrels/year in 2015 (per Crain's, via Wikipedia) and ~43,000 US
beer barrels in 2017 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company); in 2016 the company was reportedly on
pace for ~35,000 barrels and targeting ~10,000 additional barrels/year (WTTW). No 2024-2026 volume or revenue
figures are public.
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Build a multi-category Chicago beverage platform via the Maplewood merger — combining beer, spirits (gin,
rum, bourbon), THC-infused non-alcoholic seltzers, RTD cocktails and taproom/restaurant operations, with
stated intent to add further beverage brands over time — signal: March 10, 2026 merger announcement; CEO-
designate Kevin McGillen said the goal is to add brands without becoming "a collection of brands" and to "take
advantage of a marketplace that is a bit tumultuous" ↗
Use Half Acre's Balmoral production brewery as a contract/co-manufacturing hub — absorbing Maplewood's
output (Maplewood currently contracts out most of its production) to raise capacity utilization and capture
margin — signal: Merger reporting states Half Acre's facility will take on Maplewood's additional production volume ↗
Grow the hemp-derived "Sparkling THC" non-alcoholic beverage line as a diversification away from declining
craft-beer volumes — signal: Half Acre's own site lists Sparkling THC products; merger coverage highlights both
companies' THC-infused non-alcoholic seltzers as a complementary, growth-oriented category ↗
Consolidate back-office/finance functions across the merged company (active finance hiring underway) —
signal: Open Staff Accountant role in Chicago listed on job boards; merger plan calls for combining back-end business
functions while keeping brands separate ↗

Other intel
Merger announced March 10, 2026, with closing expected "in the coming weeks"; all founders of both companies
remain and retain ownership. The combined entity had not been publicly named as of announcement. ↗
Merger framed as proactive ('position of health and stability and market power' — Magliaro) against a wave of 2026
Chicago craft-brewery closures (Alarmist, Casa Humilde, Illuminated Brew Works, Whiner). ↗
Maplewood Brewery & Distillery (merger partner) is in Logan Square at 2717 N. Maplewood Ave.; co-founders include
Adam Cieslak and Paul & Ari Megalis. ↗
Brand pedigree: flagship Daisy Cutter Pale Ale (first brewed 2009); Silver medal at the 2014 Great American Beer
Festival (American-style IPA); ranked #10 in Craft Beer & Brewing's 2019 best medium-sized U.S. breweries survey. ↗
Founding date is reported inconsistently as 2006 (Wikipedia/founder interviews) vs. 2007 (company's own About page
and LinkedIn). First beer released 2007; first Chicago brewery on Lincoln Ave. opened 2008. ↗

https://blog.gemschicago.org/blog/gems-parent-helps-create-popular-chicago-brewery
https://www.brewbound.com/news/half-acre-maplewood-merge-to-form-chicago-beverage-platform-that-wont-become-a-collection-of-brands/%20;%20https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/03/10/half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merging-amid-a-rapidly-changing-beverage-market/%20;%20https://www.wbez.org/arts-culture/2026/03/10/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-beer-merging
https://halfacrebeer.com/about/%20;%20https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Half-Acre-Beer-Company-1%20;%20https://www.glassdoor.com/Jobs/Half-Acre-Beer-Jobs-E1525276.htm%20;%20https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/restaurants/ccb-half-acre-maplewood-merger-20260310/%20;%20https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/03/10/half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merging-amid-a-rapidly-changing-beverage-market/%20;%20https://www.wttw.com/playlist/2026/03/11/half-acre-maplewood-brewery-merger
https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/03/10/half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merging-amid-a-rapidly-changing-beverage-market/%20;%20https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merge/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company%20;%20https://www.linkedin.com/company/half-acre-beer-co
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company%20;%20https://halfacrebeer.com/about/


⚠ Verifier flags

(major) employees — SIZE-GATE CONCERN. The company's own About page states it employs 'over 100 terrific
humans' at the Balmoral brewery (halfacrebeer.com/about) — that primary-source figure is ABOVE the 20-85
target ceiling. LinkedIn shows the '51-200' band (~79 associated profiles); aggregators range widely (LeadIQ ~77,
SignalHire/CB Insights 33-34). The dossier's '~75-80 FTE core headcount' is an unsourced reconciliation that
downplays the only first-party number (100+). The March 2026 Maplewood merger increases combined
headcount further. Company plausibly sits at or above the upper edge of the size gate.
(major) funding — The '$2.7M raised' is aggregator-only (PitchBook/Crunchbase/CB Insights) with NO dated
rounds, amounts, or named investors confirmable in any primary source. Crunchbase page returned 403 (could
not independently inspect). Treat as UNVERIFIED. The dossier appropriately flags this, but the figure should not be
relied upon.
(minor) executives — Matt Gallagher and Maurizio Fiori are each cited to Wikipedia
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company), but the live Wikipedia page names NEITHER — it lists only
Gabriel Magliaro as founder. The underlying facts are true and corroborated by other sources (Good Beer Hunting,
GEMS Chicago, Chicago Beer Geeks, Hop Culture), so this is a citation-accuracy error rather than a fabricated
person.
(minor) executives — The 'co-captain' descriptor for Matt Gallagher is attributed to Good Beer Hunting, but that
article does not use the term; the 'co-captain' framing actually traces to co-founder Maurizio Fiori (per Chicago
Beer Geeks). Minor attribution looseness.
(minor) otherIntel — Founding year remains genuinely inconsistent across sources (Wikipedia says 2006;
company About page and most 2026 merger coverage say 2007). Dossier discloses this, but it cannot be resolved
to a single confirmed year.

Fact-checker note: Core identity SOLID and independently corroborated. Company is real and in Chicago at 2050 W. Balmoral
Ave., 60625 (Yelp, official site, Illinois Beer org, Ravenswood Chamber). The headline March 10, 2026 merger with Maplewood
Brewery & Distillery is heavily and consistently reported (CBS Chicago, Chicago Sun-Times, Crain's, Block Club, WBEZ, WTTW,
Brewbound, VinePair) — all merger-derived opportunities (multi-category beverage platform, contract/co-manufacturing hub
absorbing Maplewood volume, THC seltzer growth, back-office consolidation) rest on real, current signals. Finance hiring (Staff
Accountant) is confirmed via the live jobs page. Production scale (43,000 barrels in 2017; ~15,000 in 2015) is Wikipedia-
confirmed; revenue is correctly stated as not disclosed. The single biggest adversarial problem is SIZE: the only first-party
headcount statement is 'over 100' (company About page), which exceeds the 20-85 ceiling, and the merger pushes combined
staff higher. The ~77-80 figure relied on by the dossier is aggregator-dependent and conflicts with the company's own claim.
That, plus the unverifiable $2.7M funding figure, is why this is keep-with-caveats rather than a clean keep. Executives are all
verifiable as real people in their stated roles, though two carried inaccurate Wikipedia citations (facts corroborated elsewhere). No
fabrication detected; not a drop.

Sources (19): https://www.linkedin.com/company/half-acre-beer-co · https://halfacrebeer.com/about/ · https://halfacrebeer.com/visit-us/ · https://ha
lfacrebeer.com/jobs/ · https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_Acre_Beer_Company · https://www.brewbound.com/news/half-acre-maplewood-merge-to-
form-chicago-beverage-platform-that-wont-become-a-collection-of-brands/ · https://vinepair.com/booze-news/chicago-half-acre-maplewood-brew
eries-merge/ · https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/03/10/half-acre-maplewood-breweries-merging-amid-a-rapidly-changing-beverage-market/ · http
s://www.chicagobusiness.com/restaurants/ccb-half-acre-maplewood-merger-20260310/ · https://www.wbez.org/arts-culture/2026/03/10/chicago-h
alf-acre-maplewood-breweries-beer-merging · https://www.wttw.com/playlist/2026/03/11/half-acre-maplewood-brewery-merger · https://www.good
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Media & Publishing

18. 1440 (1440 Media) High confidence

Industry: Digital media / publishing — daily email news newsletter (ad-supported)
Location: Chicago, Illinois (HQ). Operations are fully remote ("you can work from wherever you thrive," per
join1440.com/careers); the company is consistently described as Chicago-based and was incorporated in Chicago in
2018.
Headcount: Roughly 20s; sources disagree on the exact number and the range is 11-50. Specific data points: 27
employees as of June 2026 (IBTimes UK, ibtimes.co.uk, June 10 2026, "27 staff members"); ~25 "editors, experts, and
analysts" as of March 2024 (multiple ownership write-ups); 15 staff in the Press Gazette interview (pressgazette.co.uk,
~2024); ~22 in a tryletterhead case study; 31 per RocketReach; 17 per PitchBook (per seed note); LinkedIn lists
company size 11-50. Best estimate: ~25-27 employees as of mid-2026.
What they do: 1440 (legal entity 1440 Media, LLC) publishes the 1440 Daily Digest, a free, ~5-minute fact-focused
morning email newsletter curated from 100+ sources with bias/opinion stripped out. It reaches ~4.6 million subscribers
(4,626,413 cited on its site; "approaching 5 million" per June 2026 press) and reports industry-leading open rates
(50%+, with claims up to 60-65%). The business is ad-supported: ~95%+ of revenue comes from native
advertising/sponsorship in the newsletter, with smaller contributions from reader donations and affiliate/CPM web ads.
It is independent and employee-owned (all staff reportedly hold equity and receive dividends), and was largely
bootstrapped to profitability (profitable since ~2023). It has expanded beyond the flagship email into adjacent products:
1440 Topics (a curated learning/explainer platform launched Oct 2024, starting with Business & Finance), several niche
weekly newsletters, the 1440 Explores podcast (launched ~Oct 2025), and 1440 Video (YouTube ~150K-166K
subscribers, plus Instagram/TikTok). Named after the year the printing press was invented (1440).
Leadership (6 listed; 5 independently re-confirmed)

Tim Huelskamp — Co-Founder & CEO — source
Andrew (Drew) Steigerwald — Co-Founder; Editor-in-Chief — source
Kristen Pinkston Knowles — Chief People Officer — source
Alexandra Standafer Bolles — Head of Social Media — source
Michelle Denhart — Head of Brand & Content Strategy — source
Pierre Lipton — Co-Founder; COO (per secondary sources) — source

Funding: Not a venture-funded company in the traditional sense — repeatedly described as bootstrapped and
independent/employee-owned, and never having raised a traditional VC round. Secondary sources
(startupbooted.com/who-owns-1440-news-2) report it raised "over $2.5 million since founding" via a royalty-based
investment rather than equity VC, citing minority stakes once held by MassChallenge and Cannon Capital — these
specifics are from a secondary aggregator and are NOT confirmed by a primary release. As of June 2026, IBTimes UK
reported an implied valuation of ~$101 million (£80M), based on a ~4x revenue multiple on ~$27M annual revenue; all
employees reportedly hold equity and receive dividends (https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/1440-media-101-million-valuation-
independent-publishing-1801821).
Revenue: ~$27 million annual revenue as of June 2026 (IBTimes UK, https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/1440-media-101-
million-valuation-independent-publishing-1801821, "roughly $27 million in annual revenue"). Earlier figures: "$15m
revenue" / $15M run-rate and >$1M revenue per employee (Press Gazette, ~2024,
https://pressgazette.co.uk/publishers/digital-journalism/1440-media-interview/); CEO Tim Huelskamp has publicly said
the company does "over $20 million per year" (justgogrind.com / thetilt.com interviews). Self-described as 8-figure
revenue with 42 consecutive months of revenue growth. Inc. 5000 reported 5,764% three-year growth (rank #79).
Opportunities / active initiatives (each tied to a public signal)

Launching a new visual/social-discovery product described as 'Instagram for curious people' (expanding from
email into a feed/app-style learning product) in the coming months — signal: CEO-attributed description of a

file:///tmp/PR%20Newswire%20June%2017,%202026%20release%20(prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-expands-leadership-team...302802772.html)%20names%20him%20'CEO%20and%20Co-Founder';%20corroborated%20by%20his%20LinkedIn%20(linkedin.com/in/timhuelskamp)%20and%20Adweek/Tech%20Startups%20valuation%20coverage
file:///tmp/His%20own%20LinkedIn%20(linkedin.com/in/andrewsteigerwald)%20lists%20'Cofounder%20at%201440';%20co-founder/editor-in-chief%20role%20corroborated%20by%20growthnavigate.com%20and%20startupbooted.com%20(writes%20~85%%20of%20the%20newsletter)
file:///tmp/PR%20Newswire%20June%2017,%202026%20release%20(302802772.html),%20confirmed%20independently%20via%20Editor%20&%20Publisher%20and%20Morningstar%20carrying%20the%20same%20release;%20new%20appointment%20reporting%20to%20Huelskamp
file:///tmp/PR%20Newswire%20June%2017,%202026%20release%20(302802772.html);%20corroborated%20via%20Editor%20&%20Publisher/Morningstar;%20new%20appointment%20reporting%20to%20Michelle%20Denhart
file:///tmp/PR%20Newswire%20June%2017,%202026%20release%20(302802772.html)%20names%20her%20as%20existing%20leadership%20/%20the%20manager%20the%20new%20Head%20of%20Social%20reports%20to
https://www.startupbooted.com/who-owns-1440-news-2%20and%20https://www.growthnavigate.com/who-is-behind-1440-media%20%E2%80%94%20named%20as%20third%20co-founder/COO.%20NOTE:%20COO%20title%20appears%20only%20in%20secondary%20aggregators,%20not%20a%20primary%201440%20release%20I%20could%20retrieve;%20treat%20title%20as%20unconfirmed.


forthcoming product 'launching in the coming months' ↗
Scaling the org and formalizing people/talent operations for its 'next growth phase' — first dedicated Chief
People Officer hire to lead career development, leadership enablement, and talent strategy — signal: June 17,
2026 press release announcing Kristen Pinkston Knowles as Chief People Officer, explicitly framed as investment in
scaling culture, talent development, and organizational design ↗
Aggressive expansion of social media presence to make its content 'discoverable' and community-building
across platforms — signal: Same June 17, 2026 release hiring a dedicated Head of Social Media (Alexandra
Standafer Bolles) to lead cross-platform social strategy ↗
Building out 1440 Topics, a curated learning/explainer platform, with a roadmap to add more topic verticals,
podcasts, and events — signal: Oct 17, 2024 press release announcing 1440 Topics (Business & Finance first, Oct
31, 2024) with stated plans to roll out additional topics in early 2025 and expand into podcasts and events ↗
Expanding into audio (1440 Explores podcast) and short-form video as additional monetizable channels beyond
the core email — signal: Podcast launched ~Oct 2025 and 'cleared 500,000 downloads'; YouTube ~150K subscribers
— cited as growth areas ↗
Ongoing hiring across the company (active recruiting funnel) with equity participation for employees — signal:
Careers page actively recruits ('Work with us' linking to LinkedIn jobs) and advertises competitive pay, equity, 401(k)
match; company is fully remote ↗

Other intel
Ranked #79 on the Inc. 5000 (fastest-growing private US companies) with 5,764% three-year revenue growth;
described as a Chicago news aggregator that 'distills news stories down to the facts.' This matches the seed source's
Built In Chicago Inc. 5000 list. ↗
Subscriber growth trajectory: 78 (2017 launch) -> 750K (May 2021) -> 2M (Oct 2022) -> 3.2M (Nov 2023) -> 4M (Oct
2024) -> ~4.6M / 'approaching 5M' (2025-2026). Open rates cited at 50%+ (claims up to 60-65%). ↗
Unit economics publicly shared by the CEO: ~$3 customer acquisition cost, ~4-month payback, ~50% long-term
retention, ~$0.05 revenue per email open, ~$0.75 revenue per subscriber/month, >$1M revenue per employee.
Flagship newsletter ad inventory reportedly ~$100K/day. ↗
Founded 2017 (newsletter), incorporated as 1440 Media in 2018, in Chicago. Independent, employee-owned,
bootstrapped; profitable since ~2023. Founder Tim Huelskamp's background is private equity (American Capital). ↗
A Better Business Bureau profile exists for '1440 Media, LLC' in Chicago (news services), corroborating the legal entity
name and Chicago location. ↗
DISAMBIGUATION: 'This 1440' (join1440.com / 1440 Media, LLC, the newsletter) is distinct from 1440 Multiversity (a
retreat center, 1440.org), 1440 Foods, and 1440.io. Use the join1440.com / LinkedIn 'join1440media' entity. ↗

⚠ Verifier flags

(major) executives.Pierre Lipton — MAJOR FACTUAL ERROR: Pierre Lipton is listed as a current executive ('Co-
Founder; COO'), but he DIED on Feb 4, 2023 at age 26 after collapsing post-marathon in Mesa, AZ. Independently
confirmed by The Boston Globe, Boston.com, the Charlotte Observer/Legacy.com obituary, and Patch. He was
indeed a real co-founder, but he is deceased and must NOT be presented as current leadership. The dossier only
flags his COO *title* as unconfirmed and never notes his death.
(minor) funding — The specific funding mechanics ('over $2.5 million raised via royalty-based investment';
minority stakes once held by MassChallenge and Cannon Capital) come only from a secondary aggregator
(startupbooted.com) and could not be corroborated by any primary source. The broader claim (bootstrapped, no
traditional VC) IS confirmed by Tech Startups, IBTimes, and PR Newswire.
(minor) executives.Pierre Lipton.title — The COO title for Lipton appears only in secondary aggregators
(startupbooted, growthnavigate), not in any primary 1440 release. The dossier correctly flagged this as
unconfirmed; it remains uncorroborated (and moot given his death).

Fact-checker note: REAL company, solidly in Chicagoland and well within the ~20-85 employee band — keep, but fix the
executive list. Independently confirmed: (1) Existence + Chicago HQ + employee-owned/bootstrapped (Tech Startups, IBTimes
UK, PR Newswire, BBB entity '1440 Media, LLC'). (2) Size: lean team, all sources agree small — PitchBook 17,

https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/1440-media-101-million-valuation-independent-publishing-1801821%20(June%2010,%202026)
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-expands-leadership-team-with-chief-people-officer-and-head-of-social-media-appointments-302802772.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-expands-leadership-team-with-chief-people-officer-and-head-of-social-media-appointments-302802772.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-reaches-four-million-subscribers-and-announces-launch-of-1440-topics-302279412.html
https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/1440-media-101-million-valuation-independent-publishing-1801821%20;%20https://join1440.com/
https://join1440.com/careers
https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/these-chicago-companies-made-inc-5000%20;%20https://www.inc.com/profile/join1440
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20221013005337/en/%20(2M%20milestone)%20;%20https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-reaches-four-million-subscribers-and-announces-launch-of-1440-topics-302279412.html%20;%20https://join1440.com/
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-reaches-four-million-subscribers-and-announces-launch-of-1440-topics-302279412.html%20;%20https://www.startupbooted.com/who-owns-1440-news-2
https://www.bbb.org/us/il/chicago/profile/news-services/1440-media-llc-0654-1000101044
https://www.linkedin.com/company/join1440media%20;%20https://www.1440.org/careers


IBTimes/Adweek/PR Newswire 27 (mid-2026), LinkedIn 11-50; best estimate ~25-27, comfortably in range. (3) Financials: $101M
third-party valuation (~4x revenue on ~$27M annual revenue), profitable since 2023, ~$1M revenue/employee, 4.7M subscribers,
no traditional VC — all confirmed by Adweek, IBTimes UK, Tech Startups, and 1440's own PR Newswire release. (4)
Opportunities: the 'Instagram for curious people' forthcoming product is corroborated (Pulse2/Adweek coverage of the June
valuation); the CPO + Head of Social hires and their strategic framing are confirmed by the primary June 17, 2026 release. THE
ONE MAJOR PROBLEM: Pierre Lipton is dead (Feb 4, 2023) and is wrongly listed among current executives. Remove him from
any 'current leadership' / contact targeting. He can be acknowledged historically as a late co-founder, but presenting him as a
sitting COO is a serious error that survived into the dossier. Minor: the granular funding history ($2.5M royalty raise,
MassChallenge/Cannon Capital stakes) is aggregator-only and unverified; treat as unsupported. Everything else in the profile held
up under adversarial checking.
Sources (21): https://www.builtinchicago.org/articles/these-chicago-companies-made-inc-5000 · https://join1440.com/ · https://join1440.com/care
ers · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-expands-leadership-team-with-chief-people-officer-and-head-of-social-media-appointment
s-302802772.html · https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/1440-reaches-four-million-subscribers-and-announces-launch-of-1440-topics-302
279412.html · https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20221013005337/en/Upstart-Media-Brand-1440-Surpasses-2-Million-Active-Subscribers
-Driven-By-Americans-Growing-Appetite-for-Unbiased-and-Impartial-News · https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/1440-media-101-million-valuation-independ
ent-publishing-1801821 · https://pressgazette.co.uk/publishers/digital-journalism/1440-media-interview/ · https://blog.tryletterhead.com/blog/how-1
440-scaled-monetized-4.5-million-subscribers · https://www.startupbooted.com/who-owns-1440-news-2 · https://www.growthnavigate.com/who-is
-behind-1440-media · https://www.linkedin.com/company/join1440media · https://www.linkedin.com/in/tim-huelskamp-6957334/ · https://rocketrea
ch.co/1440-media-llc-profile_b45d9616fc607ade · https://pitchbook.com/profiles/company/437923-36 · https://www.bbb.org/us/il/chicago/profile/n
ews-services/1440-media-llc-0654-1000101044 · https://www.inc.com/profile/join1440 · https://www.editorandpublisher.com/stories/1440-expands
-leadership-team,262173 · https://www.thetilt.com/content-entrepreneur/tim-huelskamp-1440-newsletter · https://www.justgogrind.com/p/tim-huels
kamp-1440-podcast · https://newslettercircle.com/interviews/tim-huelskamp-andrew-steigerwald-1440/
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